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JOHN MILTON. 



To Thomas Raulins oiKUreagm. 

Hereford/hire Elq; 

IS E N D you at length, my bcft friend^ 
what you have fo often and earneftly fol- 
licited m« to write, the life of JOHN 
MILTONy a man eminent at home and 
iamous abroad for his univerfal learning, fa^ 
gacity, and folid judgment : but particularly 
noted as well for thofe excellent volumes he 
wrote on the behalf of civil, religious, and 
domeftic liberty ; as for his divine and in^ 
comparable poems^ which, equalling the moft 
beautifi^l order and ^xpreflion of any antient 
lor modern compofitions, are infinitely above 
them all ' for foblimity and invention. Ob^ 
ferving in this performance the rules of a 
faithful hiftorian,- being neither provok'd by 

maUce, 



4 . TOLAND^s LIFE OF 

malice, nor bribed by favor, and as well daring 
to fay all that is true, as fcorningto write any 
falftiood^I fhall not conceal what may be 
thought againft my author^s honor* nor add 
the leaft word for his reputation : but three 
things I would have you fpecially obferve. 
Firfl, I (hall not be too minute in relating the 
erdlftary circumftances of -his life, and which 
arc common to him with all other men. Writ- 
ings of this nature (hould, in my opinion, be de- 
fign'd to recommend virtue, and to expofe vice -, 
tt to illiiilrat hiftory, and to prcferve the me- 
mory of extraordinary things. That a man, for 
example, was fick at fuch a time, or well at 
jinpthcr,^;fhpuld never bemention'd ; except in 
the caufes or effedts, cure or continuance, there 
happens fomething remarkable, and for the 
benefit of mankind to know. I had not ther* 
fore related Milton's hcadachs in his youth, 
were it not for the influence which this indifpo- 
iition had . afterwards on his eys ^ and that his 
J>lindnefs was rafhly imputed by his enemies to 
the avenging judgment of God. Secondly, In 
the .chara^Sters of fedls, and parties, books or 
opinions, I fliall produce his own words, as I 
riind !em in his works 5 that thofe who approve 
-his reafons, may ow all the obligation to him- 
self, and that I may efcape the blame of fuch 
^ may diflike what he fays. For it is com- 
monly 
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monly feen, that hiilorians are fufpcAed rather 
to make their hero what they would have him 
to be, than fuch as he really was ; and that, as 
they are prorated by different paffio«, they put 
thofe words in his mouth which they might not 
ipeak themfelves without incurring fom danger^ 
and being accus'd perhaps of flattery or injuf- 
tice : but I am neither writing a fatyr, nor a 
panegyric upon Milton, but puHiJhing the true 
bijlory of bis aSfims^ works ^ and opinions. In 
the third place, I would not have it expeSed 
that when I quote a few yeries or pafTages in 
a different language, I fhould always pretend to 
tranfiate 'em, when the whole turn or fancy 
abfolutely depends upon the force of the ori- 
ginal words y for the Ignorant could be nothing 
the wifer^ and the beft tranflation would fpoil 
their beauty to the Learned. But this happens 
fo rarely, and almoft only during his travels 
abroad, that it fcarce deferv'd an advertifement. 
The ampleft part of my materials I had from 
' his own books, where, conftrain'd by the dif- 
famations of his encmys, he often gives an 
account of himfelf, 1 learnt fom particular? 
from a perfon that had bin once his amanuenfis, 
which were confirmed to me by his daughter 
now dwelling in London^ and by a letter writ- 
ten to one at my defire from his laft wife, who 
is ftill alive. I perus'd the papers of oiic of 

: B his 
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his nephews; learnt what I could in difcourfe 
with the other ; and laftly conMted fuck of 
his acquaintance, as, after the beft inquiry, I 
was able to . difcover.. Thii& completely fiir*^ 
mfh'd, I undertook^ Rioft ingenious Sir, ih& 
following work, as well to oblige yovt, as t(^ 
inform pofterity : and perform^ what I knew 
Would be acceptable to my friend with as mucli 
pleafure as ever you pcriis'd our author'^s excels 
fcnt fheets,. 



TOhn MrtTON, the (on Ukewife ofJowsfMttroi^p 
^ and Sarah Caston, a woman exemplary for 
Aer liberality to the Poor, was born in Lsftdon^ ia 
the year of Chrift 1608, a gentleman by his edi>- 
cation and family, bring, defcendcd from the Mil-- 
^ONs of MiUcn in Vxfordjhire 5 tho if you confi- 
der him in his ddmir^ble works or genius, he wal 
truly and eminently noble. But he kad too much 
good fenfe to value himfelf upon any other quali* 
ties except thofe of bis mindii and which only he 
could properly call his own : for all external and 
adventitious titles, as they may at the pleafure of 
a tyrant, or by an unfortunat attemt againft hit 
government, be quite abolifh*d 5 lb we often find 
in hereditary honors, that thofe diftln&ions which 
the Brave and the Wife had juftly obtained from 
their country, defcend indifferently to cowards, 
traytors, or fools, and fpoil the induftry of bet«- 
ter fouls from indeavoring to equal or excede the 
merits of ibeir anceilors. His father was a polite^ 
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man, a great mafter of mufic, - and by profeflion 
A icriYener, in which calling, thro his diligence 
and honeftf, he got a competent eftace in a fmall 
dtne: forliie was difiahericed by his faigotted parents 
£>r imbradng rltic proceftant religion, and ab|iir« 
ing the {)qpiih idolatry; He had two other chil- 
iken^ Anna nutrry'd to Edward Philips ; and 
Chrxstophir bred to die common law^ who^ 
more refembling his granctfather than his father 
or brother, was of a very fupcrftiti^s nature, and 
a man of no parts or ability. After the late civil 
wars, tho he was intirely addided to the royal 
caufe, no notice was taken of him, till the late 
king Jam£S, wanting a fet of judges that would 
4kdare hb will to be fuperior to our legal cohftitu- 
tion, created him the fame day a ferjeant and one 
of the barons of the Exchequer, knighting hi^i of 
couric, and making him next one of the judges of 
the Common Pleas : but he quickly had his quietus 
efil ^ his mailer not long after was deposM for his 
maladminiftration by the people o£ England^ re^re- 
fented in , a convention at Wejimnfter. To return 
now to the perfon who makes the fubjed): of this 
difcourfe, John Milton was deftin^d to be a fcho- 
lar, and partly under domeftic teachers (whereof 
one was Thomas Young, to whom .the firft of 
his familiar letters is infcribed) and partly under 
Dr. Gill, the chief matter ofPauFs fchool (to whom 
Jikewife the fifth of the fame letters is written) he 
made an incredible progrefs in the knowlege of 
words and things, his diligence and inclination out- 
firipping the care of his inftru(^ors. After th^ 
twelfth year of his age, fuch was his infatiabl^ 

B a thirft 



6 TOLAND's LIFE OF 

thirft for learning, he fcldom went to bed beforf , 
midnight. This was tlie firft undoing of hiscys* 
to whole natural debility were added frequent head* 
achs, which could not retard ,or extinguifli his 
laudable palTton for letters. Being thus initiated in 
ieveral tongues, and having not (lightly tailed the 
inexpreflible fweets of philofophy, he was fent at 
fifteen to Chrifi*s College iaCgmbridg ^ to purfue more 
arduous and folid ftudies. This fame year he gave 
feveral proofs of his early genius for poetry, wherin 
he afterwards fucceded fo happily, that . to all ages 
he'l continue no lefs the ornament and glory of 
England^ than Homir is own'd to be that of 
Greece^ and Virgil oi Italy. He firft tranflated 
fom Pfalms into Engtifi verfe, wherof the iX4tk 
begins in this manner* 

When the blcft feed of Terah's faithful fon. 
After long toil, their liberty had won. 
And pad from Pbarian fields to Canaan land^ 
Led by the ftrcngth of the Almighty^s hand j ' 
Jehovah's wonders were in Tfrael (hown. 
His praife and glory was in Ifrael known. 

In his fcventeenth year he wrote a handfom copy of 
vcrfes on the death of a fitter's child that dy'd of a 
cough ; and the fame year a Latin elegy on the 
death of the bifliop of JVincbeftery with another oci 

* It was' not till his feventcenth year, that he was entered 
there, as is -evident from the rcgilhr of that college, into which 
he was admitted penfioaarius mtnort Ftbruery xx^ i6a4*{y 
under the tuition of Mr. William Chapfel, Wr. ^ divine 
highly diftinguifhed for his politenefs, and extenfive learning* 

Dr. Birch's Life of Mutton, printed for Pu MlUar, 175S» 
.page 3. 

that 
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tktt'of £0^» 'Twas then aKb that he composed his 
fine poem on the gimpouder trcafon % concerning 
idl whicti and the reft of his juvenil pieces, the 
judicious MoRHOF, in his Pohfbifiar liierarittSj 
fays, that Milton's writings (hew him to have 
bin "a man in his very childhood ^ and that thbfe 
poems arc" excedingly above the ordinary capacity 
of rfiat age. He continu'd in Cambridg feven years, 
where he Jiv'd with great reputation, and generally 
bftiov^d, till taking the degree of mafler of arts, 
and performing his exerciies with much applaufe, he' 
left theHiniverfity : for he aim'd at none of thofe 
jm>feffions that- require a longer ftay in that place. 
Som of his 'academic performances are (till extant 
among his occafional poems, and at the end of his \ 
familiar letters. The five fucceding years he li v'd 
with his father in his country retirement at Horton 
near CoUbrook in Bark/hirCy where at full leifure he 
perus'd all the Greec and Latin writers ; but was 
not fo much in love with bis fglitude, as not to 
maHe.^n excurfioh now and then to London^ fom* 
tiifies to buy books, or to meet friends from dm* 
bridg 5 and at other times to learn fom new thing in 
the mathefnGiatics or in mufic, with which he was 
extraordinarily delighted. It was about' this time 
he wrote from London a Latin elegy to his intimat 
friend C^iarles Diodati, wherin fom verfes rc- 
fl#ftipg 6n the uhiverfity, and preferring the plea- 
fures of th^ town, g^ve a handle afterwards to 
certain perfons no lefs ignorant than malitlous, to 
report that 'either he was expel'd for fom mifde- 
meanor from Cambridge or left it in difcontsnt that 
he obtained no preferment : and that at London he 
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%eni: hts ctme with leud woosuui^ or at playhou^i^ 
But the fdlfuy of this ftory we (hall in due plaee 
dejnpnftrat, and in the n^ati tinie infert thofe Hoes 
for the fatisfa£fcion of the curioos. 

Me tenet urbs reflua quam Thamejis alluit unda^ 

'Meque nee invitum patria dulch babet. 
Jam nee arufidiferum mhi cur a revifere Camum^ 

Necdudumvetitimelarisangitamor. 
Nuda necarvaflacent^ ufkbrafjue negantia moIks% 

^dm male PbcebicoUs convenh ilk Jocus ! 
Nee duri libet ufque mtnas f erf err e magijlri^ . . 

Cater aque ingenio non fubeunda meo. 
Si Jit ice exitium fatrios adijfefenates^ 

El vacuum curis otia grata fequi^ 
Non ego velp'ofugi nomen^ fortemoe reeufo^ 

Latus &? exilii conditione fruor^ 
O utinam vates nunquatn graviora tuUJfei 

Tile Tomiiano flebilis $xul agro ; 
Non tunc lonio quicquam cejfiffet HomerOy 

Neve foret vi£lp laus tibi prima^ Mora, 
^empora nam licet hie placidis dare libera Mu^ 

Et i'otum rapiunt me mea vita libri. 
Excipit hinc feffumjinuoji pompa theatric 

Et vocat ad plaufus garrula fccnajuos^ 

Et paulo poft : 

Sed neque fub tello femfer^ nee in urbe^ Utemu^ 

Irrita nee nobis tempera veris eunt. 
Nos quoque lucus babet vicina canfttus ulmOy 

Atque fuhtirbani nobilis umbra loci. 
Sapius bic blandas fpirantiajidera fiammas 

Virgineoji videas prateriijfe cboros. 

He 
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He wrote another Latin degy ta CttAHiEt 
DioDATi ; and in his twentieth year he made one 
on the approach of the fpring : t)ut the following 
year he defcribes hta fs^Hng in love with a lady 
<(whpm lie acGidentaliy lnet> and never afterward 
. law) ia fuch tender exprcffioRs, wkh thofe lively 
paflions, and images ib natiirai, ihM ytm would 
.think Lo?e himfelf had diie£i3ed tus pen^ or InTpir'd 
your own btexBt when joa f^enile tiiem. We ihatt 
iee him nowapiiarin a ioaore ferio«s fcene, thoyet 
/a child in compariibn of the figure he afterwards 
made in the world. The death of his mother hap- 
f)ening likewife about this time facilitated his de* 
lign, which was with hts father's leave to travel 
into foren r^ons, being perfuaded that he could 
not better dtfcera the preeminence or defeats of 
Ills own country^ than by obierving the cuftoms and 
inititutions -of others ; and that the ftudy of never 
fo many boc^s, without the advantages of conver- 
fycioOi ferves only to render a man either a ftupid 
fool, or SA infofierable pedant. Firfl: dierfore he 
f>rQcedes to *Fr*ance with one fervant, and no tutor; 
ior fuch as ftill need a pedagog are not lit to go 
abroad ; and thofe who are able to make a right 
iife of their travels, ought to be the free matters of 
their own afiions, their good qualifications being 
fufHcient to introduce 'em into all places, and to 
prefent 'em to the mollt deferving perfons* He had 
an elegant letter of diredion and advice from the 
famous Sir Henry Wotton, who was a long 
time ambafiador from king James the firft to the 
republic of Venict. Being arriv'd at Paris^ he was 
moSk kindly receiv'd by the Englifi ambafiador, whe 

B 4 recom-' 
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recommended him to the famous Grotius^ thefl 
ambafiador alfo from queen Christina of S«;f^ 
at the French court : for we may eafily imagin that 
MiLTOi^ was not a little defirous to be known to 
the firft pcribn then in the worlds for reading and 
latitude of judgnlent, to fpeak nothing of his other, 
meritorious characters. From hence he parted for 
Italy^ where, after palTing thro feveral noted places, 
he came at length to Flortn€6\ a city for the polite^ 
nefs of the language, and the civility of the inha- 
bitants, he always inHnitly admir'd. In this place he 
ftaid about two months, and was daily aiBfting at 
thofe learned confereiKcs which they hold in their 
privat academys, according' to the laudable cuftom 
oi Italy y both for the improvement of letters, and 
the begetting or maintaining of friendfliip. During 
this time he contracted an intinut acquaintance witii 
feveral ingenious men, moft of which have fince 
made a noife in the world, and ddferve a mention 
in this place: ImeanGADDi, Dati, Frescobaldi^ 
Francini^ Bonmattsi, Coltrllino, Chjjiiin- 
TEtLi, and feveral others. With thefe he kept a 
conftant cocrefpondence, particularly with Carolo 
Dati, a nobleman of FlorMCij to whom he wrote 
the tenth of his familiar epiftka, and who gave him 
trhe following tefiiimonial of his efteem. 

Jo ANN I MiLTONi Lofiimnfiy 

Juveni patrUy virtutibus eximio, 
JP^I R O qui mulPa ferngrinatiene^ Jiudio cun&a 
^ 6rbis terrarum perfpexit^ ui novus Ulyjfes ommm 
Mi^i([ue ab omnibus apprebenderft : Poiyg;ioUpy in cujus 
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9re lingua jam itper&ia fie nvivifcunfj nt iJimnata 
^Hma fi$U in ejus lauMhurinfacunda ; (i jure ea per^ 
mUeti ut aJmir attorns i^plau/us paptdorum ah propria 
fapieniia exeitatos inteUigat. Illiy cufus amsiA doter 
corporifque fenfks ad admraiionm cmnmeMntf & per 
ipfam motum cuique aitfirwU : cujus ofura ad plau/MS 
bcrtantur^ fed venufiate voeem Suditoribus odhmtM. 
Cui in memoria totus orhis : in intetteSu fapiintia : ho 
voluntate ardor glori^e : inert doqueniia. Hanapnicos 
€aUftiumSpb4erarum fonitus^ j^rimetma duce^ audientii 
ebarafferes mirabilium natura^ per quos Dei magtntuda 
defer ibitur^ magsftra Pbilofepbia legenti i emtiquitaium 
latebrasy veiuftaSis exeidia^ eruMtiems ambages^ eemite 
affidua auteriim leffioney exquirenth rejtaurmui^ per^ 
Oirrenti. 4t eur mier in arduum f lUi in cujus virtu* 
tibus evulgandis era V^m^ non fufficiant^ nee bemnum 
fiupor in laudandis fatis eft^ revereHti^e ^ amoris erga 
boc ejus tneritis debiium admiratienis triiutum offer t 
Carolus Datus Patrieius Florentinus. 

Tanto hemini fervusy tanta virtutis amator% 
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I doflft tbink tbe Itdihn fouri^ were ever emfi 
furtber tban in this elogy^ wbieb notwitbfianding ir 
Jhuere^ andpen*d by an boneji man. Franciki // mi' 
Ufs liberal of bis praifes in tbe long Italian ode be 
composed in bis bonor^ tvbieb^ beeaufe it dosjuftiee to- 
tbe1^ng\i&, natioUy and foretold tbe future greatnefr 
of Milton, / bave annexed to tbis difcourfe. That 
lie correfponded afterwards with Bonmattei, ap» 
pears from the eighth of his familiar letters, which 
he wrote to btm on his defign of publilhing an 7/^- 
Han Gramm^^ and is not more elegant dian per* 

tioent. 
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tinent But he atum'd that perfeftion hia^lf im. 
che Italian language as to make fom fongs on %,. 
neal or feign'd miftrels, in one of which he gtvoi a 
J^dfom acooitnt of his wridng in this tongue^ 

^ual in coUiafprtfj al imhrunir difera^ 
Vavezzdgimnetta faftardla 
V» hBgnani9 Pherheita ftrana e BtHa^ 
Che maljijfandi a £fufata fpera 

Fm&r di fiia natia alma frma ^era : 
Co/i amor meco infd la lit^uafiiella 
Deft a il fior nuovo di ftrama favella : 
Mentfe to diie^ ^'etztxsamtnte altera^ 

Canto dal iklo huonpopol mn intefo^ 
E^l kel Tamigi ^angi^ <ol hel amo : 
Ather lo ^olfe^ ed to a Valtrui pefo ; 

Seppi cVamor cefa mat volfe indamo. 
Deb f fo/sUl mio cuor lento^ // durofena 
A chipianta dal delfi huon terreno. 

From his belov'd Florence he took Jhts journy next 
to Rome^ where he ftay'd two other months to fee 
the miferahk remains of that famous city^ once tb§ 
ghriaus miftrefs of the worlds and d^ervedfy foy as 
ieing then net onfy the faireft thing under heaven ; 
hit that J till the ambition of a few perfons corrupted 
her equal government^ ft>e extended Merty and leamif^ 
as far as the glory (^ her name^ or the terror of her 
arms. HerCy no doubt ^ aU the examples be bad bir 
iberto read of the virtue^ elofuence^ wifdem^ or valor 
if ber anlient citizens ^ occur'd to Us mind i and cotild 
not hut opprefs with grief bis generous foul^ when %vitk, 
bis own eys be faw Rome now the chief feat of the 
mft exguiftt tyranny exercised by efeminat prieftsy net 

rei^ninf^ 
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W^i i fty Ifv tbiw^rli thro awf MMiv^d opimn^ilmA 
ji^ia^ mrirmioftbm cMn^e (far tf tbi/e f$taUiie$ 
thef are knmm and Jwem emmys) but debubig mm 
t»itb uM€iimnt(AU fabln^ and dt/krmmg *em ij imam 
gimity fears, tbeyj^ their beads firji with fuperfiitim^ 
and then their own pockets with their mwf. Hem 
he became acquainted with the celebrated Lucas 
HoLSTKNius the Vatican librarian, who us*d him 
lyich great humanity, and readily fheVd him all the 
Gthc authors, whether publilh'd or otherwife, that 
pift his care and emendations : He alio prefented 
him to cardinal Barberini, who at an entertain** 
ment of mufic, perform'd at his own expence^ 
look'd for him in the croud, and gave him a kind 
invitation. To thank Holstenius for all thefe 
favors, Milton wrote afterwards from Florence the 
flinth of his familiar letters. At Rome he likewift 
commenced a friendftiip with the poet Giovanni 
Salsilli, who in the following tetraftich extols 
him for writing fo corrtftly in Gr4u^ Latin^ and 
JiaUan. 

Cede Melesy cedai deprejfa ACncius umOp 

Sebetus Taffim definat ufque loqut : 
M ^home/is viHor cunBisferat altior undas^ 

Nam per te^ Milto^ par trihusunus erit. 

MiiTON in return fent to SALsiLLr, ihortly after 
iying fick, thofe fine foazons which may be read 
among bis juvenil poems. And here .Coo did 
SxLVAOoi adorn him with this diftich. 

* Grada Maenidem^ jaBetJihi Roma Maronem : , 
Anglia Milionum jaffat utrique parem. 

Having 
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Having dqMirted from Rme to Naples^ h6 wtii JM 
trodoc'd by »his s feliow^ traveller co GiovankC^ 
Battista Manso, marquifs oiVilla^ aperfoo mc^ 
nobly idefccnded) of great authority, renowned for 
bis military atchievments, and a fnitron of learned 
men. To him the famous Tasso infcrib'd bit 
poem of friendfliip, and makes honorable tAtn/^ 
tion of him among the princes of Cdn^ama in the 
twentieth book of his Gierufalemme c^njitijiaia. He 
went himfelf to fhew him all the remarkable plaoes 
of that city, vifited him often at his lodging, and 
made this diftich inr his commendation^ which he 
addreflcs to himfelf. 

Ut menSy forma^ decor y facies^ tnos ; Ji pietasjic^ 
Non Anglusy verum bercle jingelus ipfi fores. . 

This exception of his piety relates to his being a 
proteftant; and the marquifs told htm he wouki 
have don him feveral other good offices, had he 'bin 
faaorereferv'd in matters of rdi^on. But our. author 
out of gratitude for all thefe fingular favots froia 
one of his high quality, prefented him at his de« 
parture ^th an incomparable Latin iecl<^, ihti- 
turd ManfuSy which is extant among his occafional 
pieces : and that I may mention it by the way, I 
don*t queftion but it was from Ma>iso's converfa* 
tk)n and dieir difcourfes about Tasso, that 1at 
Srft form'd his defign of writing an epic poem^ 
aho he was not fo foon determined a|)out ihe 
fubjed. , 

He was now preparing to pafs over into Sicify 
and Greece^ when he was recaPd by the fad new^ <^ 
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^ civil war beginning in Ef^knd y efieemng i$ aii 
mwsrihy thif^ f$r himfecurely ta be diverting himfiU^. 
abrpadf when bis coufUrymen wen cmlendmg.at hctm 
fur tbtir Uberty. Intending therfore to recum cq[ 
Rme^ he w»s advii'd by fom merchants totha 
contrary I for they had learnt from their eor^ 
fi^KmdoitS) diat the Englifo Jefuics were framing 
plott againft.him l^ reafon oi the great freedon 
he us'd in his difcouKfes of religion. Notwiibfiani^ 
u^^ iamig refoh*d mt to hgin atrf difputesj kft4 
hei^ aflfd^ iiotJo diffemile bis fentiments ^aiever 
wigbt infitej be weut tbe feamd time to Romeii a^ 
fiafd there txvo montbs Umger^ neither €om:eaUng bis 
name^ nor dectinit^ openfy to defend tbe truth under 
tbe pop^s nofej when any thought fit to attack inm : 
yet be returned /aft to bis learned and affeSionat friends 
in Florence. I foc^ all this while to mcntioii 
that he paid a vifit to Galileo, then ah old ouu^ 
and a frifoner to the InqiAfition for tbinlang -otherwife 
in aftronmy than phased the Frandfcan and Domini** 
can firiers. He tarry*d two other mondis in 
Florence J and having fcen Lucca^ Bonomaj Ferrara^ 
he arriv'd in Venice. :• After fpending one'month 
bece^ and (hipping off alL the books he colleded 
id hi» travels, he came thro Verona^ Milan^ crofs 
the yf^Sy and along the lake Lemanno to Geneva^ 
where he contracted an intitnat familiarity with 
.GioTANHi DiQDATXy a noted profeflbr of divinity, 
and was known to feveral others, particularly to 
:the . celebrated critic and antiquary Faedbric 
Spanhemius now alive, to whom he wrote the 17th 
of his familiar letters, and who, together with 
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Caianorini, md fom more of thatcky, ftrit 
intelligence afterwards concerning hia antagpmil 
M oit«s» whcrof in due order. So leaving this 
plaoe^ and paffing back again thro iT»0r^, he did 
after one year and thiree months peregrination re*. 
turn fafe into Englsad^ much a1x>ut the lame time 
that king Cnarlss the firft made his lecond un«» 
fucceilful eiqpedttk>n againft the Scoii. As foon as 
the complements of friends or acquaintance were 
over» he hir'd a handfom lodging in the city, to be 
t retreat for himfelf and his books in fuch uncer** 
lata and troublefom times* Eut he continued a long 
while inconfolable for the loTs of" his deareft friend, 
and ichoolfellow CHARLsis Diodati, mendon*d 
before, who dy*d In his abfence. He was from 
iMCC4 originally, but an Englifliman born, a (hi- 
dent in phyfic, and an exceUenc fcholar, as I have 
good reafons to believe, and appears by two Qreei 
ktters of his to Milton, very handfomly writ<* 
ten, and which I have now in my hands. Our 
giithor in mournful notes bitterly laments the im^ 
mature fate of this young gendeman, whom he 
denoted by the appellation of Damok in an eclog 
nothing inferior to the Marcman Ddpbmsj and 
which is to be flill feen among his Latin mifcel* 
lanies. By this piece we plainly find that he had 
already conceiv'd the plan of an epic poem, wherof 
iie then defign'd the fubjed Ihould be the warlike 
anions of the old Brkijb heroes, and particularly 
of king Arthur, as he declares lumfdf in thefe 
ver fes. 
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fpfe ego Darianias Rutupina per aqtiora puppet 
hicam^ &? Pandrajidos regnum vetus Inogem^e^ 
Srenntemque Arviragumque Duces^ prifcumque BeUnumt, 
Et tandem ArmoricH Britonamfich kge colonos i 
Turn gravidam Arturo fat alt fraude Fogemen^ 
Mendaces vuitus affumtaque Gorhfis artna^ 
MerUni dolus. 

But this particular fubje^b was rdferv'd for the ede* 
brated pen of Sir Richard Blackmorb. Sooi 
few lines after he declares his anobition of per* 
forming fomthkig in his naliVe language that 
mv^t perpetuat hb naofie in thefe ilands^ tho he 
fhould be the m#re obfcure and in^of ious by it t6 
the reft of the world. His woiib, becaufe they 
mt wonderfully fine, I (halt here infert. 

Mifatis miepla 
Merces^ & mibi grande decus (fim ignotus in awm 
Turn licet y e^ftemo peffitufque inglorius orbiX 
Si meflanm comas legat Ujfa^ &f potcr Alauni^ 
Vorticibufque freqmns Abra^ ^nemus omn^ ^rianf^^ ^ 
JEt Thames meus ante omnesy & fufca metallis 
yamaray Gf extremis me Mfcant Orcades mfis. 

I (aid above that it was by his converfation wicH 
the marquifs of ViUa^ who fo nobly honored the 
immortal men:K)ry of Tasso, that Our MiltoH 
form'd his vaft defign. That this was not a ofiere 
conjefture, and that king Arthur alfo was to be 
the hero of that piece, let but thefe reries of hti 
Manjks be confider^d. 
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O mbi^ mea fars talem concedat amicum 
Pbabaei decor affe vires qui tarn bene norii^ 
Si gaando indigenas revocabo in carmina regeSj 
jjb'turumque etiamfub ierris Mid ntaveniem i 
Aut dicam invifi^ fociali fcsdere menfie 
Magnammcs Heroas^ & (0 modo Spiriius adfii) 
Frangam Saxomcas Britonumfub Marte Phalanges. 

But to return to his lod^ng$, where nve left 
him> there, both to be eas*d in the reading of the 
bcft authors, and to diichai^ his duty to his fifterV 
foAS that were partly committed to his tuition, he 
undertook the care of their education, and in* 
ilruAed them in JJUin^ Greec^ Hebrew^ and other 
oriental dialedfcs i likewife in feveral parts of the 
mathematics, in cofmography, hiftory, and fom 
modern languages, as French and Italian. Som 
gentlemen of his intimat friends, and to whom he 
could deny nothing, prevailed with him to impart 
the fame benefits of learning to their fons, Ipecially 
lince the trouble was no more with many than a 
fcur. He that well knew the great eft perfons in all 
4fges ta han)e bin delighted with teaching others the 
principles of knowl^e and virtue^ eafily €omplfd\ 
nor was hisfuccefs unan/werable to the opinion which 
was generally entertained of his capacity. And not 
CQnrent to acquaint his difciples with thofe books 
that are commonly read in the fchools, wherof 
feveral, no doubt, are excellent in their kind, tho 
others are as trivial or impertinent } he made them 
likewife read in Latin the antient authors concern- 
ing huibandry, as Cato, Varro, Columella, 
tnd Aalladius i alfo Corkslivs Celsvs the 
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' pli^fician, PiiiNY'j Natural Hiftory,) the Archi- 
te<5lure of ViTkuvius, the Strat!agems of Faon- 
tiNus, and the philbfophical poets Lucretius 
tnd Manxlius* To the ufuai Gre^r books, as 
,HpM£R and HESioxr^ he added Aratus, Diokv* 

SIUS PSRIEOETES, OPPIAN, QumTUS GaUABZR^ 

Apollonius Rhodius, FLVTARaH^ 'Xbnqbhok, 
.^Elian's Tadtics, and the Stratagenia of PoLYi£- 
Nus. * // was this greateft Jign of a good man in bintr and 
the bigheft obligation be could lay on his friends ^ with" 
cfit atrf fordid or mercenary furpofes^ that gave occd- 
Jion to bis adverfaries with opprobrioufiy terming him u 
fchool-majier 5 tho were this charge as true as it is 
utterly falfe, I fee not how it Ihould any way tend 
to his diftionor, if he had bin neceffitated to fuch a 
laborious occupation for his living, and difcharg^d 
it with due honefty and care. But what*s very re^- 
markable is, that the moft forward to reproach him 
in this manner were themfclves ihean tutors in thb 
univeriity , and the greateft of *em only a profeflbf, 
which are but nominally diftingulfhable from fchooN 
matters. 

He tells us himfelf in his fecond defence^ " Thtt 
** on bis return from travelling he found all 
** mouths open againft the bilhopSi fom com- 
" plaining of their vices, and others quareHing at 
*' the very order; and that thinking from fuch 
** beginnings a way might be open'd to true In 
*• berty, he heartily ingag*d in the difputci as well 
^\ to refcue his fellow-cititens from flavery, ds to 
help the puritan minifters^ who were inferior to 
the bifhops in learning/* He fir ft of all ther- 
fore, in the year 1641. publilh'd two books of Re^ 

C formation^ 
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formatitm^ dedicated to a friend. In the firft of 
thefe he fiiews, by orderly, fteps, from Henry the 
eighth's rdgn, what were all along the real impedi«- 
ments in this kingdom to a perfed reformation^ 
which in general he reduces to two heads, that is^ 
4>ur retaining of ceremonies, and confining th'e 
power of ordination to diocefan bifhops exclu- 
iively of the people. ^^ Our ceremonies^ he fays, 
•• arc fenflefs in themfelves, and ferve for nothing 
•* but either to facilitat our return to popery ; or 
to hide the defeds of better knowlege, and ^ 
let off the pomp of prelacy." As for the biihops, 
many of whom he denys not to have bin good men, 
tho not infallible, nor above alt human frailties, he 
affirms, ** that at the beginning, tho they had re- 
nounced the pope, they hug'd the popedom, 
and ihai^d the authority among themfelves." Ih 
-king Edward the fixth*s time, he affirms, ** they 
•* were widi their proftitute gravities the common 
** ftales to countenance every politic fetch thdt 
^^ was then on foot. If a toleration for mafs were 
to be beg'd of the king for his filler Mary, left 
Chari.Es the fifth ihould be angry ; who but the 
** grave prelats, Cranmer and Ridley, fli^uld 
** be fent to extort it from the young king ? When 
the lord Sudley, admiral of England^ and the 
proteftor's brother, was wrongfiilly to lofe his 
*' life, no man could be found fitter than Latimer 
** to divulge in his iermon the forg'd accufations 
** laid to his charge, therby to defame hifn ^ith 
** the people. Cranmer, one of king Hrnry's 
- ** executors, and the other bilhops, did, to gratify 
** the ambition of a traytor, confent to exclude 
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*'* from the fucceffion, not only Mary the pipift, 
** but ajfo Elizabeth the proteftant, the before 
** declared by therrtfelvcs the lawful iflue of fheir 
** late mafter." In queen Elizabeth's reign he 
imputes the obftrudions of a further reformation 
ftill to the bifliops, and then procedei fr'oftn anti-' 
quity to prove that all ecclefiaftical eledib^iS be- 
longed to the people ; but that if tfhofe ages had 
favor*d epifcopacy, we fhould not be much co;}* 
cern'd, fince tie beft times were fpreadingly infeSed^ 
the beft men of ihofe times foully tainted, and the beft 
writings of thofe men dangeroufly adulterated ; which 
propofitions he labors to prove at large* In the 
fecond book he continues his difcourfe of prriati- 
cal epifcopacy, difplays the politics of the lame ; 
which, according to him, are always oppofit to 
Tiberty : he deduces the hlftory of it down from 
its remoteft original, ^nd (hews, that m England 
particularly it is fo far from being, as they com* 
monly allege, the only form of church^diiciplin 
agreablc to monarchy, that the mortalleft difeafes 
and convulfions of the government did ever pro- 
cede from the craft of the prelats, or was occa- 
fion'd by their pride. Then he incourages the 
Englifh and Scots to purfue their begun conteft for 
liberty by this exhortation. " Go on both, hand 
'*' in handj O nations, never to be difunited. Be 
the praife and the heroici fong of all pofterity. 
Merit this ; but feek only virtue, not to extend 
your limits : for what need you win a fading 
triumphant laurel out of the tears of wretched 
men ; but to fettle the pure worfhip of God in 
his church, And juftice in the ftate ? Then Ihall 
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V the hardeft difficulties fmooth out thcmfelve* he^ 
** fore you j envy fhall fink to hell, craft and ma^ 
*^ lice be confounded, whether it be homebred 
*^ mifchief, or outlandifh cunning : yea other na- 
** tions will then covet to ferve you ; for lordfhip 
" and vidory are but the pages of juftice and vir- 
** tue. Commit fecurely to true wildom the van- 
^^ quifhing and uncafing of craft and fubtilty, 
^^ which are but her two runnagates. Join your 
^ invincible might to do worthy and Godlike 
^' deeds, and then he that feeks to break your 
** union, a cleaving curie be his inheritance to all 
** generations/' 

After this, certain minifters having written a 
treatife againft epifcopacy, the title SmeHymnuus^ 
confifting of the initial letters of their names, and 
a bifhop of no fmall authority having beftowM an 
anfwer upon it, Milton, to ufe his own words, 
fuppofing himfelf not lefs able to write for truth, 
than others for their profit or unjuft power, pub- 
lifliM his piece of prelatical epifcopacy. In this 
^"hook he proves againfl: the famous Usher (for he 
would not readily ingage a meaner adverfary) that 
diocefan epifcopacy, or a fuperior order to the com- 
mon miniftry, cannot be deduced from the apofto- 
lical times by the force of fuch teftimonies as are 
alleged to that purpofe* Now Usher's chief ta- 
lent lying in much reading, and being a great edi- 
tor and admirer of old writings, Milton ftews 
the infufficiency, inconveniency, and impiety of this 
method to eftablilh any part of chritlianity ; and 
blames thofe perfons who cannot t\\\\\ any doubt 
rcfolv'd, or any doftrin conjiim'd, un.^fs they run 
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to that indigefted heap and fry of authors which, 
they call antiquity. *' Whatfoever either time 
*^ (fays he) or, the heedlefs hand of blind chance, 
** has drawn down to this prefent in her huge 
** dragnet, whether fifli or feawecd, Ihclls or 
Ihrubs, unpick'd, unchofen, chofc are the fa- 
thers." And fo he chides the good bilhop for 
divulging ufelefs treatifes, ftuft with the Jpecipus 
names of Ignatius and Polycarpus, with frag^ 
ments of old martyrologies and legends, to diftradl 
and ftagger the multitude of credulous readers. 

His next performance was tie reafon of church^ 
government ur^d againjt prelacy ^ in two hooks ^ princi- 
pally intended againll the fame Usher's account 
of the original of epifcopacy. The eloquence is 
mafculin, the method is natural, the fentiments 
are free, ind the whole (God knows) appears to 
have a very different force from what the noncon- 
formift divines wrote in thofe days, or fince that 
time, on the fame fubjeft. In the beginning pf 
the fccond l)Ook he mentions his defign of writing 
an epic poenrij but continues ftill unrefolv'd, whe- 
ther his hero fliould be fom prince before the con- 
queft, or the argument be borrowed from the fcrip- 
ture or the antient heathen hiftory. But becaufe 
the account he gives of what the poet fhould prcH 
pofe by fuch a work is exadlly juft, and withal fq 
properly expreft, I fhall not grudg to tranfcribe \% 
in this place. ** Thefe abilities (fays he, fpeaking 
** of invention and compofition) wherfoever they 
** be found, are the infpir*d gift of Gcd ; rarely 
f* beftow*d, but yet to fom (tho moft abufe them) 
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*' in every nation, and are of power to breed and 
*^ cberifh in a great people the feeds of virtue and 
** public civility, to allay the perturbations of the 
♦' mind, and fet the affeSions in a right tune i— or 
** laftly, whatfoever is in religion holy and fublime,. 
^* in virtue amiable or grave, whatfoever has paf- 
** fion or admiration in all the changes of tha^ 
*• which is caird fortune from without, or the 
*' wily fubtilties and refluxes of mans, thoughts 
** from within, all thefe things with a iblid and 
** treatable fmoothnefs to paint out and defcribe. 
*' Teaching over the whole book of fanftity and 
** virtue thro all the inftances of example, and 
with fuch delight, to thofe efpecially of a fofc 
and delicious temper (who will not fo much as 
look upon truth hcrfelf, unlefs they fee her ele- 
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^* gantly dreft) that wheras the paths of honefty 
" and good life appear now rijggcd and difficult, 
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tho they be indeed eafy and pleafant ; they 
would then appear to all men both eafy and 
pleafant, tho they wefe rugged and difficult 
♦• indeed. And what a benefit this would be to 
*' our youth and gentry, may be foon gueft by 
^ what we know of the corruption anc} bane which 
** they fuck in daily from the writings and interlude^ 
** of libidinpU3 and ignorant poetafters 5 who hay- 
** ing fcarce ever heard of that which is the main 
*' confiftence of a true poem, the chpice of fuch 
** perfons as they ought to introduce, and what is 
♦* moral and decent to each one, do for the moft 
■ * part lap up virions principles in fweet pills to be 
*^ fwallpw'd down, and piak^ the taftc of virtuousi 
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^^ documents harfh and four. But becaufe the 
^' fpirit of man cannot demean it (elf lively in 
this body without fom recreating intermifliori of 
labor and ferious things, it were happy for the 
•^ commonweaithy if our magiftrats, as in thole 
^^ famous governments of old, would take into 
*^ their care not only the deciding of our conten- 
^' tious law cafes or brauls, but the managing of 
^ our public fports and feftival paftimes ; that they 
might not be fuch as were authorized a while 
fince, the provocations of drunkennefs and luft, 
but fuch as may inure and harden our bodies by 
** martial exercifes to all warlike ikill and per« 
^' formances ; and may civilize, adorn, and make 
^' difcrete our minds by the learned and aiFable 
*^ meeting of frequent academies, and the procure- 
*^ mcnt of wife and artful recitations, fweeten'd 
^^ with eloquent and graceful inticements to the 
-** love and pradtice of jtaftice, temperance and 
^^ fortitude, inftru&ing and bettering the nation 
^^ at all opportunities, that the voice of wifdom 
** and virtue may be heard every where. Whether 
*^ this may not be don, not only in pulpits, biic 
^' afcer another perfuafive method, at kt and fo- 
^^ lemn paneguries, in theatres, porticos, or what 
** other place or way may win moft upon the peo- 
♦** pie to receive at once both recreation and inftruc- 
^^ tioh, let them in authority confult." 

Another (eminent * bifhop having written againfl: 
Smsctymnuus, our author publifh'd animadverfiotis 
cm hjis book ; and to the reafons alleged from coun- 
4nis for fubftituting a conftant form to occafional 
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prayers in public, he gives the following anfweF* 
Set the grave councils, fays he, upon their 
(helves again, and firing them hard, left their 
various and jangling opinions put their leaves 
into {I flutter. I fhall not intend this hot fcafori 
to lead you a qourfe thro the wide and dufty 
champain of the councils •, but fliall take coun* 
fel of that whidi counfel'd them, reafon : and 
tho I know there is an ohfolete reprehenfion noW 
at your tongues end, yet I Ihall be bold to fay, 
that reafon is the gift of God in one man as well 
as in athoufand. By that which we have tafted 
already of their cifterns, we may find that reafoh 
was the only thing, and not any divine com- 
mand, that mov'd them to injoin the fet form'^ 
of a liturgy. Firft, left any thing in general 
might be miflaid in their public prayers, throi 
ignorance or want of care, contrary tp the faith : 
and next, left the Jrians and Pelagians, in par* 
ticular fliould infcft the people by their hyrnn^ 
and forms of prayer. But by the good: leave of 
thefe antient fathers, this was no folid prevent 
tion of Iprcading herefy, to "debar the minifter^ 
of God the ufe of their noblcft taknt, prayer lA 
the congregation \ unlefs ^hey had forbid the 
ufe of all fcrmpns ^nd leftures too, bvit fuch as 
were re^dy made to their hands like our homi- 
lies : or clfe he that was heretical ly difpos'd had 
as fair an opportunity qf infefting in his dif- 
courfe, as in his prayer or hymn. As infuffi- 
ciently, and, to fay truth, as imprudently did 
they provide by their cpntriv'd liturgies, left 
any thing fnculd be pray'd thro ignorance or 
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^ want of care in the mirtifters : for if thcy^wcrc 
** carelcfs s^nd ignorant in their prayers, certainly 
" they wouW be more carelefs in tneir preaching, 
** and ftill more carelefe in watching over their 
^' flock; and iirtiat prefcription could reach to 
** bound them in both thefe ? What if reafon, 
^' now illuftrated by the word of God, Ihall be 
^* able to produce a better prevention than thefe 
^* councils have left us agdnft hcrcfy, ignorance, 
^^ or want of care in the miniftry, to wit, that 
** fuch wifdom and diligence be us'd in the educa- 
*' tion of thofc that would be miniflers, and fuch 
** a ftrift and ferious examination to be undergon 
^* before their admiflion, as St. Paul to Timothy 
** fets down at large 5 and then they need not carry 
^* fuch an unworthy fufpicion over the preachers 
** of God's word, as to tutor their unfoundnefs 
^* with the a, b, c, of a liturgy, or to diet their 
** ignorance and want of care with the limited 
^* draught of a mattin and evenfong drench." 
What his opinion was of the fathers he further 
declares, when he calls them thofe more antient 
V than trufty fathers, whom cwftom and fond 
** opinion, weak principks, and |he ncgleft of 
♦' founder knowlcge, has exalted fo high, as to 
have gained them a blind reverence; whofc 
books in bigneis and number ehdlefs and im- 
meafurable, I cannot think that cither God or 
♦' nature, either divine or human wifdom, did 
*' ever mean fhould be a rule or reliance to us 
" in the decifion of an/ weiighty and pofitive doc- 
f^ trins : for certainly every rule and inftrument 
^ jof ncccflary knowlegc that God has given us, 
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anc) man^g'd by the life of man, without pen- 
ning him up from the duties of human fo- 
** cicty,— rBut he that fliall bind himfelf to make 
antiquity his rule, if he reads ^but part (befides 
the difficulty of choice) his rule is deficient, 
and utterly unfatisfying ; for there may be 
^' other writers of another mind, which, he has 
^' not feen : And if he undertakes all, the length 
*^ of mans life cannot extend to give hihi a full 
*' and requifit knowlege of what was don in an- 
** tiquity. — Go thcrfore and ufeall your art, apply 
your ikdges, your leavers, and your iron crows, 
to heave and hale your mighty Polypmbmus of 
antiquity, to the delufion of novices and unex- 
perienced Chriftians." The prefent ecclefiaftical 
revenues, he fays, were not at firft the effefts of 
juft policy or wholefom laws, but of the fuper- 
ftitious devotion of princes and great men that 
** knew no better, or of the bafe importunity of beg- 
^* ging friars, haunting and harraffing the death* 
^^ beds of men departing this life in a blind and 
wretched condition of hope to merit heaven for 
the building^ of churches, cloyfters, and con- 
^^ vents; the black revenues of purgatory, the 
^' price of abus'd and murder'd fouls, the damn'd 
** fimony of trentals, and the hire of indulgences 
" to commit mortal fin/' 

Milton's next book was his Apology againft the 
fame reverend perfon, who tax'd his Aumaioiffion^ 
with being a fcurrilous libeK This adverfary, as it 
has always bin the cuftom of fom people when 
|bcy cap neither anfwer well nor defend, had re- 
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courfe to difFamation and perfonal refiedions, 
which, had they bin true, could not dcrogat from 
the force of his arguments ; but, being falfe, rouft 
be card by their true names of lying and flandcr. 
Our author therfore intreats thofc who have found 
the Icifure to read his name unworthily di6PamM« 
that they would be fo good and fo patient as to 
bear the fame perfon not unneedfully defended. 
Being accus'd of having bin an inordinat and 
riotous youth vomited out of the univerfity, he 
makes this reply : " For this commodious ly I 
*' thank him ; for it has given me an apt occafion 
*' to acknowlege publicly with all grateful mind 
^' that more than ordinary favor and refpeft which 
^^ I found above any of my equals at the handa 
^' of thofe courteous and learned men, the fellows 
of that college wherin I fpent fom years ; who 
at my parting, . after having taken two dc-» 
^' grees (as the manner is) fignify'd many ways 
*' how much better it would content them that I 
fhould (lay, as by many letters full of kinjneis 
and loving reiped, both before that time and 
long after, I was afllir'd of their Angular good 
affeftion towards me. Which ^ being likewife 
^propenfc to all fuch as were for their ftudious 
and civil life worthy of cfteem, I could not 
^' wrong their judgments and upright intention^ 
*' fo much as to think I bad that regard from them 
^' for any othei' caufe than that I might be ft ill in-t 
courag'd to procede in the honeft and laudable 
courfe^ of which they apprehended I had given 
^- good proof.— *- As forthd common approbation or - 
^^ (jiHike pf that place, as now it is^ that I ihould 
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•* cftecm or difefteem myfelf or any other the 
•• more for that, is too fimple and too credulous 
•* in the confuter, .if he thinks to obtain with me 
or any right difcernen Of finall pradtice was 
that phyfician who could not judg by what both 
^* {he or her fifter have of a long time vomited, 
** that the worfer ftufF fhe ftrongly keeps in her 
** ftomach, but the better (he is ever kecking at, 
^' and is qucafy. She vomits now out of fick.- 
" nefs, but e're it be well with her (be muft vomit 
** by ftrong phylic— The fubiirb wherin I dwell 
** (hall be in my account a more honorable place 
•* than his univer(ity 5 which, as in the time of 
her better health, and my own younger judg- 
ment, I never greatly admir'd, fo now much 
** lefs/* This is not the only pa(rage of the Apa- 
logyy wherin he teftifys his contemt of the univer- 
fities ; for in another place he fays, " that what 
•* with truanting and debluchcry, what with falfe 
grounds, and the weaknefs of natural faculties 
in many of them (it being a maxim with fom 
*• men to fend the (impleft of their fons thither) 
^* perhaps there would be found among them as 
^* many unfolid and corrupted judgments, both in 
^^^ doftrin and life, as in any other two corpora- 
♦* tions of like bignefs. This is undoubted, that 
** if any carpenter, fmith, gr weaver, were fuch a 
♦' bungler in his trade, as the greater number of 
them are in their profe(fion, he would ftarvc for 
any cuftom : and (hould he cxerci(c his manu- 
** fafture as little as they do their talents, he would 
*' forget his art : or (hould he miftakc his tools as 
^* they do theirs, he wovjld mar all the work he 
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** took in hand. How few among them that knovfr 
** how to write or fpeak in a pure ftile, much lefe 
" to diftinguifli the ideas and various kind of 
" ftile ! In Latin barbarous, and oft not without 
foloecifms, declaming in rugged and mifcellane* 
ous gear blown together by the four winds ; 
and in their choice preferring, the gay ranknefs 
of Apulbius, Arnobius, or any modem 
Fuftianifty before the native Latinifms of Cicero. 
In the Greec tongue moft. of them qnletter'd or 
unentered to any found proficiency in thofe Attic 
mailers of wifdom and eloquence. In the Hibrew 
text, except it be fom few of them, their lips are 
utterly uncircumcis'd. No lefs are they out of 
the way in philofophy, peftring their heads with 
the faplefs dotages of old Taris and Salamanca. 
His antagonifl: infinuating a malicious reprefenta* 
** tion even of his early rifing, he tells him, that his 
morning haunts arc, where . they (hould be, at 
home ; not fleeping, or concofting the furfeits 
of an irregular feaft, but up and ftirring ; in 
winter often before the found of any bell awake 
men to labor or devotion ; in fummer as oft with 
the bird that firft roufes, or not much tardier, to 
read good authors, or caufe them to be read, till 
the attention be weary, or memory have its full 
fraught. Then with ufeful and generous labors 
preferving the bodys health and hardinefs, to 
render a lightfom, dear, and not a lumpifh obe- 
dience to the mind, for the caufe of religion, 
** and our country's liberty, when it fhall require 
** firm htarts in found bodies to ftand and cover 

** their ftations, rather than fee the ruin of our 

*' pro- 
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*^ proteftatioiij and the inforcement of a (iavifli 
** life.** Palling over his ferious and juft apology 
for frequenting playhoufca^ I fhall fubjoin the rea-* 
ion he gives why fom terms of the ftagc might ap- 
pear in his writings without having learnt them in 
the theater; ** which was not needful, fays he^ 
** when in the colleges fo many of the young 
** divines, and thofe in next aptitude to divinity^ 
** have bin feen fo often on the ftage, writhing 
*• yid unboning their clergy lims to all the antic 
** and diflioneft geftures of trinculos, buffoons^ 
and bauds : proftituting the fhaitie of that mini-* 
ftry, which either they had or were nigh having, 
to thcf cys of courtiers and court ladys, with 
*' their grooms and mademoifelles. There while 
** they afted and ovcradted, among other young 
*' fcholars I was a fpcftator ; they thought them- 
** felves gallant men, and I thought them fools j 
*^ they made fport, and I iaugh'd; they mif- 
pronounc'd, and I miflikM ; and, to make 
up the atticifm, they were out, and I hift." He 
was to anfwcr next to the heavy charge of Icud- 
nefs with common proftitutes j and bccaufc the 
account he gives of himfclf upon this occafion, 
and of that part of his poetry which regards the 
affairs of love, is not only effential to the hiftory 
of his life, but of good inftruftion alfo to fuch a^ 
read fuch pleafant and alljiring books, I fuppofc 
none will be offended with me for laying it here 
before them, " I had my time, fays he', like others 
*' that have good learning bcttow'd uport them, to 
" be fent to thofe places where the opinion was it 
** might be fooneft attained •, and, as the manner 
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** is, was not unftudy'd in thofe authors which ar6 
** moft commended. Of , thcfc fom were grave 
^^ orators and hiftorians, whofe matter Inethoiight 
^' I loy'd indeed ; but as my age then was, fo I 
^' underftood them. Others were the fmooth ele- 
^' giac poets, whei^f the fchools are not (carce» 
** whom both for the pleafing found of their nu- 
*^ merous writings (which in imitation I fouild 
** moil eafy, and moft agreable to nature's patt 
^^ in me) and for their matter, which what k ik 
** there be few who know not, I wa* fo allured t6 
*^ read, that no reci^eation came to me more wel- 
*^ com : for that it was then thdfe years with me, 
" which are excused tho they be leaft fevere, I may 
•* be fav*d the labor to remember you. Whence 
** having obferv'd them to account k the chief glory 
^^ of their wit thkt they were ableft to judg te praife, 
and by that could efteem themlelves worthieft to 
love thofe high perf^b£tions, which under one or 
other name they took to celebrat ; I thought 
with my felf by eVery inflind and prefage of 
^^ nature (which is not wont to be falfe) that what 
^* embolden'd them to this talk, might with fuch 
*^ diligence as they us'd embolden me : and that 
*^ what judgment, wit^ Or elegance, wtis my ihiare, 
would herein beft af^ar, and beft value it felf, 
by how much mc»e wifely ahd with more love 
of virtue I fhould chufe (let rude ears be abfent) 
the objeft of not unlike praifcs. For tho thefe 
thoughts to fbm will ieem virtuous and com- 
mendable, to others only pardonable, to a third 
'^^ ibrt perhaps idle ; yet the mentioning of diem 
!^ liOw will end in fertous. Nor blame it, readers, 
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in thofe years to propofe to themfelvcs fuch a r6* 
ward as the nobleft difpofitions above other things 
** in this life have fometimcs prcfcr'd : wherof not 
*' to be fenfible, when good and fair in one perfoA 
** meet, argues bpth a grofs and Ihallow judgment, 
*' and withal an ungentle and fwainiih bread. For 
by the firm fettling of thefe perfuafion$ I be- 
came (to my bcft memory) fo much a pro- 
ficient, that if I found thofe authors ady where 
fpeaking unworthy things' of themfelvcs, or un* 
chaft of thofe names which before they had ex-^ 
tol'd, this effeft it wrought with me, that from 
^' that time forward their art I ftill applauded, but 
*' the men I deplor'd ; and above them all pre- 
** fer'd the two famous renowners of Beatrice 
*' and Laura, who never write but honor of them 
to whom' they devote their verfc, difplaying 
fublime and pure thoughts without tranfgrelUon. 
And long it was not after, when I was confirm'dl 
in the. opinion that he, who would not be fru*- 
** ftrated of his hope to write well hereafter in 
laudable things, ought hin()felf to be a true 
poem; that is, a comppfition and pattern 
** of the beft and honorableft things: not pre- 
fuming to fing the high praifes of heroic men or 
famous cities, unlefs he has in himfelf the experi* 
ence and ihe pradlice of all that is praifeworthy. 
Thefe reafonings, together with a certaijn nice- 
nefs of nature, an honeft haughtinefs and felf- 
efteem either of what I was, or what I might be 
(which let envy call pride) and laftly, a becoming 
modefly, all uniting the fupply of their natural 
aid together, kept me ftill above thofe low de- 
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*^ fcents of mind, beneath which he muft dejeft 
*^ and plunge himfelf that cin agree to falable tod 
unlawful proftituciohs. Ncxt^ I betook me 
among thofe lofty fables and romances which 
recount in folemn cantos the deeds of knight** 
^* hood founded by our viftorious kings, and 
** from hence had in renown over all chriftendom« 
** There I read it in the oath of every knight, that 
^^ he (hould defend to the cxpence of his blood, or 
•* of his life, if it fo Jbefel him, "the honor and 
chaftity of virgin or matron : from whence even 
then I karni what a noble virtue chaftity fute 
muft be, to the defence of which fo many wor- 
thies by fuch a dear adventure of themfeives 
had fworn ; and if I found in the ftory after- 
wards any of them by word or deed breaking 
that oath, I judg'd it the fame fault of the poet^ 
^^ as that which is attributed to Homir, to have 
** written undecent things of the Gods. Only 
*' this my mind gave me, that every free and 
** gentle fpirit without that oath ought to be 
^^ born a knight, nor needed to expedt the gilt 
•* fpur, or the laying of a fword upon his flioul- 
•• der, to ftir him up both by his counfil and his 
*' arm, to fecnre and protetSt the weaknefs of any 
*• attemted chaftity. So that even thofe books» 
•• which to many others have bin the fuel of wan- 
*' tonhefs and loofe living (I cannot think how> 
^* unlefs by divine indulgence) proved to me fo 
•* many inticemcnts, as you have heard, to the. 
•' Jove and ftedfaft obfervation of that virtue 
•* which abhors the fociety of bordellos. Thus 
** from the laurciit fraternity of poets, riper years. 
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and the ceaflefs round of iludy and reading led 
me to the (hady walks of philofophy ; but chiefly 
to the divine volumes of Plato, and his equ^ 
Xenophon : where if I fhould tell you what I 
learnt of chaility and love ; I mean that which 
is truly fo, whofe- charming cup is only virtue, 
^' which fhe bears in her hand to thofe who are 
*' worthy (the reft are cheated with a thick in*- 
*' toxicating potion, which a certain forperefs, the 
** abufer of Love's name, carries about) and if I 
*' fhould tell you how the firft and chiefeft ofEce of 
^' love begins and ends in the ibul, producing 
thofe happy twins of her divine generation, 
knowlege and virtue, with lueh abftrafted fub- 
•' limities as thefe, it might be worth your liften- 
ing, readers, as I may one day hope to have 
you in a fiill time, and when there (hall be no 
** chiding." Thus far our author, who afterwards 
made this charader good in his inimitable poem of 
Paradife Loft : and before this time in his Comus or 
maik prefented at Ludlozv caftle, like which piece in- 
the peculiar difpofition of tbeftory^ tbefweetnefs of the 
numbers^ thejufinefs of the exprejfton^ and the moral it 
teaches^ there is nothing extant in any language. But 
to precede. with the reft of the Apology^ he's in ic 
very fevere upon the clepgy, not only becaufe in his 
judgment he condemn 'd feveral of their maxims, 
but alfo provok'd by the ill ufage he received. 
Certainly nothing more barbarous and inhuman 
ever proceded from the mouth of pope or mufti, 
than this faying of his antagonift, " You that 
*^ love Chrift, and know this mifcfeant wretch, 
" ftune him ta death, left you fmart for his im- 
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**pumty.*' No wonder that fo many are fcan- 
daliz'd when they find the name of Christ moft 
impudently alleged to countenance fuch deviliih 
pra6bices, when there is nothing more evident than 
that he exprcfly injoin'd his followers to forgive 
their enemies, and not to purfue 'em with the 
Ipirit of revenge, but rather to reclame them from 
their errors, and to do them all the good they could. 
Our author, on the other hand, carries his refent- 
ments, no doubt, too far, when the following 
words could drop from his pen, " There be fuch 
in the world, and I among thofe, who nothing 
admire the idol of a bifhoprick ; and hold that 
it wants fo much to be a bleifing, as that I deem 
it the mereft, the falfeil:, the moft' unfortunat 
gift of fortune : and were the punifhment and 
*' mifery of being a bifliop terminated only in the 
perfon, and did not extend to the afflidtion o^ 
the whole diocefs, if I would wifh any thing ia 
the bitterncfs of my foul to an enemy, I fliould 
** wilh him the biggeft and fattcft biflioprick," If 
Milton had bin fuch a faint as never mift of a 
favorable anfwer to his prayers, I queftion not but 
at this rate more would covet to be his enemies thaa 
his friends. Another mark of his good will to the 
prelats is this unpardonable fimile. " A bifliop's 
foot, fays he, that has all its toes (maugre the 
gout) and a linen fock over it, is the apteft em- 
*' blem of the prelat himfelf ; who, beingaplura- 
lift, may under one furplice hide four benefices^ 
befides the great metropolitan to which fends a 
foul ftench to heaven.'* And in another place 
he calls them, ** ibe gulfs and whirlpooU of bcneficciy 
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** but the dry pits of all found doShin.** Agreafilcr 
to thcfe flowers is his defcription of chaplains fom- 
whcrc in Iconoclafies. *' Bifliops or prefbyters wcf* 
know, lays he, and deacons we know, but what 
are chaplains ? In ftate perhaps they may be 
•• lifted among the upper fcrving men of fom great 
*' houfheld, and be admitted to fom fuch place as' 
^ may ftile them the fewers or yeomenufhers of 
•• devotion, where the mafter is too refty, or toa 
** rich to fay his own prayers, op to blefs his own* 
•* table." How much he lovM to divert himfelf 
in this manner, we may perceive By his apoftropho 
to the prcfbyterian nwnifters, who were heavily 
branded by king Charles the firft, tho 
after his death they would fain be thought his* 
very dutiful and goocl friends. " O ye minifters, 
-•* fays Milton, read' here what work he nwkcs^ 
*• among your gallypots, your balms, and your - 
** cordials, and not only your fweet fippets in wi- 
*« dows houfes, but the huge gobbets wherwith he 
•* charges you to have devoured houfes and all- 
Cry him up for a faint in your pulpits, while he 
crys you? down for atheifts into hell/* Nor is he 
more merciful to the liturgy, thaii to the readers of 
it, as appears by this charaftcr. " To contend 
^' that it is fant^ftical, if not fbnHefs in fom places 
were a copious argument,. fpeciftUy in the re- 
fponfories. For fuch alternations^ as are there us*d 
muft be by feveral perfonS ; but the minifter and 
the people cannot fo fever their ititerefts as to 
fuftain feveral perfons, he being the only moutb 
of the whole body which he prefents. And if 
the people pray, he being filent, or they afk one- 

thing. 
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diing and he another, it either chaises the pro- 
perty, making the prieft the people, and the 
pec^le the prieft by turns, or elfe makes two 
perfons and two bodies reprefentative) where there 
fhould be but one : which, if there were nothing 
«lfe, /mull: be a ftrange guaintnefs in ordinar^ 
prayer. The like or worie may be faid of the 
Litany, wberia neither prieft Aor people fpeak 
any intireienfe of themfelves throout the whole 
(I know notwhat to name it) only by the time- 
ly contribution of their parted ftake6, clofing 
up as it were the fchifm of a flic'4 prayer, they 
pray not in^ain i for ^by this means they keep 
life between them in a piece of g^fping fenfe, 
and keep down the Xaucinels of a continual re* 
bounding nonfenfe. And hence it is that as*it 
"*' has bin far from the imitation of any warranted 
prayer, fo we all know it has hin obvious to %e 
the pattern of many a jig. And he who has but 
read in good books of devotion, .asid qo more^ 
•** cannot be fo either of ear or judgment ^nprac- 
^* jtis'd to diftinguifh what is grave, patheticaU 
•*' devout, and what not 5 but he will prcfcntly 
perceive this liturgy all over in conception lean 
and dry, of affections emty, and unmoving of 
paflion, or any height wherco the foul might 
foar upon the wings of zeal, deftitute and barren. 
Befides errors, tautologies, impertinences, ^s 
thofe thanks in the woman's churching for her 
delivery from funburning and moonblafting, as 
•** if ihe had bin travelling, not in her bed, but in 
;** the deferts of Arabia. So that while fom men 
ceafe not to admire the incomparable frame 49f 
our iitiirgy, I cannot but admire as &ft what 
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they think is becom of judgment and tafte in othw 
men, that thejr can hope to be heard without 
laughter. And if this were all, perhaps it were 
a compliable matter. But when we remember this 
our liturgy, where we found it, whence we had it^ 
and yet where we left it, ftill ferving to all the 
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^* abominations of the antichriftian temple, it may 
*' be wonder*d how we can demur, whether It 
*^ (hould be aboli(h*d or no, and not rather fear 
*' we have highly offended in ufing it fo long. It 
** has indeed bin pretended to be more antient than 
** the mafs, but fo little prov'd, that wheras other 
** corrupt liturgies have had fuch a (eeming anti- 
*' quity, that their publifhers have ventured to 
*' afcribe t^hem either to St. Peter, St. James, St. 
** Mark, or at leaft to Chrysostom, or Basil^ 
*^ ours has bin never able to find either age or au- 
*^ thor allowable on whom to father thofe things 
** which therin are leaft offenfive, except the two 
** creeds.** Jl fhall conclude my account of his 
books concerning religious controverfies with this 
remarkable account of his reading in the councils 
and fathers of the church. " Som years, fays he, 
•* I had fpcnt in the ftories of thofe Greec and 
*' Reman exploits, wherin I found many things 
*' both nobly don and worthily fpokcn : when 
•* coming in the method of time to that age wherin 
** the church had obtain*d a Chriftian emperor, I 
*' foprepar'd my felf as being now to read examples 
*' of wifdom and goodnefs among thofe who 
*' were foremoft in the church, not elfewhere to 
" be parallerd. But to the amazement of what I 
•' expefted, readers, I found it quite contrary ; 
** excepting in fom very few, nothing but ambition,. 
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•* corruption, contention, combuftion : infomuch 
*' that I could not but love the hiftorian Socrates, 
*' who in the proem to his fifth book profeflcs, he 
•* was fain to intermix affairs of ftate, for that it 
** would be elfe an extreme annoyance to hear in a 
'* continued difcourfe the endlefs brabbles and coun- 
*' terplottings of the bifliops. Finding therfore 
the moft of their a6Hons in particular to be weak 
and yet turbulent, full of ftrife and yet flat of 
fpirit, and the fum of their befl: councils there 
colleded to be moft commonly in queftion^ tither 
*^ trivial and varn, or clfc of fliort and eafy deci- 
** fion, without that great buttle which they made ; 
^' I concluded that if their fingle ambition and 
** ignorance was fuch, then certainly united in a 
** council it would be much more ; and if the com- 
** pcndious recital of what they there did was fo 
•* tedious and unprofitable, then furely to fit out 
" the whole extent of their tattle in a dozen vo** 
^* lumes^ would be a lofs of time irrecoverable. 
-•* Befides that which I had read of St. Martin, 
"** who for his laft fixteen years could never be per- 
** fuaded to be at any council of the bifliops ; and 
** Gr'igory Nazianzen betook him to the fame 
^* refolution, affirming to Procomus that of any 
*' council or meeting of bifliops he never faw good 
"** end, nor any remedy therby of evil in the church, 
** but rather an Increafc : for, fays he, their con- 
^' tendons and defire of lording no tongue is able 
*** to exprefs." 

In the year 1643 ^^ chang'd his condition, and was 
•marry'd to Mary the daughter of Richard Powel 
^fForrefihiil in Oxford/hire^ a juftice of the peace, 
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^nd a man of good figure in that country. Bi:^ 

iwhether it was that this young woman, accuilom'd 

to a large an^ jovial family, could not Uve in A 

philofophical retirement ; or that (he was not per* 

feftly fatisfy*d with the perfon of her hufband ; or 

laftly, thac, becaufe her relations were all addifted 

to the royal intereft, his democratical principles 

were difagreable to her humor (nor is it impoflible 

that the father repented of his match upon the pro* 

fpeft of fom fuccefs on the king's fide, who then 

had his headquarters at Oxford) or whatever wew 

the reafon^ *tis certain that after he injoy'd her 

company at London about a month, fhe was in«- 

vitcd by her friends to fpend the reft of the fummcr 

in the country ; to which he confented, on condi* 

tion of her return by Michaelmas. Yet he faw her 

;noc at the time appointed, and, after receiving 

fcveral of )iis letters without fending him any ani^- 

/wer, fhe did at length poficivcly refufe to com, 

difmifilng his meiTengi^r with contemt. This ufagc 

inccns'd him to that degree, that he tioaght it 

againft his honor and rcpofe to own her any longer 

for his wife. |ie made that time however as 

cafy to himfelf as he might, fomtimes by keep^ 

ing a gaudy day with his friends, and at other times 

in CQnverfation with the lady Margaret Leb, 

daughter to the earl oi Marlborough^ whofc fprightly 

wit and good fenfe drew frequent viGts from him^ 

. and for whom he had a fingular elleem, which he 

has left recorded by a fonnet in her praife among 

his other occafional poems. He thought it now 

high time to juftify by proper arguments the firm 

rcfolutipn he had taken of neyer receiving his wife 

back 
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Imck again ; and tberfore in the year 1644 he pub- 
liih'd his DoSirin and difciplin of divorcij which he 
dedicated to the parlament and to the aileu)bly of 
divines, that as they were bufy then about the 
general reformation of the kingdom^^ they might 
alio take this particular cafe of domeftic liberty 
into their confideration : for he thought all th^ 
boafted freedom of public judicatures- fignify'd lit«* 
tie, if in the mean while one muft be oblig'd to in-* 
dure a kind of fervitude at home below the dignity 
of a man. *^ What thing, fays he, is more infti* 
tuted to the folace and delight of man than 
marriage ? And yet the mifmterpreting of fom 
icriptures direfted mainly againft the abulers of 
^' the law for divorce given by Moses, has chang'd 
** the ble0ing of matrimony aotfeldom into a fami* 
'^ liar and cohabiting mifchief ^ at leaft, into a droop*- 
*' ing and diicoaiblat houlhold captivity, without 
^* refuge or redemtion« So ungovern'd and fo 
^* wild a race dos fuperftition run us, from on^ 
** extreme of abus'd liberty into the other of 
'* unmerciful reftraint 1 Tho God in the firft or- 
^' daining of marriage taught us to what end he 
*^ did it (the words exprefly Implying the apt and 
'^ chearful converfation of man with woman, to 
^' comfort and refrefh him of the evil of a folit^ry 
^^ life } not mentioning the purpofe of generation 
till afterwards, as being but a fecondary end in 
dignity tho not in necefiity) yet now if any two 
^' be but once handed in the church, and have 
*^ tailed in any ibrt the nuptial bed, let them find 
*' themfelves never fo miftaken in their difpofitio|is 

.** jbro any error, <:onccalmept, or mifodsrentuirc .1 
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that thro their different tempers, thoughts, and 
conftitutions, they can neither be to one another 
a remedy againft lonelinefs, nor live in any union 
or contentment all their days : yet they fhall (fa 
they be but found futably weapon'd to the Icaft 
poffibility of fcnfual enjoyment) be made in fpite 
of antipathy to fadg together, and combine, as 
*' they may, to their unfpeakable wcarifomnefs, and' 
•' defpair of all fociable delight, in the ordinance 
♦* which God cftablifli*d to that very end/' Thea 
he largely fliews all the unjuft fanftions concerning 
marriage to be owing to the fuperftition of fom 
antient fathers, and to the dcfign of promoting th^^ 
gain or authority of the clergy, as they make a 
part of the canon law : for the Greets^ the Romans^ 
and all civiliz*d nations, did not only allow of divorce 
upon mutual averfion or confent ; but in many 
other cafes, befide^ the violation of the nuptial 
bed, there was a feparation made on the petition of 
one party, tho the other fhould not be willing. 
His purpofe, in (hort, is to fliew that there are 
other Julficient reafons for divorce beCdes adul- 
tery -, and that to prohibit any fort of divorce but 
fuch as are excepted by Mosbs, is unjuft and againft 
the reafon of the law : in handling which heads he 
has, befides his arguments from reafon, had always 
a due care to explain thofe paffages of fcripture 
•which are thought to contradift his opinion. ' The 
grand pofitioii he maintains is, That Indifpojitiorij 
unfitfiefs^ or contrary humors^ proceding from any un- 
changeable caufe in nature^ bindring and always likely 
to binder tbe main ends and benefits of conjugal fociety 
(that is^tojay^ peace and delight) are greater reafons of 

div9rc4 
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divorce than ADUVTERT or natural FRIGIDITr^ 
provided there he a mutual confent for feparation. And 
indeed it feems to be a perfeft tyranny to oblige a 
man or woman beyond the dcfign of their cove- 
nant : nor fhould they, who never try*d this con- 
dition together, be hindered from difcretely and or- 
derly undoing it, when they find things otherwifc 
than they promis*d themfelves' ; no more than in 
any other bargain people arc punifli*d for unwil- 
ful Ignorance : fince, whenever both parties arc 
willing, they may draw back their ftakes, and leave 
matters as they were before, or compound for the 
damages that may be don. It feems likcwifc to me 
very grofs, that in lawmaking (particularly in the 
canon law) a regard fliould be had to the fit dilpo- 
fition of the marry'd couples bodies, and no confi- 
deration of the agreablcnefs of their minds, when 
the charms of the latter are often the greateft in- 
ducements to the conjunftion of the former. And 
fince no man or woman can be fecure of true in- 
formation from others, nor infallible in their owa 
obfervations upon one another's humors and condi- 
tions (fpecially fince they are not admitted to a re* 
quifit familiarity for fuch an inquiry before mar- 
Tiage) it is the hardeft thing in the world that no 
claufes fliould be provided for cafes of this nature. 
As for the common objeftion, that marriage is a 
remedy againft fornication and adultery^ I grant it 
to be moft true, if the parties mutually love ; but 
if it be a forc'd compaft, or afterwards diflik'd, it 
is fo far from producing this good effeft, that we 
clearly fee by conftant experience (and reafon may 
convince us all of it) that fuch a fatal knot expofcs 

men 
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men and women to various temtations, breaks die 
peace of families, expofes the reputation of the 
children, and difturbs or dellroys all the duties of 
fociety. Nor dos it anfwer the firfl: inftitution, 
which fuppofes It was not good for man to be alone, 
fince every body would rather chufe to be alone, 
than be forc'd to keep bad company. To con* 
dude, marriage certainly^ like all other contra&s, 
was ordain'd for the benefit of man, and not man 
created for marriage : wherfore it pught to be futed 
to his convenience and happinefs, and not be 
made a fnaie to <render him uaeafy or milerable« 
Ko pretences can 'be drawn frx)m t^is opinion td 
favor libertinifm, ^hut on the contrary, the conduS: 
of tktt oppo&rs of it may be terribly hampered with 
infamous confequences, on which we (hall not in- 
fill in this place, referring the curious to Milton's 
own book. As for the popilh and ridiculous prac-* 
tice in certain fpirkual courts of feparating people 
from bed and board (which any couple may agree 
to do thcmfelves) and refufing -em the liberty of 
marrying more for their convenience (if the civil 
power dos not interpofe for their relief) I fliall have 
<SL more proper opportunity to ibew the mifchief and 
unreafonablenefs of it. 

On the firft appearing of this book, the clergy 
did generally declame againfl: it, and fix'd upon 
the author the ufual reproaches of atheifm, herefy, 
ieudnefs, and what not ? They daily inftigated the 
parlament, which little mindsd their clamors, to 
pals their cenfure on it ; and at laft one of them in 
^ fermon before that auguS: aflembly, on a day of 
humiliation, roundly told them that there was a 
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Wicked book abroad which deferv'd to be burnt, 
and that among their other fins th^y ought to re-^ 
pent It ha<] not yet bin branded with a mark of 
their difpleafure. This man*s main accufation bc- 
kig, that MiirTON taught other caaifes of divorce 
than were mention*d by Christ and his apoftlcs^ 
which was alfo urg*d againft him at the fame time 
by fom others, he publifh'd the Tetracbdrdon^ dedi- 
cated to the parlamcnt, or his expofition of the four 
chief paffages of fcripture that treat of marriage, and 
the nullifying of the fame, namely Gen. I. 27, &c; 
Gen. ii. i8, &c. Deut. xxiv. i, &c. Mat. r. 31, &c. 
and Mat* xxix. 3, &c. Other places out of the epiftlei 
he alfo occalionally explams ;. he alleges the authority 
of thofe great men who favor'd his opinon, fets down 
the determination of the imperial laws, with more 
proofs that are ufu^ in fuch cafes. On this book 
our author himfelf made the following lines. 

I did but promt the age to, quit theifclog*^. 
By the known rules of antient liberty, ^ 

When flraight a barbarous lioife invirons me 
Of owls, and cuckoos, ailes, apes, and dogs : 

As when thofe hinds that were transformed to frogs 
Raird at Latona's twinbom progeay, 
Which after held the fun and moon in fee. 
But this is got by cafting pearls to hogs. 

That baul for freedom in their fenflefs mood. 
And ftill revolt when truth would fet them free. 
Licence they mean, when they cry liberty ; 

For who loves that, muft firft be wife and good : 
But from that mark how far they roave we fee. 
For all this wafte of wealth aud k>f^ of blood* 

The 
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The next; piece he publifh'd on this fubfeft 
was the judgment of the famous reformer Martiic 
BucER touching divorce^ extr^ed out of the fecond 
book of the kingdom of Christ, dedicated to 
king Edward the fixth. He exadly agrees with 
Milton, tho the latter had not feen this book till 
after the publication of his own. He alfo Ihews 
very fairly, that Paulus Fagius the aflbciat of 
BucsR, that Peter Martyr, Erasmus, and' 
Grotius, did teach the fame dodtrin, that he 
might ftop the mouths of fuch as were determined 
more by thefe names than by all the light of reafon 
or fcripture ; and that he might not appear to be 
cal'd an atheift or ^libertin with more reafon than 
thefe perfons, who notwithftanding they had affirm'd 
as much as he, were yet generally counted very 
fober and pious. 

The fourth book he wrote relating to divorce 
was his Colajierion^ being a reply to one of his an- 
fwerers, who, to all the dulnefs and ignorance 
imaginable, added tho higheft bitternefs and ma- 
lice : fo far from tolerably underftanding any of 
the learned languages (as in fom fecondhand quo- 
tations he would be thought to do) that he could 
not rightly fpcU what he fo meanly ftole. Yet 
this rude invedive muft be licensed by Mr. Carr yl, 
the fame who in his voluminous and fehflefs com- 
ments did more injury to the memory of Job, than ; 
the devil and the Sabeans could inflid torments on 
him in his life time. But, not content to prefix 
his imprimatur J he pronounces his judgment too 
againfl: Milton, which was a mod unworthy treat- 
ment of him from thefe men, of whom he deferv'd 
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ft) well by his former writings againft their enemies 
the bifhops ; tho, to fpeak the truth, this was only 
a fcrvice to the prejbyterians by accident: for, ai 
we ihal} fee hereafter, he never intended, by hum- 
bling the hierarchy, to fet up the conHilorian tri* 
bunal in the room of it. However, the following 
reproach was extorted from him by their bafe in- 
gratitude. " Mr. Licenfcr, fays he, you are re^ 
puted a man difcr^te enough, religious enough, 
honefl: enough, that is, to an ordinary compe- 
tence in all thefe : But now your turn is to hear 



public fuch a fpiceful contumely upon a name 
and perfon deferving of the church and ftate 
equally to your felf, and one who has don more 
to the prefent advancement of your own tribe» 
than you or many of them have don for them- 
felves ; you forgot to; be eithn: honefl:, religious. 
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^' what your own hand has earned you, that when 
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•* or difcrete* Whatcjver the ftate might do con- 
*' cerning it, fuppofing it were a matter to expeft 
^^ evil from it, I fhoiild not doubt to meet among 
*^ them with wife, and honorable, and knowing 
** men« But as to this brute libel, fo much the 
^^ more impudent and lawlefs for the abus'd au- 
*' thority which k bear$, I fay again, that I abo- 
** minat the ccnfure of rafcals and their licenfers*'* 
Thefe are all the pieces concerning divorce written 
by Milton, whofe arguments ought not to be 
efteem'd the lefs cogent, becaufe occafion'd by his 
domeftic uneafmefs \ when this reafon would equally 
enervat the apologies exhibited for Chriftianity 
'Under its pcrfccutors, andfruftrst all the nfUe txta- 
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tifes of civil govemmeni^ f^r which we dre btboUing /# 
the lawkfnefs $f tyrants or ufurpers j witnefs the in* 
comparable and golden difcourfes of that heroic patrom 
ef Uhertj^ Algernon Sidney. Jnd indeed the 
beft books tve have on any fubjeil^ arefuch as were op*- 
po/d to the prevalent of the contrary opinion 5 for as 
he that was forced to pafs fom part of bis time in the 
regions of extreme heat or cold^ can beft value the 
bleffings of a temperat country \ fo none can be fo welt 
furnifh*d with arguments for a good caufe^ likefucb as 
were fufferers under a bad one : the writings of un* 
concerned and retired perfons being either an exercife 6f 
their parts^ and the amufements of idle time^ or^ what 
isworfcy pitiful declamations without any force ^ e^^ 
periencCj or vivacity. 

AflotlTT this time Milton wrote t fmall piece of 
education to Samuel Hartlib, looking upon the 
right inftitution of children to be the nurfery of all true 
liberty or virtue ; and of whatfoever in government is 
good and wifcj or in privat praitice amiable and 
worthy. 

The next Book he wrote was his Areopagittca^ 
or an oration to the parlament of England for the 
liberty of unlicensed printing ; in which he proves 
that the republics of Greece and Italy never cenfur^d 
any but immoral^ diffamatory^ or atheiftical pieces. 
Nor was it by inferences and infinuations they were to 
judg of atheifm ; for they never fuppreft the writir^s 
of the Epicureans, norfuch other books denying even 
the doStrins of Providence^ and the future ft ate : but 
it muft have bin a formal doubt or denial of the being 
of a deity. Tet it is beyond contradHHon^ that thofe 
nations maintained an excellent government y diftributing 
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ftthlicMniprivatjufticey and abounding in allknowlege 
4nd virtue^ infiniily above thofs 'U^bo have bin ever 
fince themdft rigid purgersj corrupters ^ or executioners 
of books. The Roman emperors were tyrants^ and 
mm but fuch as would itnit at tbem^ Jhould quote their 
examples* The primitive Cbriftians obfenfd no uni^ 
formity of conduEt in this affair. At firji they were 
for reading all the works of the Gentils, but none of 
thofe they reckoned heretical among themfelves ; after 
this they were only for confuting the books of the here- 
tics,, and fuppreffing fhofe of the Gentils, even fuch as 
did not in the leaft concern religion : for about the 
year 400, in a Carthaginian council^ the very bijhops 
were prohibited the reading of heathen authors. Had 
this infamous and barbarous refolution bin tbroly exe^ 
cuted (for it had but too much effeSt) to what a degree 
eif ignorance and meannefs of fpirit it would have re^ 
duc^d' the worlds depriving it of fo many inimitable 
hifiorianst orators^ philofophers^ and poets ^ the repoji- 
tories of inefiimable treafure^ conjffiing of warlike and 
heroic deeds j the beft and wifeji arts of government ^ 
the moji perfect rules and examples of eloquence or po^ 
UtenefSi and fuch divine leSiures of wifdom and virtue^ 
that the lofs of CiceroV works alone^ or thofe of 
Livr, could not be repaired by all the fathers of the 
€hurch. In procefs of time^ when the clergy begun to 
be exalted even above the fupreme magiftrat bimfelf^ 
they burnt and deftrofd everything that did not favor 
their power or fuperftition^ and laid a reftraint on' 
reading as well as writings without excepting the very 
Bible \ and thus they preceded till the inquijition re- 
duced this abominable pra&ice to the perfeStiori of an 
art by expurgatpry indexes and licenjing. All the con- 

£ fequenccs 



St f OLAND's LIFE OF 

fequences of this tyranny, as depriving men of thctr 
natural liberty, ftiSing their parts, introducing of 
Ignorance, ingroffing all advantages to one party, 
and the like, were perpetus^Uy objefted before the 
civil wars by the prejbyterians to the biihops ; hut 
no fooner were they poffeft of the hijhof^ pnlpits and 
power^ than they exercisd the fame authority with more 
intolf table ri^or andfevfrity. Milton, after fhew- 
ing the origin, prpgrefii, and ni.i£:hief of t;his cuftonv 
proves iit^ that w^. mult 0Qt read the Bible, the 
fathers, npr almoft ^ny fort of books,, if wc 
regard the reafons ufu^lly alleg'd to forbid the pubr 
lilhing of oth|ers, fuch as. the fear of .w^^efting or 
miftaking their m^^nin^. SecQndly, that the ends 
proposed cannot \^ 9t(^in'd after this mannen. 
And, Thirdly, (hat no man. i? fit to be a liccnfci^ 
not in^ any one fu^gle faculty, unlefa be is univei^ 
fally learn'd^ or a bi^tt;i;r fchplar th^n all the authors 
whofe labors he's tp licenfe : and that, granting 
thefe things poflible (^ho they are not fo) he could 
neither find ftrengtb np^ .time enough for perufing 
all books ; and ihould he vS^ deputies, he's tikelieit 
to have ignorant, lazy, and mercenary fellowsu 
Then difplaying tl^e difcouragement that muft folr 
low hence to all literaf ure and new difcovcries (with 
the danger of fupprefling truth, and propagating 
error, as it happens in popiih countries, and the 
not reprinting of antient aythors in any language) 
he proves licenfing to be both unjuft in it felf, and 
difhonorable to a free government. " To include 
*' the whole nation, fays he, and thofe that never 
" yet thus offended, under fuch a diffident and 
fufpedful prohibitionj what a difparagement it is 
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may be plainly underflfood. So much the more, 
fince debtors and delitiqtitfits may walk abroad 
without a keeper, but inofFenfive books muft hot 
** ftir forth without a vifiblc jailof in their title. 
*' Nor is it to the commdn people lefs thaii a re- 
*' proach ; for if wc be fo jealous over them, as 
** that we darel not truft them with an En^ltjh 
^* pamphlet, what do we but cenfure them for a 
** giddy, vitious, and ungrounded people, irt fuch 
** a fick and weak ftate of faith and difcredon', as 
** to be able to take nothing but thro the glifter- 
•• pipe of a licenfer ? That this is any care or love 
*^ of them, we cannot pretend, fince in thofe 
popijb places, where the laity are moft hated and 
dtfpis'd, the fame ftrl&ncfs is us*d over thiem. 
** Wirdohd we cannot call- it, becaufe it flops but 
** one breach of licenfe ; nor that neither, feeing 
•' thofe corruptions, which it feeks to prevent, 
*' break in fafter at othir doors which cannot be 
" fhut.. And it reflefts on the reputation of our 
** minifters alfo, of whofe labors we fhould hope 
better, and of the pmficiency which their flocks 
reap by them, than that after all this light of the 
gofpel which is, and is to be, and after all this 
continual preaching, they fhould be* fiill fre- 
quented with fuch an unprincipled, unedify'd, 
and Jaic rabble, as that the whif of every new 
pamphlet fhould ftagger th^m out of their cate- 
** chifm. This may have much reafon to dif- 
" courage the miniflers, when fuch a low conceit 
" is had of all their exhortations and the benefiting 
** of their hearers, that they are not thought fit to 
^* be turn'd loofe to three fheets of paper without 
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a Kccnfcr.'* In another place he fays, " A man 
may be a heretic in the truth : and if he believes 
only becaufe his paftor fays fo, or the afllembly 
fo determins, without knowing any other rea- 
fon ; tho his belief be true, yet the very truth 
he holds becoms his herefy. There is not any 
burden that fom would gladlier put off to ano- 
ther^ than the charge and care of their religion. 
Who knows not that there be fom proteftants 
who live in as arrant an implicit faith as any 
•* lay-papift of Loretto ? A wealthy roan, addi£ted 
^^ to his pleafures and his profit, finds religion to 
^^ be a traffic fo intangl'd, and of fo many pidling 
«« accounts, that of all myfteries he cannot indure 
^^ to keep a ftock going upon that trade. What 
•* dos he therforc, but refolves to give over toiling, 
^' and to find out fom faftor, to whofe care and 
credit he may commit the whole management of 
his religk)us affairs % and that muft be fom divine 
^^ of note and eftimation. To him he adheres, 
^^ refigns the whole warehoufe of his religion, with 
^^ all the locks and keys, into his cuflody ; and 
•• indeed makes the very peribn of that man his 
^' religion, eileems his ailbciating with him a fuffi^ 
^' cient evidence and commendation of his own 
^* piety. So that a man may fay his religion is 
^^ now no more within himielf, but is becom a 
^^ dividual movable, and gos and coms near him 
according as that good man frequents the houfe. 
He entertains him, gives him gifts, feafts him, 
lodges him ; his religion coms home at night, 
prays, is liberally fup'd, and fumtuoufly laid 
afieep j rifes, is faluted, and (after the malmfy. 
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** or fom well fpic'd brewagc, and better break- 
*' failed than he whofe morning-appcth would 
" have gladly fed on green figs between Betbauy 
** and Jerufalem) his religion walks abroad at 
eight, and leaves his kind entertainer in the 
(hop trading all day without his religion. 
Another fort there be, who, when they heay 
that all things (hall be ordered, all things 
regulated and fetled, nothing written but what 
paiTes thro the cuKlomhoufe of certain publicans 
that have the tunnaging and poundaging of all 
*' freefpoken truth, will f^raight give themfelves 
** up into your hands, make *cm and cut *em ou^ 
** what religion you pleafe ; there be delights, 
** there be recreations, and jolly paftimes that will 
fetch the day about from fun fo fun, and rock 
the tedious year as in a delightful dream. What 
** need they torture their heads with that \trhich 
'^ others have taken fo ftridly and {0 unalterably 
*' into their own purveying ? Thefe are the fruits 
^^ which a dull cafe and ceiTation of our knowlege 
** will bring forth among the people. Nor mucji 
^^ better will be the confequence among the clergy 
** themfelves. It is no new thing never heard of 
before for a parochial minifter, who has his re- 
ward, and is at his Hercules pillars in a warm 
benefice, to be eafily inclinable (if he has no* 
thing elfe that may roufe up his ftudies) tofiniih 
his circuit in an Englijh concordance, and a topic 
folio, the gatherings and fayings of a fober gra- 
** duatfhip, a harmony and a catena, treading the 
*^ conftant round of ceruin common doctrinal 
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** heads, attended with their ufes, jnotives, marks 
*' and means; out of which, as out of an alpha- 
*^ bet or fol fa miy by forming and transforming, 
joining and disjoining varioufly a little bookcraft, 
*' and two hours mtditation, he might furnifh 
himfelf unfpeakably to the performance of more 
than a. weekly charge of fermoning-, not to 
reckon up the infinit helps of intcrlinearies, 
breviaries, fynopfes, and other loitering gear. 
•* But, as for the multitude of fermons already 
** printed dh every text that is not difficult, he 
need never fear penury of pulpit provifion ; yet 
if his rear and flanks be not impaPd, if his 
** backdoor be not fecurM by the rigid Ucenfer, 
•' but that a bold book may now and then iffuc 
** forth and give the affault to fom of his old col- 
'* ledtions in th^ir trenches, it will concern, him 
** to keep waking, to ftand in watch, to fet good 
^.' guards and fentinels about his receiv'd opinions, 
** to walk the round and counterround with bis 
" fellow- infpedors, fearing left any of his flock 
" be feduc'd, who alfo then would be better 
^* inftru6led, better exercisM and difciplin'd. And 
** God fend that the fear of this diligence, which 
*' muft then be us*d, do not make us affeft the 
** lazinefs of a licenfing church." Such was the 
cflfeft of our author's Areopagitica^ that the following 
year Mabot, a licenfcr *, ofFcrM reafons againft 

licenfing % 

• Gilbert Mabbot continued In his office till May 22, 1649, 

iwlien, as Mr. White logke obferves, " upon his defire, and 

. ** reafons againil licenfing of books to be printed, he was dif- 

** charged 
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licenfing; and, at his own r^ueft, was dtftharg'd 
that office. And certainly there's nothing deferves 

«« charged of that employment.** And we find a particular ac- 
count of the affair in a weekly paper, printed in 4to» and in* 
tided, A ferfe3 Jturnatt of fime paffages in parliament ^ Sec. frotd 
Mtinday, May 21, to Munday, May 28, 1649. .•• in which, 
under Tuefday, May 22, we read as foUows : 

** Mr. Mabbot hath long defired feveral members of the 
**« Houfe, and lately the, Councell of State, ta move the Honfe, 
<< that he might be difcharged of licencing books for the future 
** up6n the reafbns following, viz. 

' ^* I. Becaufe many thousand of (candalous and maHgnant 
** pamphlets have been publifhed with his name thereunto, as if 
i' he had licenfed the fame (though he never'faw them) on pur- 
" pofe (as he conceives) to pr^udice him in his reputafiioa 
<* ariiongft the honefl party of this natioft. 

*' 2. Becaufe that employment (as he conceives) is xmjuft and 
*^ illegall, as to the ends of its firfl inflitution, yiz. to flop the 
*' prefle from publifhing any thing, that might difcover the 
** corruption of Church and S^te in the time of popery, epifco* 
** pacy, and tyranny, the better to keep the people in ignorance, 
** ana carry on their popifh, fadlious, and tyrannical defigns, for 
^< the endaving and deftru^ion both of the bodies and fouls of 
*' all the free people of this nation. 

«* 3. Becaufe licencing is as great a monopoly as ever was in 
'* this nation, in that all mens judgments, reafbns, &c. are to 
^ bi bound up in the licenfers (as to licenfmg;) for if the au- 
''. thor of anv fheete, booke,' or treatiie, wrote no( to pleafe the 
5' fancy, ana come within the compaffe of the licenfers judg* 
" mtent, then hce is not to receive any flamp of authority for 
** publiftLing thereof. . / , 

*^ 4; Becaufe it is lawful! (in his judgment) to print any 
^ bOoiie, fheete, kc without Ifcenfing, 6 as the authors and 
'^ printers do fubfcribe their tru^ names diereuntd, that fo they 
^< may be liable to anfwev the contents thereof; pkd if they 
** offend therein, then to be puniihed by fuch lawes, as are, or 
'* fKafl be, for Aofe cafes provided. A committee of the Coun- 
^< cell of State being fatisfied with thefe and other reafbns of 
'/ M. Mabbot coocerning liceniing, the Councell of Sute re-« 
** ports to the Houfe ; upon which the Houfe ordered thii 
*< day, that the faid M. Mabbot (hould be difcharged o| 
*^ liceniing books for the future." 

Dt, BiRCH'f Life of Milton, p. xxx 

E 4 morf 
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more wond^, than that any wMc people {h&a\d 
fuffer a fmall number of injudicious fellows, aiways 
ready to fupprcfs whatever is not relifh'd by their 
own fc6t or the magiftrat, to be the fole mafters 
and judges of what fhould or fhould not be printed ; 
that is, of what the nation is to know, fpeak, or 
underftand : and I need not hefitat to affirm that fuch 
a power in the hands of any prince (the licenfers being 
always bis creatures) is more dangerous even than a 
ftanding army to civil liberty ; nor in point of religion 
is it inferior to the inquijition. 

But to return to his privat affairs, left he might 
feem by his feveral trcatifcs of divorce not to a£t 
from an intirie convidtion, but out of fudden re- 
fentmeht, or to fhew his parts in maintaining a 
paradox, he was feriouQy treating a marriage with 
a young lady of gre^t wit and beauty, when one 
day as he was at a relations houfe whom he often 
vifited, he was extremely furpriz'd to find his wife 
(whom he thought never^to have feen more) ac- 
knowleging her fault at his feet, and begging for* 
givenefs with tears. At firft he feem'd inexorable, 
but his own generofity, and the interceflion of 
friends, foon procured a perfefl reconciliation, with 
«n adk of oblivion for all that was paft. The firfl; 
firuit of her return was a girl, born within a year 
after : And fo far was he from remembring former 
provocations, that the kings intereft in every place 
vifibly declining, he received his wives father and 
mother, feveral of her fitters and brothers into hid 
own houfe, where they had proteftion and free 
entertainment till their affairs were in a better 
condition. And now both his own father dying, 

and 
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and his wives relations returning to their feve^ 
ral habitations, he reviv'd his academic inftitution 
of fom young gentlemen, with a defign, perhaps, 
of putting in pradice the model of education lately 
publilh*d by himfelf. Yet this courfe was of no 
long continuance ; for he was to be made adjutant 
general to Sir William Waller, but that the 
new modelling of the army foon following, and 
Sir William turning cat in pan, this defign was 
iruilrated. 

A LITTLE after Fairfax and Cromwel had 
march'd thro the city with the whole army to quell 
the infurrcftion of Brown and Massy, now grown 
dilcdn tented likewife with the parlament, our au-^ 
thor changed his great houfe for one more accom- 
modated to his circumftances, where in the midft 
of all the noife and confufion of arms, he led a 
quiet and privat life, wholly delighted with the 
muies, and profecuiing his indefatigable . fearch 
after ufeful and folid knowlege. 

Having occafionally mentioned that great man 
general Fairfax^ I fhall fubjoin here, becaufe it is 
not printed among his other poems, a fbnnet our 

author lent him. 

< 

Fairfax, whofe name in arms thro Europe rings, 
, And fills all mouths with envy or with praife, 
", And all her jealous monarchs with amaze. 
And rumors loud which daunt remoteft things : 
Thy firm unfliaken valor ever brings 
Viftory home, while new rebellions raife 
Their Hydra heads, and the falie Norib difplays 
Her broken league to imp her ferpent wings. 

O yet 
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O yet a n6bler talk awaits thy hand : 

For what can war but a&s of war ftlll breeds 
Till injured truth from viokncc be freed^ 

And public faith be refcu'd from the braihd 
Of public fraud ? In vain do^ vatior bleed. 
While jTvr^rice and rapine ihare the land* 



The following lines, never likewife pubti&'d among 
his poems, he wrote to Sir Hjs.nry Vane th^ 
younger. 

Vanje, young in years, but in fage counfils old. 
Than whom a better fenatof nt*er held 
The helm oXRotne (when gowns, not arms repe1*<i 

The fierce Epirat^ and the African bold) 

Whether to fettle peace, or to unfold 

The drift of hollow -ftatcs hard tb be fpePd. 
Then, to advife how war may beft b'upheld, 

Man'd by her two main nerves, iron arid gold. 

In all her equipage : Befides to know 

Both fpiritual and civil, what each means. 
What ferves each thou haft learn'd, which few 
have don. 

The bounds' of either fword to thee we own, 
Therfore on thy right hand religion leans. 
And reckons thee in chief her eldeft Ton, 

Btrf after Charles the firft (fomtime before 
judged in enemy by the parlament) was made a 
prifonct" by their viftorious arnfiy, afterwards judi- 
cially try'd and condemn*d, and the form of thfc 
government was changed into a democracy or free 
ffarc, the prejbyterian minifters, who from the be- 
ginning-were the king's mortal enemies, but now 

inrag'd 
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iprag'd that the independents and other fe<^s ihould 
cpjoy either liberty or life (not angry at the fa£t 
but the fadiori) did tragically declatne in their 
pulpits, that the king's ufage was very hard, that 
his pprfon w^s facred and inviolable, and that any 
violertce ofFcr'd to him in the field (much lefs by 
the hands of an executioner) was contrary to the 
dodlrin of the reformed churches. This obli^d 
Milton in the year 49 to write his Tenure of Kif^s 
and MagifiratSj wherin he labors to prove that it is 
hot only in it felf a mod: equitable thing, but that 
it has alfp bin fo efleenriM by the free and confidering 
part of mankind in all ages, that fuch^ as had the 
power might call a tyrant to account for his mal- 
^dminiftration, and after c^ue conviftion to depofe 
or put him to death, according to the nature of 
his crimes : And further fhews, that if the ordinary 
magiftrats of any nation refufe to do 'em this jufUce, 
that then the duty of felfprefervation, and the good 
of the whole (which is the fupreme law) impowers 
the people to deliver themfelves from flavery by the 
(afeft and mod eflfetflual methods they can. As for 
the frefbyteriansy who were then grown fo tender of 
raajefty (and that only bccaufe they could not, ab- 
solutely and exclufively of others, govern all nien» 
perfons and confciences) he evidently Ihews thac 
they were the moft zealous to take arms againft the 
king, to deveft and difanoint him of his dignity, 
nay to c^rfe him in all their fermons and pamphlets 
<>ver the kingdom (wherof there remain numerous 
monuments ftill to be produced) that, in a wwd, 
after they had joined with others to a degree from 
which meji. of honor or prudence could not retreat, 

they 
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they were louder than the cavaliers thcmfelves t» 
cry difloyalty and treafon. After proving at large 
that they broke their allegiance to him, obeyed 
another authority, and had often given commiflTion 
to flay where they knew his perfon could not be 
cxcmt from danger ; and where, if chance or flight 
had not favM him like others, he muft be infallibly 
kil'd, he (hews how ridiculoufly it became them t6 
pretend a tenderncfs for his perfon or charafter ; 
wheras indeed it was neither perfuafion nor remorfe, 
but their averfion to civil and religious liberty that, 
hurry'd *em to thefe extremes. But becaule I hope 
the bulk of thofc now cal'd prejbyteriam in England^ 
fom few leading men excepted, are no fuch enemies 
to a toleration, and that they underftand no more 
of the confiftorian, claflical, or fynodical judica- 
tories, than they allow of the inquifition or hier- 
archy, I fliall in this place, to difabufe ^em, and 
to let 'em fee how much better others forefaw their 
fate than paflion would fufFer themfelves at that 
time, Infert the following paflage. ** As for the 
Y>zrty CdVd prejhyferian, fays Milton, of whom 
I believe very many to be good and faithful 
Chriftians, tho mifled by fom of turbulent fpirit, 
I wifh them earneflly and calmly not to fall ofF 
from their principles, nor to affe£t rigor and 
fuperiority over men not under them ; not to 
compel unforcible things in religion efpecially, 
which if not voluntary, becoms a fin j nor to 
ailift the clamor and malicious drifts of thofe 
whom they themfelves have judgM to be the 
worft of men, the obdurat enemies of God and 
his church : nor to dart againft the actions of 

« their 
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their brethren, for wane of other argument, 
" thofe wrefted laws and fcripturcs thrown by prc- 
iats and malignants againft their own fides, 
which tho they hurt not otherwift, yet taken up 
by them to the condemnation of their own do- 
ii^gSy give fcandal to all men, and difcover in 
^^ themielves either extreme paiTion or apoftacy. 
^^ Let them not oppofe their b^ friends and afia- 
*^ ciats who moleft 'em not at all, infringe not the 
** leaft of their liberties, unlefs they call it their 
^^ liberty to bind other mens confciehces, but are 
*^ ftill leeking to live at peace with them, and bro«» 
^* therly accord. Let them beware an old and per* 
** fed enemy, who tho he hopes by fowing difcord 
^^ to make them his inftruments, yet cannot for-« 
*^ bear a minute the open threatning of his deftin'd 
•* revenge upon them, when they have ferv'd his 
" purpofes. Let them fear, therfore, if they be 
*' wife, rather what they have don already, than 
^* what remains to do ; and be warned in time that 
they put no confidence in princes whom they 
have provok'd, left they be added to the exam* 
pies of thofe that miferably have tafted of the 
*^ event.— I have fomthing alfo to the divines, 
•* tho brief to what were needful, not to be diftur- 
*' bers of the civil affairs, being in hands better 
*' able, and to whom it more belongs to manage 
^' them ; but to ftudy harder, and to attend the 
** ofBce of good paftors, not performed by mount- 
*' ing twice into the chair with a formal preachment, 
huddled up at the odd hours of a whole lazy 
week, but by inceifant pains and watch* 

ing— which if they well confidcr'd, how Jittle 

*' leifure 
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*^ kifiire would they find to be the moft pragma- 
*' tical fidefmen of every popular tumult and fedi- 
*' cion ? And all this while they are to learn what 
*'\ the true end and reafon is of the gofpel which' 
^ cibey teach, and what a world it diflfers from the 
*^ cenibrious and fupercilious lording over con- 
*.' icience. It would be good alfo rhey liv'd fo as 
*' might perfuade the people they hated covetouf- 
^ 'nefs, which, worfc than herefy, is idolatry *; 
^ hated pluralities and all kind of fimony ; left 
*"• rambling from benefice do benefice, like raven- 
^^ ous wobres feeking where they may devour the 
^^ biggcft. Let them be forry that^ being cal'd to 
** aflemble abd^it reforming the church, they fclf 
*' to progging and foUiciting tte parlament (tho 
** they had renounced the name of priefts) for a 
^ new fettling of their tithes and oblations, ancf 
^* doublclin'd themfelves with fphritual places of 
*^ commodity beyond the poffibk difcharge of their 
^' duty. Let them aflemble in confiftory with' 
" thciF elders and deacons to the preferving of 
*^ church-difcipUn each in his fevcral charge, ancf 
" not a pack of clergymen by themfelves to belly- 
chear in their prefumtuous Sion -, or to promote 
defigns to ^ufe and gull the fimple laity, to 
ftir up tumults, as the prelats did before them, 
*^ for the maintenance of their pride and avarice.'^ 
On this occafion I muft remark, that by reafon of 
the prejbyterians warmly joining with others the laff 
parlament to promote penal laws againft the Soci- 
nians^ I find few people will believe that thofc in 
EngUnd differ from their brethren in Scotland about 
pcrfccution,. nor that their own fufierings of. late 

have 
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have msuk ^etn more teoder to the confirienqe^ of 
others. This natiurally leads men to think thac 
they have, not repented of their rigor in the civil 
wars ; and that fhould the diilenters once more 
get , the fecular fword into th^ir hands, they 
would prefs unifornnity of fentimenfis in religion as 
far as any other proteftants or papilU^ ever yet have 
don : wicnefe their inhumaa treatment of Daniei; 
Williams (a fober man and a judicious divine) 
for no caufe that I can difcern, but that he made 
Chriftianity plainer tl\an fom of his cdlegues in the 
miniftry,. and chat, it may be, he takes a greater 
latitude than fuch as thro their ig4iorance cannor^ 
or will not from defign. But what renders them 
moft fufpe&ed of aSe&ing dominion, is the pFo)e££ 
of a comprehenfion now on foot, whero>f fom men 
of figure among, ^em feem to be fo fond, wherby 
the reft are. eafily deceived, and like to be left iit 
the i/anch by certain perfons who for feveral years 
paft made cbe hierar(;hy and liturgy fuch ftrange 
farugbears : tho if the church will pleafe to becom 
a kind mother tf> themfelves, and (hew a little 
con(2plai&nce for their old friends, they are ready- to 
propouiice her orders, her prayers, and her ceremo* 
nies to be very innocent and harm|efs things ; but 
miftaken formerly for- the pillars of antichrift, the 
fymbols of idolatry^ the dregs of popery, the rags 
of &perftition, a^d proteftant paint to hide the ^r 
formities of the old Babyhnijh whore. And aftel' 
all, whatever ^ ours may be,, comprehenfion in aU 
other places: of the world ha$ never bin any thing 
elfebut the combination of a few parties tp fortify 
themfelves* and^tQ opprefs all others, by tKeir unite4 

force, 



€6 TOLAND'i LIFE OF 

force, or by an abfolute exclufion from preferment 
and other advantages to which by nature or per-^ 
fonal merit they had an equal claim with the reft 
of their fellow citizens. Tho to be perfecuted in 
their turn is the jufl judgment of God upon per** 
fecutors, yet vengeance muft be left to heaven: 
!Bnd the wifhes of all good men are, that the na^ 
tional church, being fecur'd in her worihip and 
emoluments, may not be aUow*d to force others to 
her .communion \ and that all diflenters from itp 
being fecur'd in their liberty of confcience, may 
not be permitted to meddle with the riches or 
power of the national church. 

After thefe things our author thinking to have 
leifure enou^ for fuch an undertaking, apply'd him« 
fclf intirely to the hiftory of the Engtifi nation, 
which he intended from the remoteft traditional 
beginning to continue down to his own time, and 
had already finilh'd four books of the fame, when 
neither courting nor expeding any fuch preferment, 
he was taken into the fervice of the new common- 
wealth. Hitherto he gratuitoufly lent his country 
iJhe aid of his pen, content with the efteem of good 
men, and the internal fatisfadion of having per^* 
form'd his duty ; while others that deierv'd it not 
io well, were varioufly rewarded, fom with riches^ 
fom with honors, and all with liberty. But the 
publication of the Tenure of Kings and Magiflrats 
reviving the fame of his other books, and as well 
fliewing the excellency of his ftile and capacity, as. 
his afFe&ion to the good old caufe, he was made 
fecretary to the council of ftate for all foren affairs : 
for, the republic fcorn^d to acknowlege that fort of tri<» 

iuti 
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hute to imj prince in the worlds wifick is n&w paid is 
i be French iingj ^f managifig their matters onfy in Idf 
Jafiguage ; and took up a noble refolution * to which 
they firmly adher^d^ that they would neither write to 
others J nor receive their anfwirs^ except in the Latia 
(ongucj as heing common to them all^ and the proper ifi 
in it felf to contain great things j or thefubjeR offuturf 
pens. But this proceding could not be acceptable 
to thoie whole tranfadions were aifaatn'd or afraid 
to fee the Ughr^ and whofe natnes will not be tranf* 
mitted to pofterity, unlefs for dexrroufly cheating 
their own people, and laying the iprings of their 
tyraqny or negledt in the dark, tho the effeds are 
fufBciently felt by their deluded fubjeds, and the 
injuftice vifibly expos'd to all difcerning eys. None 
could be found more fitted for fuch a pod than 
MiLTOK, who quickly gained no lefs reputation to bim* 
/elf than credit to thejiate that implofdfo able a per^ 
fon f . Of this the letters he wrote under that and 
the fueceding adminiftrations (for he ierv'd Oliver, 
Richard, and Utit^Rump) are abundant evidence^ 
being for Afferent reafons admt^d by critics and fiat ef^ 
men^ as they are certain and authentic materials for 
fuch as may hereafter write the bifiory of thofe times. 

• It would havoi'been well, if facceding princes had followed 
their example ; for in the opinion of i^ery tuije nun, the univerfa-^ 
lity of the French language will make way for the univerfality of 
the French monarchy. Dr. Newton's Life of Miltow. 

f It is faid, that at the reftoration an ofFer was made to 
MtLTOK^ of holding the fame place of fecretary under the kingt 
which he had difchargcd with fo much integrity and ability under 
the commonwealth, and under Cromwell ; but he perilled ia 
xefufing it, though his wife preflcd his compliance : " Thou art 
•* in the rights lays he ; you^ as other ivomen^ noould ride in ycut 
** coach \ for ma^ mj aim is to livi and die tin h^^ft num.** 

F ' Bur 
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But it was not only in Forcn difpatches that the 
jgovcrnment made ufc of his pen 5 for jnft after the 
king^s death appeared a book under his name, in-^ 
iitiird Eikon Bafilike^ wherin he vindicats himfelf 
tn fo many diftinft chapters from the chief heads of 
thofe tyrannies charg'd upon him by the people^ 
cither as occafions of the chril ^ar, or as inhumani* 
ties Cbmmitted during the fame. Thfs piece, like 
Cesar's laft will, doing more execution upon the 
"enemy than its author when alive, Miltow was 
commanded to prevent by an anfwer ♦ thofe ill 
icffeas the Eikm BafiUke hfiight producie. Having 
undertaken this tafk, he bbfcrvcs that kings indeed 
have gain'd glorious titles from their flatterers or 

* it was firft printed at London^ in 1640, in quarto, under the 
fdllbwtng titk : « EIKONOKAArTHX, in anfwer to a book in- 
-•' titled EUtnN BAZIAIKH, the portAitnie of his faiCr^ idajdly 
. ** in his fblitades and fufferings. The author J . M. publifhe^ by 
*' auuiority.^ In 1650 it was printed a fecond time, ivithmafrp 
ikbrgtments* And in 1 65 2 there was a Ff$nth tranfia^ion printed 
utimtknm I't^ << par Quiil. DvGAaxx, m^rim^r da confeU 
d'Etat j" from which the following extra^ is copied. " Aver- 
** ti/Tertifent au Ledleur." " Le I^fteur eft prie de remarouer. 




legance du ftile 8c du language 
<^ I'AHteni: & de fes conceptions, de s'attacher enti^rement a (kB 
** paroles & expreflioijis, aotant que la langue Fran^oife I'a pii 
** permettre, de peur de perdre la grace, quife trourc en 
" rOriginal. Cc qui eft caufe qu*il fe pourra trouver, pcut 
^* etre, en cette verfion quelques Anglicifmes, on &9on8 de par- 
'* ler Angloifes, ou moins Pran9oifes, bien qu'il ait tache de le$ 
** eviter avec autanc de foln, qu'il en a eu de ne perdre rien da 
iens & des bel les expreifions del'Auteur. H efp^re que le Le^eor 
fera plus curieux de la fubftance, que des accidens, et que le 
corps lui plana davantage, que le vetement ; *uu qu^en matiere 
de telle cionjequencey et en cboje^ qui ne fert fas peu ajufiijier let 
«* procedures ^un Etat, iel que celui d^Jngleterre^ en un J grand etji 
*< mtabU cbangementy les frafes et les termes ne doi<vent pas etn 
f* ncbercbiXf a Pegal des chofes, quUls fignifantJ* 

favorers 
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fkvpraPs^^ for wricing ag^ioft privat men, a8 our 
Henry tke fcighth was ftil*d ieftnder of tbejaiibiot 
ir^g^ingl^VTHER ; yet that no man can expecS: much 
JiOHQT by writing againil a king, as not ufually meet- 
ing with chat force of argument in fuch courtly an- 
tagonifts, which to confute niig^t add to his fanie« 
^^ Kings, fays be, tho. ftrong in legions, are moft 
^* comino^ly but weak at arguments ^ as they who 
•* ever have accuftojpn'd from the cradle to ufe 
^V their will only a3 their right hand, their reafpn 
*^ always as their kft : whence unexpedtedly con- 
" ftrain'd to that kind of combat, they prove but 
*' weak and puny adi^riaries, Nevcrthclefs, con- 
** tinpcs he, for their f»kes, who thro cuftom* fim- 
plicity, or ^want of better teaching have not 
more ierioa$y.co(ifider*d kings than in the gaudy 
name o^f majefty, ind admire diem and their 
dpings, as if thty breathM not the fame breath 
'^ with other mortal ikko, I fliall make nofcruple 
*^ to takeupthis gaiuntletj thba kings, in the be^ 
** half of liberty and the commonwealth." Having 
thus accepted the challenge, he fairly meafures wea- 
pons, and anfwers all the allegations ojf that book 
beyond, the poffibility of a reply. But every chapter 
of it ;ending. with devotion, modcrd.into the form 
of a privat Pf^ter, he 't>nce for all gives his judg- 
roenft of it in thefe words, '* They, who fo mu?h 
adipire the archhiffaops late Breviary, and many 
pther as good maniaals and handmaids of devo- 
tion, the lipwork <^f every prelarical litiurgift, 
clapt this together, ahd quilted it out of fcripture 
{?hf^^ with as mluthieajre, and as little med of 
Chriftia^^ diligence or judgment, as- belongs to 

F 2 " the 






(4. 
C< 
C( 
iC 

«c 



70 TOLAND's LIFE OF 

** the compiling of any ordinary and &lable piece 

•* of Englijb divinity that the (hops value. But he 

•* who from fuch a kind of pfalmiftry, or any other 

** verbal devotion, without the pledg and earneft 

^^ of futable deeds, can be perfuaded of a zeal and 

**. true righteoufnefs in the perfon, has much yet to 

*• learn ; and knows not that the decpcft policy of 

** a tyrant has bin ever to counterfeit religion : 

** and Aristotle in his Politics has mention*d 

*• that fpecial craft among twelve other tyrannical 

•• fophifms. Neither want we examples. Ak- 

** DRONicus CoMNENus tht Sj/zantin emperor, 

** tho a moft cruel tyrant, is reported by Nicetas 

•* to have bin a conftant reader of St. Paul's 

^* Epiftles ; and by continual ftudy had fo incor- 

*^ porated the phraie and ftile of that apoftle into 

^^ all his familiar letters, that the imitation feemM 

" to vy with the original." Then having inftaticed 

our Richard the third, to whom he might have 

added Tarquin who built the (lately temple of 

Jupiter Capitolinus, and the Ruffian Basilo* 

wiTZ that pray*d feven times a day, he difcovers a 

piece of royal plagiarifm, or (to be more charitable) 

of his chaplains prieftcraft ; for one of king 

Charles's prayers, ftil'd a p-ayer in the time df 

€aptivityy delivered by himfelf to Dr. Juxon, anrd 

twice printed among his works in folio, is plainly 

ftolen and taken without any confiderable variatioa 

from the mouth of Pamela, an imaginary lady, 

to a heathen deity in Sir Philip Sidney's Arcadia. 

This has bin mentioned by others after Milton, 

;jand tkofe prayers laid parallel together on divers oc- 

cafions. One of Milton's fagacity could not but 

perceive 
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perceive by the compondon, ftile, and timing of 
this ,book, that it was rather the produftion of fom 
idle clergyman, than the work of a diftreft prince, 
either in perpetual hurry at the head of a flying 
army, or removed from one prifon to another dur- 
ing his unfortunat captivity till his death. Befides 
the theological phralcs frequently interfpers'd, there 
are fuch fanciful allufions and bold comments in it 
upon the fecret judgments of God, as fmell rankly 
of a fyftem or the pulpit. When he mentions the 
fate of the Hothams, by whom he was repuls'd at 
HulU he fays of the father. That bis head was 
divided from his body^ becaufe bis heart was, divided 
from the king ; and that two heads were cut off in one 
family for affronting the bead of the commonwealth j 
the eldefl fon being infeUed with the Jin of the father^ 
againft the father of his country. Thefe and fuch 
arguments drawn only from the book it felf, with- 
out any further ]ighc, induced a great many at that 
jdme to ' fufpedt the impofture ^ and that becaufe 
Cromwel got fuch a reputation among the people 
for his fuppos'd piety, the royalifts would reprefent 
the king to be a wifer man and better Chriftian* 
But in the year 1686 Mr, Mi.lljntgton happening 
lb fell the late lord Anglesey's library by audion, 
put up an Eikon Bafilike \ and a few bidding very 
low for it, he had leifure to turn oyer the leaves, 
when to his great furpris^e he perceived written 
with the fame noble lords own h^d, the following 
memorandum. 
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KING Charles the fecondy and the duke 

of York, did both (in the laji fejjiom ef 

parlament, 1675. when I Jkeivd them in 

the lords boufe the written copy of this booty 

wherin are fom correSIiqns and alterations 

written with the late king ChArlbs the 

firJTs own hand) ajf'ure me^ that this was 

none of the f aid kings compilings hut made 

by Dr. G A u D E N bijhop of Exeter : 

which I here infer t for the undeceiving of 

others in this pointy by attejling fo much 

tinder my owri hand. 

Angxessv. 



This occafion*d the world to talk; and feverat 
knowing the relation which the late Dr. Aitphony 
Walker an EJfex divine had to bifhop Gaudik^ 
they inquired of him what he knew concernihg thii 
fubjedl:, which he then verbally communicated to 
them : but being afterwards highly provok'd by 
Dn Hollingworth's har(h and injurious reSec^ 
tions, he wias obligM in his own defence to print an 
account of that book, wherin are ivfficifcnt an^ 
fwers to all the fcruples or obje^oqs that can bb 
made, and wherof I here infert an exaft ^|>h:ome, 
He tells us in the firft place that Dr. Gaitden 
was pleas'd to acquaint hi^ with the whole defigp, 

^ fefw'd him the hepds ef dircw chapters, with 
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fom otders thac were quite fioiih'd : and thauc 
Dr. Gauden aiking his opinion of the thing, an^ 
he declaring his diflatisfaftion that the world ihould 
be fo impos'd upon, Gaudsk bid him look on the 
title, which was the king^s pcrtraiiure ; for that no 
man is fuppos'd to draw his own pifturc. A very 
fdct tvafion! He further acquaints us, that fom 
time after this being both in London^ and having 
din'd together. Dr. Gauden took him along with 
him to Dr. Duppa the bilhop of Salijhury (whom 
he made alfo privy to his defign) to fetch what 
papers he had / left before for his perufal, or tp 
ihew him what he had lince written : and th^t 
upon their return from that place, after Gaudb^ 
and DupFA were a while in privat together, the 
former told him the biftiop of Salijhury wifh'd h^ 
had thought upon two other heads^ the qrc^tnance 
againit tl^ Common Prayer Book, and the denying 
his majefty the attendence of his chaplaiqs ^ but 
th^t Duppa defir'd him to finifh the r^ft, and ije 
would take upon him to write two chapfrrs Ofi 
thofe fubjeds, which accordingly he did. The 
reaibn, it fccins, .why Dr. Gaudbv hinjii^ wouM 
not perform this, was, firft, that during the trou- 
bles he had forl^orn the u(e of the liturgy, which 
be did not extraordinarily admire ; and fecondjy, 
that he bad never bin ^e kip^s chaplain^ whcras 
Pn Duppa was both bis chapls^n» his tutor, and a 
biifaop^ which made \i\ffi more concerned about 
^eie pafticulars. Thirdly, Dr. Walker informs 
us that Dr. Ga,ui)bn told hiip he ^ad. fent {i cpjpy 
^ ?iipff^li^ ky tl?? roarquifc ofHarifprd tpti^e 

A F4 fcc 
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be furc, that he made thofe corre&ions and altera* 
tions with his own pen, mencion'd in my lord 
Anglesey's memorandum : and which gave occa-> 
lion to (bm then about him that had accidentally 
ieen, or to whom he had (hown the book, to be- 
lieve the whole was his own. Fourthly, Dr. Gau- 
DEN, after the reftoration, told Dr. Walker, that 
the duke of Tork knew of his being the real au- 
thor, and had own*d it to be a great fervice ; in 
confideration of which, it may be, the biflioprick 
of fVincbeJlery tho he was afterwards put oflF with 
that of Worciftvr^ was promisM him. And, not* 
withftanding it was then a fecrer, we now know 
that in expeftation of this tranflation, the great 
houfe on Clapbam common was built indeed in the 
name of bis brother Sir Denis, but really to be « 
manfionhoufe for the bifhops of IVincbeJier. .Fifthly, 
Dr. Walker fays, that Mr. Gauden, the doctor's 
fon, his wife, himfcif, and Mr. Gifford who 
tranfcrib'd it, did believe it as firmly as any fziBt 
don in the place where they were 5 and that in that 
'/amily they always fpoke of it among themfelves 
(whether in Dr. Gaitden's prefence or abfence) as 
undoubtedly written by him, which he never con- 
tradided. We learn, fixthly, that Dr. Gauden, 
after part of it was printed, gave to Dr. Walker 
with his own hand what Was laft fent to London ; 
and after Oiewlng him what it was, feafd it, giving 
him cautionary diredions how to deliver it, which 
he did on Saturday the 23d of Decemhery 1648. for 
Mr, RoysTON the printer, to Mr. PEACOCfK bro- 
' thd" to Dr. Gauden's fteward, who, after the im- 

prtflioh was finiih'cl, give him, for his trouble, fix 

books. 
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books, wherof he alwaya kept one by him. To 
thefe particulars Dr. Walker adds, that the reafon 
why the covenant is more favorably mention'd in 
tikon Bafilike^ than the king or any other of his 
party would do, was becaufe Dr. Gaitden himfelf 
had taken it : That in the devotional part of this 
book there occur feveral eXpreflTions which i^crc ha- 
bitual to Dr. Gauden in his prayen, which always 
in privat and public were conceived or extemporary : 
and that to his knowlege it was Dr. Gauden, be* 
Ing beft acquainted with the beauty of his own 
fayings, who made that collection of fentences out 
of Eikon Bafilikej intitul'd, Apopbtbegmata Caro^ 
Uniana. Thefe and fom obfcrvations about the 
fame individual perfons variation of ftile on dif- 
ferent fubjcfts, with the facility and frequency of 
perfonating others, may be further confider'd in 
Dn Walker's original account. In this condi- 
tion ftood the reputation of this book, till the lafl: 
and finifhing difcovery of the impofture was made 
after this mahner. Mn Arthur North, a mer- 
chant now living 6n Towerbil^ LondoHj a man of 
good credit, and a member of the church of 
Englandy marry'd the filter of her that was wife to 
the doAor*s fon Charles Gauden, who dying 
left ibm papers with his widow, among which 
Mr. North, being concerned about his fitter in 
law's afiairs, found a whole bundle relating to 
Eikm Bafilike: Thefe papers old Mrs. Gauden 
left to her darling fon John, and he to his brother 
Charles. There is firft a letter from fecretary 
Nicholas to Dr. Gau0en. i. The copy of a let* 
ter from Inibop Gavden to chancellor Hydi» 
' ' where. 
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vhere, among hi$ other deferts^ he pleads that 
vrhat was don like a king, fhould have a kinglikc 
retribution ; and that his defign in it was to com- 
. fort and incourage the king*s friends, to expofe his 
CBcniies, and to convert, ^c. Thcrp is, 3. The 
copy of a letter from the bifliop to the duke of 
Tork^ wberin he ftrongly urges his fcrviccs. 4. A 
ktter under chancellor Hyde's own hand, dated 
the 13 th of Marcb^ 1661. wherin he expreiTes his 
uneafinefs under the bifhop's importunity, and ex- 
cufes his inability yet to ferve him : but towards 
the conclufion it contains thefi: remarkable words .^ 
fbe particular you mention bos indeed bin imparted 
tpme as afecret ; / am forty I ever knew it : and 
wben it ceafes to be a fecret^ it will pleafe none but 
Mr. MiLTOK. There are other papery in this 
bundle^ but particularly a long narrative of Mrs. 
Gauden's own writing, irrefragably (hewing her 
hufband to be author of Eiken Bajilike. It intirely 
confirms Dr. Walicei^'s account, and contains 
jnoft of the fa£b we have hitherto related, with 
many other curious circumftances too long to be 
here in&rted, yet too extraordinary not to be 
known ^ wberfore I refer the reader to the original 
paper, or to the faithful extrad made out of it be- 
fore feverfil learned and worthy perfons, a^id which 
is printed in a paper intitul'd, Truth brought to li^ht. 
Thus earn all iht world to be convinced of this no tori- 
ous impojlure $ ^hicb as if was dexter (n(/ly c^ntrri/d^ 
and m»fi tun^ingly imprtev^d by a party wbofi intertfi 
abUj^d V/p tQ ke^ the fecret^ fo it happened /^ bt Mf- 
tover'd by very ftiee and wjforjefeen accidents. H^d 
oot Gavozn bin dijp^poisued oif WinckeflfTj he h^^d 

never 
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nevtr pleaded his merit in this affair; nor would 
his wife have written her narrative, had king 
Charles the fecond beftowM one half years rent 
on her after her hulband's dcceafe, which upon her"* 
petition, and confidering her numerous family, none 
coul3 imagtn fliould be rcfus'd. It was a (lighter 
accident that begot a confeflion from two kings, 
and Charlis's own fons : and I doiibt if any other 
than one of Mr. Millincton*s great curiofity, 
and no bigotry, had the dilpofal of my lord 
Anglesey's books, we Ihould never have heard of 
the memerandum. Had not Hollinoworth*s in- 
difcrete zeal provoked the only man then alive who 
had any perfonal knowlege of this buGnefs, Dr. 
Walker had never publifh'd his account; nor 
could the whole difcovery be fo complete, without 
the leaft intricacy or queftion, without Mr. North's 
papers. Whtn Iferioujly conftder how all this h^p^ 
fetfd among our felves within tht compafs of forty 
years J in a time of great learning and politenefs^ when 
both parties fo narrowly watched over one anptber's 
^SfionSj and what a great revolution in civil and reli- 
gions affairs was partly occajiorfd by the credit of that 
hook^ I ceafe to wonder any longer how fo many fuppo^ 
fitiliotu pieces under the name of Christ, his apiftles^ 
and othef great perfonSy fiould he puilifh^d anJ op- 
froffd in thofe primitive times ^ when it was of fo 
much Hnportance to have *em bdieifd ; ^iffhen the cheats 
wire ico many on all fides for them to reproiicb one anc^ 
ther^ which yet ibey often did when commerce tvas not 
niettrfo general 9S i^ow^ and the whole earth intiretj 
werjpreai with the darknefs of fuperJHtion* 1 4ot^^ 
irt^iir ilH fpurunkfnefs of feveral morefuch hooks isyei 

undifcover% 
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undifcowr^di tbr0 the remotenefs $f tbofe ages^ the 
Jiaib of the persons cement i^ and the decay of other 
monuments which might give us true information ; 
ofpecially whin we confider bow dangerous it was ahvays 
for the weaker fide to lay open the tricks of their ad- 
verfaries^ tho never fo grofs : and that the prevail- 
ing party did JiriSly order all tbofe books which 
offended them to be burnt ^ or otherwife fuppreft^ which 
was accordingly perform* d^ as well in obedience to the 
laws by fom^ as out of eonfcientious obligations by 
others^ which made the execution more effeSual than 
ufually happens in cafes of an ordinary nature. Of 
this we are furnifh^d with numberlefs examples by 
eburch'hifiorians^ who have preferv* d intire feveral of 
the laws and orders ena3ed to this purpofe. From 
thefe general remarks I muft oblerve in particular, 
tha( 'tis likely ivben Charles the fecond knew the 
forgery of this book, he was fully confirm*d in 
the popilh religion, which in his childhood he learnt 
of his mother, and in his exile by his foren conver* 
fation. The author of Eikon Bafilike defires him 
to adhere to the church of England^ as necellary 
both for his foul's peace, and that of the kingdom. 
This and the like exhortations of refpeft for the 
liturgy and clergy, mi^ht fhew^ at leaft, thejudg-* 
ment of his dying father i but from Dr. Gauden 
it was mere intereft and impofture. Charlis 
therforfy who knew MoRtEy* Duppa, and others^ 
to approve of this fraud to which they were pri\ry, 
and for whofe advantage the belief of it was {tr* 
viceable, muft either fufpeft the forgeries laid by 
ptoteftants to the charge of popery, when he aAu* 
ally knew the proteftants to play the iame game t 

or 
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or not being able to deny the popUh cheats, 'tis 
inoft probable the opinion which his tntimat friends 
ha4 of him was too true, that he was really of 
neither church, but believed the pretences of both 
to be credulity or craft ^ and that the tranfaftions 
of his laft minutes were only the eSe&s of a weak 
mind in a diftemper'd body. 

Milton Wrote alfo in the year 48^ Obfervations 
upon the reprefentation of the prelbytery of Belfafi 
in Ireland^ concerning the king's death, the break- 
ing of the covenant, and the toleration of difierenc 
perfuafions, to which thefe prieftlings, as he calls 
them, were mortal enemies % while they call'd their 
own prefbyterian government the hedg and bul- 
wark of religion, which is exafUy the language of 
the pc^ifh inquifition* In the fame Obfervaiions he 
examins the duke of Ormondes letter to colonel 
Jones governor of Dublin^ perfuading him to re* 
volt from the parlamerit. Milton is very^ angry 
that Ormond made a contemtuous mention of 
general Cromwbl, ^^ who, according to him, had 
^^ don in a few years more emment and remarkable 
^* deeds, wheron to found nobility in his houfe, 
*^ tho it were wanting, and perpetual renown to 
*^ pofterity, than Ormond and all his anceftors put 
** together could (hew from any record of their 
*• Irijb exploits, the widcft fcenc of their glory •" 
But his chiefeft remarks are upon the articles 
of peace * which Ormond concluded in tbp kinfs 

namty 

* It is evident, that he plaid faft arid loofe on all hands as Sell 
fuhed with his necefikty affairs and worke (as he calls it») all his 
ends trending to this onlv center* to gaine the Irilh Rebels to his 
alEftancc agaisll the Paruament at any rate, though to the pro- 

phanatioA 



8o TO LAND'S LIFE OF 

hame^ and hy bis autbmij^ wUb tbe p^^ Irilh n* 
iclSt wberin ib^ iurt fardmfd fpr tbe nu^4ur^ find 

depredation 

phanation of Religion^ and his breach of ^ith with God and 
man, as inftantly you may fee fvarfally pr6tefted, at the r6cd^- 
tng the Sacrament at Qhift-Clmrch vxO^^d xbi^^^ at the hands 
of the archbifliop of Armagh^ where, immediately before bis 
communicating (he beckoning to the archbifhop for a /hprt for- 
bearance) ttied thefe Ibllowing expreflionsy yvL.IifyLord^ J fft^* 
hgn nuily r^dved BtM$JtmU$^ w$v ma^ dicUr* #« tic ^mrld the n* 
folution I do nffw maii'^ I have to the utmofi of myfo^ver frepareimy 
fiuk to heame m *a}orthy recewer^ and m^ IJh recei*ve <mfort hy the 
Ueffed Satr^ment^ m Ido kUtmi the efiahUjimtHt of ihe true reformed 
Reliziottt as it flood in its beat^ in the happy dayes of^een Elizabeth* 
nvithout ojvf coiini*vance at ropery ; 1 hlejfe God^ that in the midji of 
thefe pttbUftti diftroMms^ IbieveftiUlikerty to commmdcdte^ and may^ 
this Sacrament be 'MY t>AUHATiQ9f if nvf heatt jeyne met iMih my 
iips in this prttefiaiion. 

The Life and Reigne of King Charles, tsx the Pfeudo-^Mariyr 
difcovered. With a late Reply to an Invcdivt Remon- 
ftrance againfl the Parliament and prefent Government: 
Together with fome Animadverflons em the ftrange con^ 
ttariety between the late King's poblick Deckratiotis, 
^ ProtefUtionty Impf^ecatiens, and his PounraAure, com- 
pared witii his private Letters, and Other of his £xprefles 
not hntherto taiten into common obfervation. London, 
i6$i. in duodeciBU), p. 199, 2Q0. 
Bat the moft remarkable letter of the Kijug to him was wnit- 
ten wholly in cypher on the 20th o(july die »me year, which is 
inferted in Laiik ih the'NttHcio's JA^wi/i, and in hidian in Vittorio 
Sins Mercurio. *< Glamergan, I am not fo QxhSdy guarded, but 
** that if you fend to me a prudent and fecret perfon, I can re* 
** ceive a letter, and you may fignjfy to me your mind, I having 
" always kifedyourferfon ttnd conver/atidUy which.I ardently Wiih 
** for at prefent more than ever, if it could be had without pre- 
'< judice to yOu, whofe fafetv is as dear to me as my own. If 
youcaft fdife aiargejkm ot money by panvning wy kingdoms for 
that piirpofe, I am cooteiit you (hould do it ; mnd if i recover 
them, I wiH fully repay that money. And tell the ffnncio, 
^ that if once / can come into his and your hands^ which ought to 
** be extremely 'wijhedfor by you botht ^ weliy^ the Jake ^England 
** as Ireland, fince all tie refi^ as I fee» d^pife me^ I will do it. 
•* And if 1 do not fojf this from my hearty or if in any future time / 
** faUyffu in this, m(y God never rejiori ntefmj kingdoms in this 

" worldt 






depredation of the Englifli prbfi^tints ; ntkiiewleg^d 
to be iuiifid and toykl JufijtBs *; irt difch^i^fdfroik 
4^ng He o$th of fuprematy^ pHnttpdtiy framed ok 
thi account of papijis : and^ in a ^ordj fuch fretdonis 
and privities were granted to thofe inhuman butchers^ 
MS were never inj^^d by fhaf" Ehgliih ton^ttirsrs. 
The fccond article impowcrs the Iri/b parlament 
to repeal or fufpend (as they think fit) PoyNiNo^i 
aft, the only fecurity of thdr cfcpcndciice oh 
England. They ait intrufted by him with the 
militia ; and fo indulgent \vfts he ix> thefe his choice 
favorits, as ridiculoufly tb phirtiift them the re- ^ 
pealing of thofe afts which prahibtted their JjIoww 
ing with horfes by the tail, or burning oats Ih 
th^ ftraw, marks of their fotifilh and indocil 
barbarity. 

•* Mt»rld^ nor ginie Mi itmial hafpinrfs fin ^ $tJ^ to which I htfpt 
** this tribuUtion "will coiidu£t me at' lall, after I have <iatis- 
' «* Red my obligations to my friends, to none of whom am 1 fo 
*« much obliged a« to yimrfelf, "whofc mci-ks towirds -me c*- 
** ceed ill expreflioiK, , ^hat tan be qfed b^ fmi^ canfimt Ffiemd^ 
" Charles fe. From Neweaftle^ July ao, 1646.** A copy of 
this letter Was Toon afler the receipt of ir» f^nt ffOiH IttlAnd u 
the Pdfi^ <Usbo rsteiwd griat cn^fortfim iife tMdii^l^iif ; '^Uitai 
tJki/kmi umj^«4 ^^^' ^ t^niftfiJJiQnfyr fh King^s xirckffifta^cesi as 
the Dean oirermo wrote four days after his drrival at Kme^ h/su 
AW. dth. to th« Cavalier Rimiceihii ntb Niiildb^ Brother; iit 
/ Fhrptctf to i^hcnh iifi^cloied a copy of^dMIt jitter. . 

' Inquiry into the Oiare, which King Charles I. had in the 

tranfaftions 6f flie Earl df <jlkfi6fgan. fedit ^, f . 244, 

245, 246. . .\[. r» 

l^efides to (hew his xt£f^di UBto dieqfi 'f'l know hi abUti§ra$ei 

nvith his cnvne hands l^t \wox6. Irifi Kioetls, and but in trifi 

SiiBje^r, in a ihanuf^rlpt difcouffe, tvHt b^ Br.^Edi^d^ilWr, 

. aoji pre&nied unto \im,.'mhich J havt^^^ini efthp /r^ i«Ul- 

Il6n, &€.' r : 

' •Lilly»s'Obfef<rat!dnt oh the Life aiit D^ith 4f *ih^ Chaitts. 
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AKb now we com to his igafter piece, hts chief 
and favorit work in profe, for argument the no- 
bleft» as being the defence of a whole free nation, 
the people of England % for ftile and difpoHcion the 
moft eloquent and elaborat, equalling the old 
Romans in the purity of their own language, and 
their higheft notions of liberty ^ as univerfally 
ipread over the learned world as any of their 
.compofitions *, and certain to endure while oratory, 
politics, or hiftory bear any efteem among men. 
// cannot' be detr/^dj fays that excellent critic monfieur 
Baile, that MiLTON*i Latin fiiU is eafj^ hrijk^ and 
tUgant \ nor that ho defondid the republican caufe with 
a world of addrefs and wit : agreable to which judg* 
ment is the unanimous fuffrage of foreners, not 
excepting the moft zealous afiertors of monarchy. 
It was written upon this occafion. Charles eldeft 
fon to the king of the fame name living in exile, 
and wanting fom body to paint the death of his 
father in the blackeft colors, either to render the 
authors of it odious, the better to bring about his 
own return % or, if that effeft did not anfwer, to 
move the compaflion of foren potentats to procure 
his reftoration, was told of Salmasius a profeiibr 
of the univerfity of Leyden in Holland^ as the fitteft 
perfon for his purpofe. This man had got fuch a 
mighty name from his Ptinian exercitations^ and his 
critical notes on feveral Latin and Greec authon, 
that none was thought fo knowing to equal, or fo 
hardy to incounter him. This man therfore 
Charles the fecond hir'd for a hundred Jacobuffes 
to write that bulky volume, which in the year 49 
appeared under ^ title of Defei^ Regia^ or a de- 
fence 
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fence of Charles the firft to Charles the fecond. 
Salmasius being better verft in the writings of 
grammarians and lexicographers (which fort of 
men were his chief admirers) than in thofe of legi- 
flators and politicians, gave a true demonftration 
that mere fcholars, when they meddle with any 
thing that requires rcafoning or thought, are but 
mere afles : for being wholly occupy^d about frivo- 
lous* etymologies; or the bare found of words, and 
living moft of their time excluded from converfa- 
tion, bury*d in duft among worms and mouldy re- 
cords, they have no exaft knowlege of things, and 
arc perfeft ftrangers to all the ufeful bufinefs of 
the world. Accordingly the royal defence was dc- 
ftitute of eloiquence or art, being nothing elfe but 
a huge heap of rubbifli, confifting of injudicious 
quotations, very diforderly piec*d together, feldom 
making for his purpofe ; and, when they feem*d to 
favor hinri, quite fpoil'd again by his own imperti- 
nent comments. But what*s Worfe than all the reft, 
he appeared on this occafion fuch an abfolute ftran- 
ger and bungler in his own province, as to open a 
large field for Milton to divert himfelf with his 
barbarous phrafcs and folecifms. Nor had he 
more wit likewife than to publifh his Defence of 
monarchy in Holland^ at the fame time that he had 
a penfion from that free ftate, and was aftually en- 
tertained in their fervice ; for tho the Dutch were 
then no good friends to the Engli/h^ being jealous of 
.their growing power, yet they could not be pleas*d 
with any writing opposed to the common caufe of 
liberty, and accordingly they blam*d Salmasius, 
and order'd the Defence to be fuppreft. No fooner 

G did 
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did this book appear in EngUndy but Milton be- 
ing then prefent, was unanimoufly namM by every 
member of the council of ftate, to anfwer it ; fb 
good an opinion they had of his capacity, neither 
did he fail their expeftations : for within a very 
fliort time he publifhM his Defenfio fro populo Anglic 
canoj or the defence of the people of England ^ 
wherin, to fpeak no more of his admirable ftile 
than we have don akeady, nor of his handfomly 
expofing the ignorance or fury of Salmasius, he 
defended the procedings of the people of England 
from the beginning of the civil war to that time, 
with fuch force of arguments and authority of 
examples, that lince there could be no difpute 
about the viftory he obtained over his adveriary, 
the only doubt remaining with his readers was, 
whicK Ihould be counted fuperior, his own great 
reading, politenefs, or judgment. The fubjed is 
too nice for me to make any extrad of it* accord- 
ing to the method I obfervM in fbm of his other 
books ; and befides, it deferves {o much to be con- 
fider'd at length in the original, or in the EngUJb 
verfion by Mr. Washington of the Temple^ that 
I will not deprive any body of that pleafurc. It*s 
true indeed, that fom have blam*d Milton for his 
rough ufage of Salmasius, nor herein will I pre* 
tend wholly to excufe him : but when I confider 
how bafely the whole Engtijb nation was abusM by 
Salmasius, as fb many barbarians or enthufiafts, 
fiercer than their own maftifs and yet filtier than 
Athenian owls *, it gos a great way with me towards 

Milton's 

• B« -<-•-• — Nee aiia fire tellorum ^laum taufo fraetenditmr 
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Milton's juftification ; aod if wc add to this^ thax 
he fpeaks not tn his own perlbn, but as the mouth 
of a potent ftate traduc'd by a pitiful profe^f^ 
there be thofe in the world that will pofitively com^ 
mend him. Two paffages only I ftiall infert here 

inter nationes^ pepulos, et Reges^ quam ir^uriae^ de quihtu cum judich 
nonpoteji decerni^ ferro cernitur^ M. Adverfus hofles quidem ob 
idas caufas bella geri foleat : cum regibus alia ratio eft, quibus 
jurcfjurando fandiiTinio interpoiito ad parendum fumas obilri(5ti. 
fi. Obibid^i quidem fumus. ^ed illi contra prior a promittunt fe 
ex aequo et banojus di&uros. M. Ica res habet. B. Matua igitdr 
regi cum civibus efc paflio. M. Ita videtur. B, Qui prior a 
conventis recedit, contraque quam pa^us eft facjty noune is 
padia et conventa folvit. M* Solvit. B. Soluto igitur vinculo^ 
quod regem cum populo continebat, quicquid juris ex pa^ione 
ad eum, qui pa^a folvit pertinebat, id reor amittitur. M. Amit^ 
titar. B. Is etiam cum quo erat conventum aeque fit atque ante 
ftipulationem erat •liber. M. Eodem plane jure, atque eadem 
libertate ? B. Rex autem ii facit, quae funt folvendae focietati 
Kumanae» cujus continend&e caufa fuit creatus, quid eum voca- 
mas ? M. Tyrannum opinor. B. ^yr annus autem nm moJo 
nojt juflum hahet imperium in fopuluMy fed 4(iam poputi b^is eft^ 
M. Hbftis profedo. B. Cuni hoftcy oh granges et intoler^ila in* 
jurias eft juftum beUum, M. Juilum fane. B. Quid in eo, quo4 
cum totius humani generis bofte, hoc eft tyranno geritur? 
M. Jufti£imum. B. Bello autem cum hofte jufta de caufa ferael 
fufcepto jus eft non tnodo univerfo populo, fed iingalis etiam 
hqftem interimere. M. Fateor. B. Quid tyrannam hoftem 
publicum, quocum omnibus bonis perpetuum eft bellum i noone 
finguli e tota generis humani multitudine jure omnes belloruia 
paenas ab eo expetere pofFunt. M. Video natiomtfereimnes im ta 
fuijje fententia. Nam et Thebe laudari foletf quodmaritMm^ itTimo* 
Icon, quod fratrenty etCaJfius quod filium interfecerit : et FuknuSf quod 
JSlium ad Catiiifiamfrofici/centeMy et Brutus f quodftliotf et fropinquosp 
cum reducendi tyranni confilia eos refctjfet in^Cy necamtrit : et puhlict 
praemaerant tyrannicidisy et honores a multis Graeciae citntatib$is 
inftitsite adeo {^wd ante diBum eft) nullum ne huma^itMtfs quidem 
vinculum cum tyrannis efit ^xiftimabant. Sed quid finguUmtm ^ffin* 
fwu coUigo f cumpojfum uni<verfeprope or bis teftimoniumproferre f 
De jure regni apud Scotos, dialogus, Authore Georgio 
B^qhanano S«oto. Edinbuigi, A. D. 157^. Cuih^ri* 
legio regah. 
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out of his book \ wherof the firft (hall be an epl- 
' gram he made to ridicule his adverfary for medling 
with affairs to which he was a ftranger, having all 
his intelligence from inrag'd and partial exiles ; but 
particularly for his miftaking of Englijh names, 
and his mentioning of the county court, and 
hundred. 

§luis expedivit Salmqfie fuam Hundredam? 
Picamque docuit verba noftra conari ? 
Magifter artis venter^ fcf Jacobai 
Centum^ exulantis vifcera marfupii regis, 
^odji dolojifpes refulferit nummij 
IpfCj antichrifii modo qui primatum papa 
Minatus uno eft difftpare fuffiatu^ 
Cantabit ultra Cardinalitium Melos. 

Englijb^d. 

Who taught Salmasius, that French chattring p/, 
, To aim at Engliftj^ and Hundreda cry ? 
The ftarving rafcal, flulht with juft a hundred 
Englifto Jacobujfesj Hundreda blunder'd ; 
An outlaw'd king's laft ftock, A hundred morf 
Would make him pimp for th'antichriftian whore ; 
And in Rome*s praife imploy his poifon'd breath, 
^ Who threat^n'd once to ftink the pope to death. 

In thefe vcrfes he reflefts on Salmasius for declar- 
ing himfelf againft any fort of hierarchy in his book 
De primatu papa^ and yet being a mighty ftickler 
for bifhops in his defence of the king. The other 
pafTage ihall be the epilogue or conclufion of Mil- 
.' ton's book. " And now I think, fays he, that 
/ ' ** by God's affiftance I have finilh'd the work I 
• -' " under- 
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undertook, namely to defend the noble aftions 
of my countrymen at home and abroad againft 
the raging and envious madnefs of this diftrafted 
fbphifter; and to affert the common rights of 
the people againit the unjuft domination of 
** kings, not out of any hatred to kings, but 
tyrants : nor have I purpofely left unanfwer'd 
any one argument alleged by my adverfary, nor 
any example or authority quoted by him, that 



cr 

C( 



*' the other extreme, of replying to fom of his 
" fooleries and trifles as if they were folid argu- 
** ments, and therby may feem to have attributed 
" more to them than they deferv'd. One thing 
" yet remains to be don, which perhaps is of the 
" greateft concern of all, and that is. That you 
** my countrymen confute this adverfary of yours 
" your felvcs -, which 1 do not fee any other means 
" of your effefting than by a conftant indeavor to 
" outdo all mens bad words by your own good 
•* deeds. When you labored under more forts of 
" oppreflSon than one, you betook your felves to 
" God for refuge, and he was gracioufly pleas'd to 
" hear your moft earneft prayers and defires. He 
" glorioufly delivered you, the firft of nations, 
" from the two greateft mifchiefs of this life, and 
'* the moft pernicious to virtue, tyranny and fuper- 
" ftition ; he indu'd you with that greatnefs of 
" foul to be the firft of mankind, who, after hav- 
ing conquered and * captivated their own king, 
have not fcruplM to condemn him jucticially, 
and according to ^hat juft fentence, to put him 

G 3 "to 



cc 
cc 



»g TOLAND's LIFE OF 

^^ to death. After perforiting fo rlluftrious an 
^^ aftion as this, you ought to do nothing that's 
** mean and little, not even to think, much lefs 
^* to do any thing but what is great and fublime. 
** To attain which praife there is only this way, 
^* that as you have fubduM your enemies in the 
^* field, fo to make it appear that unarmed and in 
** foil peace you of all mankind are ableft to con«» 
•* quer ambition, avarice, the love of riches, and 
** can beft avoid thofe corruptions of prdpcrity 
^* which are apt to get the better of other nations ; 
** to fliew as great juftice, temperance, and mo- 
**- deration, in preferving your liberty, as you have 
♦* don courage in freeing your felves from flavcry. 
*' Thefe are the only arguments and authorities by 
^^ which you will be able to evince that you are not 
•• fuch perfons as this fellow reprefents you, trai- 
^* tors, robbers, murderers, parricides, madmen ^ 
^' that you did not put yoyr king to death out of 
^^ any ambitious defign, or a defire of invading 
♦^ the rights of others, not out of any i^ditious 
♦' principles or finifter ends, not agitated by fury 
*^ or madnefs ; but that it was wholly out of love 
** to your liberty, religion, juftice, virtue, and in- 
•* flam'd with an affcftion for your country, that 
♦* you punifli'd a tyrant. But if it ftiould happen 
♦' other wife (which I pray God mercifully to for- 
^ bid) if as you have bin valiant in war, you 
•* Ihould grow debauch -d in peace, you that have 
♦* had fuch vifible demqnftrations of the goodnefs 
^ of God to your felves, and his wrath againil: 
^ your enemies, and that you ftould not l«mi by 
^t (q ei^^nt af4 Riepiorable an example before 

!' your 
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your cys, to fear God and work righteoufneft* 
for my part, I fliall cafiiy grant and cdnfefs (for 
I cannot deny it) all the ill that Hers and flan->» 
dcrcrs now think or fpeak of you to be true. 
And you will find in a litde dme that God^s dif- 
pleafure againft you will be greater than it hai 
bin againft: your adverfaries, greater than bis 
benign favor and paternal ciare which you have 
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** experienced above all the nations under heaven." 
Milton was rewarded with a thou/and pounds for 
this performance ; and how differently his defence 
of the people, and that of Salmasius for the 
king were entertain'd by the curious, we may learn 
from tke mouth of him that next appeared for 
the royal caufe. " What the moft accomplifti*d 
** Salmasius, fays he, has difcretely written in 
** defence of the right and honor of Charles the 
'* Briiifb monarch, murder'd by wicked men, has 
•* born but one impreflion, and faw the light with 
" great difficulty ; with fo much hatred dos the 
** worid perfccute truth in thefe latter times : but 
" of what the moft execrable Milton has fpite- 
'*' fully elaborated to ruin the reputation of the 
deceased king, and* to deftroy the hereditary fuc- 
ceflfion of the crown, there are fo many editions, 
** that I am uncertain to which of them I fhould 
" refer my reader-, fo paffionatly fond are men 
" grown now of lies and calumnies 1" On this 
book our author did not think it worth his while 
to animadvert, but delegated that eafy tafk to his 
younger nephew John Philpps, now aKve, who 
foon wrote a fufEcient anfwer to bi&<^ Bramhal \ 
fprib this new a»tagoni{| was fuppos'd tobe cai'd. 

G 4 Salmasius 
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Salmasius made a huge figure at this time in 
the Swedijb court, whither queen Christina in- 
vited all the men of letters in Europe^ fo that her 
whole train was composed in a manner of gram- 
marianSy rhetoricians, philofophers, aflroiogers, and 
critics : nor was her adminiflration unanfwerable to 
her attendents i for befides a total ncgleft of good 
laws for the public benfefit, and her imprudent pre- 
ferring of ftrangers before the natives of the coun- 
try, ihe led a mere romantic life, fomtimes frolic- 
fomly difguifing her felf in mens clothes, and then 
gravely difputing with her dodtor^, till at laft fhe 
was forc'd to a Ihameful abdication of the govern- 
ment ; and the end of all her learning was to turn 
papift for a penfion from the pope, or to have an 
old meager frier to pardon her fins, and a brawny 
cardinal for her ftallion. Now no fooner had the 
defence of the Englijh nation reached Sweden^ and 
was read to the queen at her own defire, but 
Salmasius, who till then had bin as it were her 
prime minifter, and who, when he firft faw the 
book, foolilhly fwore he would deftroy Milton 
and the whole parlament, decreased fo much in her 
efteem, and dwindled to fuch*a degree in the opi- 
nion of all others, that he thought it not for his 
Jntercft to continue longer there, and was difmift 
with extraordinary coldnefs and contemt. And not 
cxpefting to be better received in Holland^ or any 
where elfe, he left an imperfeft pofthumous reply, 
and had recourfc to death, the laft refuge of the 
miferable, and the fafeft flicker to cover them from 
infamy and dilgrace. Milton, on the other 
band, was, on the firft appearance of his book, 

vifited 
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vifited or invited by all the ambaffadors at London^ 
not excepting thofe of crown'd heads, and particu- 
larly cfteem'd by Adrian Paw the ambaffador of 
the flourifhing republic of Holland, His book in- 
deed was burnt at Paris^ not by order of the par- 
lament, but, at the inftigation of the priefts, by 
the lieutenant civil, and likewife at Tboloufe, which 
ferv'd only to procure it more readers : for he was 
highly extol'd at the fame time, or complemented 
by letters from the moft ingenious perfons in Ger^ 
, many or France 5 and, as if the old Grecian repub- 
lics had revived to decree the accuftom'd honors to 
the affertors of liberty, Leonardus Philaras, 
an Athenian born, and ambaffador from the duke 
of Parma . to the French king, wrote a fine com- 
mendation of his defence, and fent him his pifture, 
together with a perfonal elogium. From thefe un- 
deniable matters of faft (without deciding the merit 
of the caufe on either fide) it is plain that in the 
judgment of zW Europe^ Milton got infinitly the 
better of Salmasius -, for it could not be partiality 
to a free government, but the refiftlefs light of truth, 
that obtained fuch a confeffion from the minifters or 
fubjeds of abfolute princes. 

Now he had fom leifure again to follow his other 
ftudies of a more delightful and peaceable nature 
than thefe controverfies, and had alfo a ion born 
to him, who dy'd in his infancy. In the year 52, 
he remov'd for his health from his lodgings at 
fVhitehal to a houfe opening into St. James's park, 
which Ihall be the fcene. of all his adlions till the 
reftoration of the royal family. In this place his 
firft wife dying in childbed, he, after a convenient 
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fpace, marryM a fecond, Catharinb the daughter 
of captain Woodcock of Hackny^ who within a 
year dy'd alfo in the fame condition, and was about 
a month after followed by her child, which was a 
girl. His fight was quite gon before this match ; 
for by reafon of his continual iludies, and the 
head-ach to which he was fubjed from his youth> 
his cys were decaying for a dozen years before : 
but we Ihall have an occafion by and by to give a 
further account of this matter. 

The fame year appeared a bitter inveftivc from 
abroad againft the parlamentarians. The title of it 
was, * fbe Cry of the King's Blood for Vengeance to 
Heaven againjl the Englifo parricides. In this book 
Milton is particularly traduc'd, and accus'd to 
have bin expel'd out of the univarfity ofCambridg 
for fom mifdemeanors, wherupon he retir'd into 
Italy : but the falfity of this ftory is already proved. 
Several other frivolous things are laid to his charge, 
which he on the other hand denies *, nor do his ad-> 
verfaries infift upon them in their anfwers : now 
there, cannot be a clearer proof of his innocence, 
than that being accus'd he publicly denies the fadi:, 
and his enemies can*t contradid him. But envy 
and malice often carry fuch as have got the worfe 
fQ affirm moft abfurd and ridiculous things : So 
Salmasiu3 in his dying reply foolifhly repons chat 
Milton wrote not the defence himfelf, but lent 
his name to the band of a little French fchool* 
matter at London. But, aa it always happens in 
fuch ca&a, he got aothing by this filly figment, 

* Clamor Regii SanguiAis ad Co^luai, &$. 

but 
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but gave Milton an opportunity of making bis 
own ability, and the.weaknefs of Salmasius, fur^- 
ther known to the worklv Thus fon) people thinly 
to gratify an offended perfon with telling him a 
hundred ilnatur'd (lories of his antagoniA, to 
which his paffion makes him give credit without due 
examination, and then beccms a fool by aflcrting 
them. The true author of the Clamor Regit San- 
guinis^ was Peter du Moulin the younger, a 
prebendary of C<a»/fr^«ry ; but Alexander Morus 
a Freneb minifter being the publilhcr of it, and 
having prefixed a dedication in the printer's name 
to Charles II. he was generally thought to be 
the writer of the whole. This Morus was the Ion 
of a learned Scat^ who was principal of the pro- 
teftant college formerly at Cajires in Languedoc. His 
infufferable haughtinefs, immoderat inclination for 
women, and contemt of his collegues, made him 
odious and uneafy wherever he liv*d. He was hafty, 
ambitious, fatyrical, and could never commend 
any thing but his own works, or thofe of his ad- 
mirers. He was cry'd up for a feraphic preacher \ 
but, as Baile judicioufly fays, his talent muft have 
confilled in the gracefulnefs of his pronunciation 
and gefture, or in thofe fipurifhes and puns wher- 
of his fernoo^s are full : for 'tis certain that they 
retain not thofe charms now on paper ivhicH tb^ 
were did to have formerly in the pulpit. Agaiitft 
him therfore Mi (.ton by public command pub- 
lilhea % fecond defence for the people of England^ 
wluch, bcHdes what the tide promifes, contains a 
bloody fatyr upon Moitus, nor dos be deny himfelf 
t« b»vt iMn.tbe Qccafioft of Salmasius's death. I 

(hall 
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{hall not rake into the afhcs of the dead, but content 
my felf with infcrting here two pieces of Milton's 
wit. The firft is a diftich made upon Morus for 
getting PoNTiA the maid of his friend Salmasius 
with child. 

Gain ex concuhitu gravidam te^ Poniia, Morij 
^is bene tnoraiam, morigeramque neget ? 

The other fhall be an epigram wherin Milton 
laughs at Morus for threatning him with a fecond 
edition of Salmasius*s defence of the king, aug- 
mented with animadverfions on his defence of the 
people. 

Caudete fcombri^ £s? quicquid eft pifcium SalOy 
^i frigida by erne tncoUtis algentes freta^ 
Veftrum mifertus ilk Salmafius eques 
Bonus amicire nuditatem cogitat ; 
Chart4fque largus apparat papyrinos 
Vobis cucullos praferentes Claudii 
Inftgnia^ nomenque, t? decus Salmajii : 
Geftetis ut per omne cetarium forum 
Equitis cUentes^ fcriniis mungentium 
Cubito virorumy (^ capfulis gratijfimos. 

The author of the Clamor Regit Sanguinis, having 
barbaroufly objefted to Milton his blindnefs; and 
that he was meager and pale, he gives him an an- 
fwer in thefe words : " I was never counted de- 
" form*d, as I know, by any that ever faw me ; 
" but whether to be counted handfom or not is 
^' none of my concern. My ftature, I confefs, is 
" not extraordinary tall, yet I am rather a middlc- 
" fiz'd than little man. Butwliat if little I were? 

" Have 
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^* Have not many pcrfons eminent in the arts of 
*' war and peace bin fo before me .? tho I fee no 
** reafon why that fhould be cal'd little which in 
courage is fufficiently great. Neither am I ib 
flendcr ; for I was ftrong and capable enough ia 
my youth to handle my weapons, and to exer- 
cife daily fencing : fo that wearing a fword by 
my fide, as became a gentleman, I thought my 
felf a match for thpfe that were much ftronger^ 
and was not afraid of receiving an affront from 
any body. I have ftill the fame foul and vigor, 
but not the fame eys ; yet to all outward ap- 
" pearance fo found, fo clear, and free from the 
leaft fpot, as theirs who fee furtheft: and 
herein only, in fpite of my felf, I am a deceiver. 
My countenance, than which he fays there's no* 
thing paler, is ilill of a color fo contrary to wan 
and bloodlefs, that tho I am above forty, any 
body would think me ten years younger, being 
neither contrafted in body or fkin. If in any 
*^ of thefe particulars I told a ly, I ftiould be dc- 
fervedly ridiculous to many thoufands of my 
own countrymen, and to feveral ftrangers that 
perfonally know me." As for his blindnefs, he 
fays that fuch a condition is not miferable, but 
not to be able to bear it ; and then quote's the 
examples of valiant, learned, wife, and holy men 
of all times that have bin blind. But the lofs of 
his eys being objefted to him as an efFeft of divine 
vengeance, after folemnly protefting that he*s not 
confcious of any thing for which he fhould deferve, 
that puniftiment more than other men, he adds, 
** As for what I wrote at any time (fince the 
** royalifts think I now fuffer on that account, and 

•' triumph 
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" triumpli over mc) I call God to witnefs that t 
** did not write any thing but what I then though t^ 
and am ftill perfuaded to be right, and true, and 
acceptable to God ; not led by any ibrt of am- 
bition, profit, or vainglory ; but have don all 
from a fcnfe of duty and honor, or out of piety 
to my country, and for the liberty of church 
and ftatc. On the contrary, when that talk of 
anfwering the king's defence was injoin*d me by 
public authority, being both in an ill ftate of 
health, and the fight of one ey almoft gon 
already, the phyficians openly predicting the lofs 
*' of both if I undertook this labor ; yet nothing 
terrify'd by their premonition, I did not long 
balance whether any duty fliould be prefe_r*d to 
my eys." And what he really thought of his 
blindncfs, and how he bore it, may be further per- 
teiv*d by this fonnet to his friend Cyriac Skinnsr, 
«ever printed with his other poems. 

Cyriac, this three years day, thefe eys, tho clear 
To outward view of blemifh or of fpot. 
Bereft of fight, their ieeing have forgot. 
Nor to their idle orbs dos day appear. 

Or fun, or moon, or ftar, throout the year ; 
Or man, or woman. Yet I argue not 
Againft heaven's hand, or will, nor bate one jot 
Of heart or hope ; but ftill bear up, and fteer 

Right onward. What fupports me, doit thou alk ? 
The confcience, friend, t'have loft them ovcrply'd 
In liberty's defence, my noble tafk, 

Wherof all Europe rings from fide to fide. 
This thought might lead me thro this world^a vain 

mafky 
Content^ tho blind, had I no other guide. 

MoRUlk 
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MoRUS publifh'd his Fides publica in anfw€r to 
Milton's fecond defence, to which the latter op- 
posed a * Defence of himfelf ; and by original letters, 
6r the like authentic pieces, made good all his 
affertions againft his adverfary : wherupon Moaus, 
vanquifh'd and baffled, quitted the field. Our 
author was now Laiin fecretary to the proted:or 
Oliver Cromwel, who^ he confidetuly bofd^ would 
mploy his trufi and power h extinguifh the numefous 
faSlidns of thefiate^ and to fettle fuxb a perfeS form of 
free government^ wberin nofingU perf&nflsould injoy 
any power above or befide the laws : but he particu* 
larly expeHed his eftablifhing an impartial liberty of 
confcience^ to which he incourages him by thefe linesy 
never printed among bis poems. 

f Cromwel, our chief of men, that thro a croud 
Not of war only, but diftra6Hons rude, 
(Guided by faith and matchlefs fortitude) 
To peace and truth thy glorious way haft plow'd. 
And fought God*s battles, and his work purfu*d. 
While D^rwtfn/ ftreams, with blood oi Scots imbru'd. 
And Dunbar field refound thy praifes loud, 
And fForc'Jlers laureat wreath. Tet much remains 
To conquer fiill ; peace has her viiforieSy 
No lefs than thofe of war. New fifes arife 
threatning to bind our fouls in fecular chains : 
Help us tofavefree confcience from the paw 
Of hireling wolves^ whofe gofpel is their maw. 

He 

• Defenfiopro ft. 

t The title of this fonnet, as it appears ijti Milton's MS. in 
Trinity-College library, is as follows : « To the Lord Ginerd 
** Cromwewl : on the propoials of [certain] minillers at the 

•« Committee 
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He had leifure enough now from his imployment 
in the (late (no adverfary daring to appear any more) 

to 

*« Committee for propagation of the Gofpell, in [May] 1651.'* 
Milton's fervicc under Cromwell has been thought by many 
a great inconfiftency with the zeal which he profefled for liberty ; 
fince it is certain that Cromwell's aflfuming the protester (hip was 
a (hocking ufurpation over the rights and liberties of the nation, 
and rendered him deteftable to almofl all the republican party. But 
upon this head it may be alledged, that the office, which he held 
under the Proteflor, was not received from him, but had been en* 
joy*d by him under the Commonwealth, and was one that related 
to the public, more than to the private intereils of Cromwell, in 
whofe confidence he does not appear to have been, during his whole 
government, there being no trace of his adtivity, in all tae vaft col- 
ledion of fecretary Thurloe's papers. He took the freedom 
like wife to give fome excellent advice to that great man, againfir 
afTuming an exorbitant authority, in his Defenfio fecunda, (<). 152, 
& feqq. edit. 1654.) in the following addrefs to him. 

" You have jultly rejeAed the title of King ; for if ^ou, who, 
^< when a privace perfon, was able to reduce it to nothing, fhould, 
** now you arefo highly advanced, be captivated with it, i,t wouldt 
be exaftly the fame cafe, as if, after having, by the a(riftance 
of the true God, fubdued an idolatrous nation, you (hould wor- 
(hip die deities which you had conquered. Confider often witk 
yourfelf, that your Country has intruded you with her dearefl: 
pledge, that of her Liberty. Regard the great expedations 
conceived of you ; refleft that your Country's hope is intirely 
from you ; regard the countenances and wounds of (o many 
brave men, who, under your condufl, have fought for Li- 
" berty ; 'regard the mams of thofe who have died in battle ; 
'' regard what foreign nations may think and fay of us, and the 
great things which they have promifed themfelves from our 
noble acquifition of Liberty, and our new Commonwealth fo 
glorioudy begun to be eflablifhed, which, if it prove abdrtive, 
will be the greateft infemy to this nation ; laftly, regard your 
own charafter, and never fufFcr that Liberty, for which you have 
pafled through fb many toils and dangers, to be violated by 
yourfelf, or in any meafure leffened by others. You cannot 
be free yourfelf, unlefs we are free ; for fuch is the neceffary 
conftitution of things, that whoever invades the liberty of 
" others, firft of all lofes his own, and will be firft fenfible of 
<• his own being a ilave. But if he, who has been the patron, 
<< and as it were tutelar deity of Liberty, and been eileemed a 
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&} pur^e his Hifi^ry of Britain, and his new Tbt'^ 
faurus' Lmgfue Latin^e : but what cook up moft of 
his time was the epic poem he had fo long de(ign*d, 
and which is flnce printed under the title of Paradife 
Lofij wherof in duQ order. But the next book he 
publi(h*d waS'tf trsalifi^ dedi<Jated to the parlament, * 
^f Civil pow^r, in Euiefiaftical Caufis^ /hewing that it 
is not tawful for any poiver on earth to compel in mat- 
ten of religion^ nobetber fpeeulative or praSical ; or 
in any thing except immorality, or ivbat evidently fub-^ 
verts the foundation of civil fociety : for tobicb reafon 
bejuflly excludes popery from this toleration, for being 
tiotfo much a religion, as a politic failion, wherof the 
members, wherfoever they are, own the pope for their 
fuperior, to the preptdice of the allegiance due to their 
natural fiiverdinsl Bifides^ that they heviar talerdt 
others where ibey have the maftery \ and that their 
doffrin of dijpenfations, or keeping no faith with fueb 
as they count heretics, rendors ^em worfe than atheifis, 
and the declared enemies of all mankind * bejides thqfe 
of tbdr own communion. 

After this he addreft to the parlament Ctkfidera-^ 
tions touching the likelieft Means to remove hirelings out 
of the Church i not that be was againft all fort of 

** man of the greateil fanflity and probity, fhould ufarp over 
*' that liberty which he has defended ; it will be a pernicious and 
'* almoft faul wound, not only to his repatation, but even to 
«* that of virtue and piety in generid. Honefty and virjue will 
" feem to he loft ; religion will have little regard paid to It ; aind 
** repiitadon will eve^ after be of fmall account ; than which no 
'* greater misfortune can befal mankind."^, 

* See, among nnmberlefs hiflories of Maiiacres committed 
by fAapiib, a mofi curions *' hiftory of the evahgslicail ckurches 
'« of the vdlies of Piemont ;'* written by Samuel Moriand, Efa; 
who went Cfommifljoner from O. Crbmwel for thcif relief. It 
was pttbliJbe^.l^lSf in folio. ^ - ; 

H main- 



too rOLAIfD»/LIPE OF 
maintenance for the publie notnillry of itli^on^ 
wtdch he acknowleget due by the \^^ of neaibiH 
AS well as the examples of all ages \ but he proves 
that tithes were inconvenient, and not of divine 
r^tt which was dien ikongly aflerted even by the 
frefijterians and independents. He obferves, that 
two things do mainly corrupt religiont and hinder 
the advancement of truth, force on the one fide re- 
ftraining the profeflbr/i, and hire on the other fide 
corrupting tl^ teachers of it. ** The latter of 
^^ thefe, %8 he, is by much the more dangeroua : 
** for under force, tbo no thanks to the forcers, 
^^ true religion oft times beft thrives and flourilhe«; 
*^ but the corruption of teachers, moft cpmmonl]^ 
*< the effeft of hire, is the very bane of truth in 
'^ them who are fo corrupted." Thero is much 
curious hiftory in this book concerning church re- 
venues, to. which I re&r ih(^ who have not read 
£ither Pavl of bene&:iary matters, nor father 
SiMOH who wTOte after hiin. Speaking of the 
minifters, *' They pretend, fays he, thkt their 
** education, dther It fchool or the univerficy^ has 
^* bin very chargeable, and therfore ought tt> be 
.*' repaired afterwards by a fruiefiil noaimenance: 
^^ wheras it is well known that the better half of 
'^ them (and oft times poor and pitiful boys, of 
no merit or promifing hopes that mi^g^t intitle 
them to the puUic provifion, but their poverty 
^^ and the unjuft favor of fiiends) have had 
the moft of their breeding, both at fchool 
and uttiverfity, by fcholarfliips, exhibitions, 
and fellowfhips, at the public coft, whtdv 
ff mi^t ingage them the rather to ^arc fredy as 

*• they 
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•• ijiiy fifoel^ rcdcivld. ■ Or if they have mtft of 
^ tbefis helps at the latter place, they have after 
** two or three years left the conrie of their ftudies 
*^ there (if they ever well began them) and Odder* 
** taken, tbo furntih'd with little elfe but igbbrancpt 
^' boldnefi, and ambition^ if with no worfe vices^ 
ft chitplamlhtp in ibm gentleman's houfe, to the 
fitquent imbafing of his ions with ilKterat and 
narrow principles. Or if they have Iiv*d there 
• * npon their own^ who knows not that ieven years 
^^ charge of iiviog there, to them who fly not 
*^ from the government of their parents to the 
ficenfe of a-oniverBty, but com fericmfly to (ludy; 
is no more than may be well defrayed and reim- 
bc»rft by one yearns revenue of an ordinary good 
^^behefke ? If they had then means of breeding 
*^ firpm their parents, 'tis likely they have more 
new ; and it they have, it mv& needs heme* 
chaii^ and difingenooos in them to britig a bill 
^^ of charges for thd learning thofe liberal arts and 
^' fciences which they have learnt (if they have iri- 
*^ deed learnt them, as diey feldom have) to their 
*^ own benefit and accompliibment/' Towards 
the conclofion he has thefe woids : ^ I have thus 
^' at large examined the ufual pretences df hirelings, 
** cotor^d over moft commonly with the caufe 6f 
^ learning and univerfities ; as itf* with divines 
^* karningftood and fell, wherin for the moft part 
^^ their pittance is fo fmalU ^d) tt> fpeak freely, 
*^ it were much better there were not one divine in 
^^ the univerGty, nor no fchool divinity known, 
^* the idle ibf^iftry of monksy the canker of re1i« 
«t gioa I and that they who intended to be minif* 

Hi " tcrs. 
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^* tcrs, were train*d up in the church only by; the 
^^ fcripcure, and in the original languages cherof it 
^^ fchool, without fetchii^ the compafs of och€r 
^^ arts and fciences more than what they can well 
*^ learn at. fecondary leifure, and at home. Nei- 
'* ther ipeak I thi$ in contemt of learning, or tHe 
^* nnniftry, but hating the common cheats of both ; 
hating that they who have preach'd out bilhops^ 
prdats, and canonifls, (hould, in what ferves 
their own ends, retain their falfe opinions, their 
pharifaical leven, their avarice, and clofely their 
ambition, their pluralities, their hon refidences, 
their odious fees, and ufe their legal and popiih 
arguments for tithes : That indep&iden$s ihould 
take that name, and feek to ht dependents on the 
^^^magiftrat for their maintenance ; which two 
things, independency and ftatebire in religion, can 
never coniift long or certainly tc^ther. For 
^* magtftrats at one time or other, not like thefe 
at prefent our patrons of Chriftian liberty, wilt 
pay none but fuch whom by their committees of 
examination they find conformable to their in- 
^* tereft and opinions : and hireling will ibon 
^* frame themfelves to that intereft and thofe opi- 
^\ nk>ns which they fee beft pleafing to their pay- 
^' mafters *, and, to feem right themfelves, will 
** force others as to the truth/* After proving the 
Chriftian religion not to .be more difficult than any 
other art or fcience, nay, and that the knowlege 
of it may be much fooner attained ; ** We may 
** conclude, fays he» that if men be not all their 
^* lifetime under a teacher to learn logic, natural 

** philolbphy. 
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^^ philofbphy, ethics, or mathematics, which arc 
more difficult ; that certainly it is not neceflfar/ 
to the attainment of Chriftian knowlege» that 
men fhould fit all their life long at the feet of a 
pulpited divine, while he, a lollard indeed over 
his elbow culhion, in almofi: the feventh part of 
forty or fifty years, teaches them fcarce half the 
principles of religion : and his Iheep oft times 
fit all the while to as little purpofe of benefiting^ 
as the Iheep in their pews at SmUbfield^ and for 
the moft part are by fom fimony or other bought 
*• and fold like them ; or, if this comparifon be 
^^ too low, like thofe women, mentioned by St. 
♦-* Paul, ever learning and never attaining 5 ycC 
** not fo much thro their own fault, as thro the 
** unikilful and immethodical teaching of their 
*^ paftor, preaching here and there at random out 
•* of this or that text, as his eafe or fancy, and 
^' oft times as his health guides him.'* 

CroMWel being dead, Richard deposed, and 
the army having reftor'd the old famous parlanient, 
but almoft as foon diflbhr'd it, Miitoh wrote t 
letter to fom ftatefman, with whom he had % feri* 
ous diicourie about the lamentable confufions of 
that time. It is in a very pathetic ftile, and con- 
tains a true reprefentation of what the foldiers h^d 
don : to whom he tells, that it is fcarce to be ex- 
ampUd^ even among harharians^ that an army duly 
faidjhouldj for no caufe at ally fubdue the fuprema 
power that fit them uf. " This, fays he, other 
^^ nations will judg to the fad dilbonor of that 
^^ army, lately renown'd for the civileft and beft 
'^ order'd in the univerfe, and by ^s here at home 
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•* for the moft confcienrious/* Now, if an af* 
my * dcienriog this charadcr was capable of in- 

flaving 

* Then the ofU win broke out between Chahlka and hit 

people, in which many bloody battles were fought ; two of the 

BK>ft confiderable were thofe of Ne*whiry and N^fehy^ both won 

by new fddiers, the firft by t)^ Lwa^om milkia, wnd theiatter by 

an unexperienced armvy which the king oled to call in denfion 

llfcie New NedeL And fomc years after, the battle of Woretjler 

yiTiA in a great meafinne won by the country mfilitia; for which ^ 

CaoMWEL dafchaiged them with anger and coiitempt» as kaow* 

ing them inftruments unfit to promote his tyrannical defigns. h% 

kfi* by the hxt of the war, die king became a prifener* and the 

Mtfliamem treated wi^ him while in that conditioo ; and at the 

lame time voted that feme part of the army ihoidd be diibanded* 

and others lent to IrtUtni to reduce that kingdom ; upon which 

die anny chofe agitators among them&lves. Who prelbnted a 

^tition to both houles, that they would proceed to fetde dM 

affairs of the kmgdom, and declare that no part of the armjf 

fl^ld be diibanded till that was donf . Bat knaoMt iSiehr petitioii 

fefefited» they it^t and ledzM the k«ig-s perfon mv^ tjie.ptfli&« 

ment's commiffionersi drew up a charge of high treafoo j^gainft 

eleven 'principal members^ itrr endeavouring to dffband the army, 

entred into a private treaty with the king; but he not'comoly* 

sng with their demands they ibized Loudon ; and aotwithftanding 

the paHiament had voted tlie king^s conoefiions a ground for a fo* 

turelettlementy thev refolved to put him to dea£, and in order 

||ie«eto parged the houfe, as thqr called it, that is* flaeed guarda 

npoa them> and exclu<ied all members that were for agreeing 

withthe king ; and then they cutt)fF his head. 

<AAer this they let the parliamein govern for'^Cvts years, who 
made their name famous thro' the y^hole eaf|ilH^con<|^red theiy 
enemies in Englani^ "Scotlandy and Jrelandy reduced the kingdom 
tiP^rttfj^^ their own terms ; recovered om* jejputation at iea ; 
overcame die Duici in kvenl fttmpus batdcp;. fecmdimr tade* 
and managed the public expences with To j|[)i»uc^. frugality^ that 
iio eilaces were gahied by private oien upon hVe^ubfic tnifenes } 
aad at laft were palBog an ad fi>r their oi^ diftlotioiu and 
fetding ditf nadoo in a free and impartial coili m e til wkkh ; of 
which the army being afraid, thought it nec^flary t6 diilbiv^ 
fl^em, and aocordingflv CkOMWEt next day odled twci files of 
aiof^ueteers ^o the hovfe, i|n4 pulled theipnkrr maf ^ 
chair, behaving hindelf like a madmaaj vilifyiag the membeoi 

and c^BUn^tMe^^Oitmifter^ another » drunkita/Vdding the 
' . * r ' ^ feloicri 
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fltving their country, what may bp ex^oSiitd from 
my otlier, as nooft are, of a woric lii^ioritioin I 

I* 

ibIcUexs take away that fool's bauble die mace ; and (o gG(p4 i^ghjE 
to the parlUinent. 

When ^ey had done this aft of violence, die coancil of 
officers fet up a new form of govemment» and ^fj^ a oertain 
l^umber of perfons out of every county and city of ffiglan4ft 
Sc§il4uut, and Irelaml: And thefe they invefted with &e fupreme 
power, but foon after expelled them ; and then Cromwel fet 
up himfelf, and framed a new inlhnment of government, by % 
proceftor and a houle of commons, in piprfuance of which he 
e^led a parlianEient. But they not anfwering i&g expe^tions^ 
he excluded all that would not fubfcribe his inftrument ; an4 
thofe that .remained, not proving for his purpoie neither, he 
diflblved them with a great deal of opprobnoos language. He 
then divided £«^^]if/ into feveril diftrid^ or divilioM, aqd place! 
major generals or intendents over them, who governed like (o 
many Daihaws, deomatii^ the cavaliers, and .raiiing taxes 9f. 
^heir pleafure. Then fortooth he had a mind to mSnt himfelf 
king, and called another parliament to that purpofe, after his 
ufual manner feduding fuck members as he did cot like. Tp 
this aflembly he offered another inftrument of government, 
which was by a reprefentative of the people, a fecop'd houfe com- 
pofed of (eventy members in the nature of a houie of lords, and fi 
£ng]e perfon ; and left a blank for what name he ihould be called, 
which this worthy afTembly filled up with that of king, addrefled 
:to Ceomwel that he would be pleas'd to accept xt,\and gave 
him power to nominate the members of the other houfe. This 
^the great officers of the army reiented, for it deftroyed all jjieir 
hopes of being tyrants in their turn, and therefore addreifed the 
j^lianlent againft the power and government of a king» which 
made Cromwel dedine that fide, and cqnt^t himfdf with.a 
greater power under the name of proteftqr. Afterwards he 
nam'd the other houfe, as. it was called, .for the mpft part out of 
*the officers of the armyj but even this parliament not pleafing 
him, he dilTblved them In a fury, and governed the nation with* 
oat any parliament at all till he died. 

A^er his death the army fet up his fon RicHAitn, who called 
a new parliament ; but their proceedings being not agreeable to 
dieliiunour of the foldienr, they forced ti^e protestor .to diflblve 
them ; then they depofed him, and took the power into their 
own hands ; but being unable to wield it, Uiey reHored die 
fommonweat^i and foon after expelled them again, becaofe 

H+ they 
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In this letter he delivers the model of a common* 
Wealth ; not fuch as he thought the beft, . but what 
might be readieft fettled at that time to prevent the 
reftitution of kingihip and domeftic diforders, till 
a more favorable fcafon, or better difpofitions for 
erefting a ptrfed democracy. This and another 
fmall piece to the fame purpofe, addreft I fuppofcr 
to Monk, were communicated to me by a worthy 
friend, who a little: after the author's death, had 
them from his nephew j and I imparted them to the 
publilhers of the new edition of bis works in 
folio. 

His laft piece before the reftoration of the royal 
family, except the bruf notes he pubtifht on Dr. 

they would not fettle the military fword independent of the 
civil ;, then they governed the nation by a council of war at 
IVaUingfirii Yiow^ and chofe a committee of fafety for the execu- 
tive part of the goyernment ; but that whim lafled but a little 
time before they chofe conferviators of liberty ; and that not do- 
ing neither, they agreed that every regiment Ihould chopfe twD 
reprefentatives, and this worthy council fhould fettle the' nation ; 
when they met, fometimes they were for calling a new parlia*' 
inenty fometimes for refloring the old^ which w$is at lad done* 
By this means all things fell into confufion ; which gave Monk 
an opportunity of marching into England^ where he a^ed hit 
part fo dextroufly, that he reftored the king with part of that 
army which had cut off his father's head. 

This is a true and lively example of a government with ill 
army \ an army that was raifed in the caufe> and for the /akf of 
liberty; compof^ for the mofl part of men of religion and 
fobdcty. If this army could commit fuch violences upon a pa|w 
liameat always fuccefsful, that had acquired (b jnuch reputation < 
toth at home and abroad, at a time when the whole people 
were trained in arms, and the pulfe of the n^ion beat high for 
liberty \ what are we to expefl if in a future age an ambitipos 
prince ihould ariie with a di/ToIute and debauched army» a sal* 
fering clergy, a proftitute miniflry, a bankrupt hbufe of 1— ds, 
penfioner houfe of c— ns| and a flaviih and corrupted nation ? 
J^reftcharft Hiftoiy of Standing-Armies in EMgUmd. 
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GRirriTH's fcrmon, was inticard. The ready amk 
iofy way to efiablijb a fret commonwealth^ and the ex- 
ceUenci tberof tompan^i with the inconveniences and 
dangers of readmitting kingftnf in this nation *• This 
book appeared in fixty, when he perceived that 
noxious humor of returning to bondage, as he 
calls it^ to prevail, which was inftiPd by fom de- 
ceivers, and nourifht by the bad principles or falfe 
apprehenfions of the people. *' If their abfolute 
" determination be to enthral us, fays he ; before 
^^ fo long a Lent of ienritude, they may permit us 
^V a litde (hroving time firft, wherin to fpeak freely 
'* ^nd take our leaves of liberty/* 'He indcavors 
jta fet before the eys of the nation the folly and un- 
j'eafdnablenefs of all they had fo valiantly don for 
feveral years, if they at laft readmitted kin^fhip ; 
that they would be the fhame of all frde countrys, 
and the laughingftock of all monarchies. -^ Where 
^^^ is this goodly tower of a comlmonwealth, will 
** foreners fay, which the Englijh boaded they 
^^ would build to overlhadow king<t, and be ano- 
*• tber Rome in the weft ? The foundation indeed 
*^ they laid gallantly, but fell into ^ worfe confti- 
^^ don, not of tongues but of fadlions, t^an thole 
' ^' * at the tower of Babel^ and have left no n^emorial 
** of their work behind them remaining, but in 
*^ the common laughter of Europe. Which muft 
** needs redound the more to our (hame, if we 
^ but look on our neighbors the United Provinces^ 
^\ to us inferior in all outward advantages y who 
^* notwithftanding) in the midft of greater diffi- 

* There were two editions of this book, and Tqland's quo- 
ttAw^ 9K from the firft. 
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^^ cukiei, CQuragknifly^ wiliely, cofiftantijr, went 
^^ thro m^kh the fiieae work, aod arp iexdeci in all 
^' chchai^ipjoytiientddf ap^iencand flouriifaing 
*^ irpuHic tP this day. Befides this, if we i«tura 
*^ to kingO^ip, and foon repent (as widoubcedly 
^> we ihall when we find the old locroaciMnents 
*' cpimng by little and little upon our cotifpienctt, 
wiuch maft neceflaiily pracede fffom king and 
bifliop linked tnieparaUy in one iotereft) we 
maybe.fwcM perhaps lorfight over agira dl 
that we have fought.— «-»A Ifise cwanmDwealeh 
^^ was not only beM by wifeijk men in tii ages, the 
^' nebleft^ the maoliefi; the equalkft, the jtifteft 
gp^unrmMf the noQft agrcablf to <kie liber^^ 
and prc^rtion'd equality, both boisan, dviJ, and 
CMAw^ HQloii cherilhing to virtue and true re* 
ligion, bat alfo plainly comnlepdcd, or rather 
injoin^d by our Savior himfelf to all Chriftiana, 
^^ not liiltiout a remarkable difiillowance, and the 
^' brand of gentilifm upon kingfliip. God in fi»ich 
^^ diipleafure gave a king to t\^ JfraeUies^ and im- 
^^ puced it a fin to them ihi^ thejr fought one r but 
V Chjiist apparently forbids his difciples to admit 
>' of mj fuch heatheniib governmeaL TJhi kU^s 
^* $f thi 'GemiJs^ fays hh e^f^mft krifidf wer 
^^ thtvh ^«^ thty ib^S ^xerdji dufbmiy Mfm tbm 
^^ mrt t$fi h€t^^$rs : but J^Jbdl mtd$fB^ but 
/^ ii tb0i is grtatsft ^mmig ym^ kt bm he as the 
^^ youngtr^ Md be tbat is Aiif^ as be tbatfirvts. 
*^ The occai^ of theie words was the aipbioious 
^ defire ^ 7i^n^^K two femsto be^exalted above 
^* their brethren in the kingdom, which they 
thought was to be e'er long upon eaQth. Th^t 

** he 
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* he fpeaks of dvil gorrernment is mani^ by the 
^^ former part of the comparilbn) which infers th(C 
^^ other part to be always of the fame kind. And 
^* what government corns nearer to diis precept of 
^ Christ, dian a free commopweclth ? Wheriii 
^ they who iort greateft are perpetual fenrants and 
^ drudges to the public at their own coft and 
^ diarges, neglo£lihg their own affairs, yet aretiot 
^ elevated above their brethren, Hv^e fobedy in their 
^ families, walk the ftreecs as other men, may be 

ipoken to freely, familiarly, without adoration. 

Wheras a king muft be ador'd like a demigod,' 
^' with a <itfiblute and haughty couit about him^ 
^^ cf vaft expence and luxury, mafks and revels^* 
^^ to the debauching of our {)rime gentry both 
*' fliak and female, not ki their paAimes only, but 
*^ in earneft by the looie imployments of court 
*^ ^vlce, ii4ifch will foe then thought IxHiorable. 
*^ There will foe a queen of no Ids chiirg6 ; in 
^^ moft likelihood outjandifli and a papift, foefides 
** a queenmother fudi already^ together witli both 
^^ their courts ;aiid numerous train. Then a roysl 
^ iffue, and e"^ bng feverally their fum&uous 
^* courts, to the raultiplyif% of a fervil crew, not 
*^ of firvants only, but <k nobility and gentiy brad 
•♦ up ^en, tiot to the liopes ^f pubFic, but of 
f^ ^ooort offices \ to be flewards, cfbatnhedains; 

uihers, grooms, even of the clofeftool : and (he 

lower their minds are debas'd with court iOfi^ 
*^ idons contrary to all virtue and ivfermatiofl, i4ic 
^ haughtier wOl be their pride and profufenefs^ 
*^ As to the burden of oepence, we IhaU horn 
•* tooirit to t)ur coft 5 for any good ro tis, de- 
ferring 
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*• ferving to be term'd no better than the vaft and 
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^ laviih price of our fubjedbion and their de- 
•* baucbery, which we are now fo greedily cheapcn- 
^^ ing, and would fo fain be paying moft inconfi- 
•* deratly to a fingle perfon, who, for any thing 
•* wherin the public really needs him, will have 
^^ little elfe to do but to beftow the eating and 
*^ drinking of excefllvie dainties, to fet a pompous 
*' face upon the fuperficial a&ings of the ftate, to 
pageant himfelf up and down in progrefs among 
the perpetual bowings and cringings of an ab- 
jeA people, on either fide deifying and adoring 
him for nothing don thslt can defcrve it." In 
this book he delivers the model of a common-^ 
wealth, well futed perhaps to the circumftances of 
that time, but inferior, in all refpeds, to Harring- 
ton's Oceanaj which for tht fraSiicabknefs^ equa^ 
tity^ and ctmpleUnefs af iiy si the tf^fi f^feSform of 
Juch a government that ever was deUneAted fy^my an-- 
ti^a or modem pen, o . . 

And now, the king being ready to land, our 
author was difchargM from his ofike of Latin fecre- 
jary, and obliged for the fafety 6f his. perfon. to 
leave his houfe near St. James'^ park> where for 
eight years before 'he was vijted * by all foreners of 
note^ by feveral perfons of quality ^^ and by the ingenious 
of every perfuajion or p^rty: Andrew MARVJEti 

* The late Reverend Mr. Th6ma,s, Bradbury, an eminei^ 
di^Miting minifter, iiied to fay, that Jbr. WitirE, ^ho had t>eeii 
Chaplain to OLiysa (^a^Mwpi., ami whom, he pedoaaHy, 
l:new, had often told him, <* That Milton was allowed bf tte 
^Parliament a weekly table for the entertainment of foreign 
minifters, and Mrfops of learning, fiub efpitislly m c^mefi^m Pro^ 
t^ontJlottSf which allowance was alfo condpaed by Caomwbl* 

wba 



i»b0 hy bts parts and pfoHty made btmfdf fi nmcb 
known finct ihat tiim in England, u^i to fre^tnt 
him the eftmeft of any body \ and whether it was htf 
or Milton (for both are nacn'd for it) that madd 
the verfcs fcnt with Cromwel'^ picture to the queen 
of Sweden^ I am uncertain : but whoever was the 

r 

author, they defervt a room in this place* 

Cromwel fpeaks: 

BelUpotens virgo^ feptem regina trionum 

Chrijiina^ ar£ki luctda ftella poJi ; 
^ Cfrnis quas merui durafub cajjide rugas^ 

Utquefenex armis imptger ora tero : 
Jnviafatorum dumper v0igia nit^r^ 

Exequor &? popuU fortia jujfa mam. 
4fi tibi fubmittii frcntem reverentiar umbra^ 

Necfunt hi vultus regibus ufque truces. 

EngBfii^d. 

Bright martial maid, queen of the frozen zone^ 
The northern pole fupports thy ihining throne j 
Behold what furrows age and fteel can plow. 
The helmet's weight opprefl: this wrinkled brow« 
Thro fiate's untrodden paths I move, my hands 
Still' aft my freeborn peoples bold commands: 
Yet this ftern fhade to you fubmits his frowns. 
Nor are thefe looks always fevere to crowns* 

• From the year 52 to that of 60 he correiponded 
much with learned foreners, as appears by his let- 
ters toMiLLius, Oldenburg, Heimbachius, t)s 
Brass, Leo ab Aizema, and Emeric Bioot. 

His 
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His admirer Lsokardus PHrtAft as comilig upMi 
Ibm occafioAS to Ixmd^ went lafee Mii»TO>y» who* 
cho he could 0OC fee him again, was extremely 
pleas'd with his converfation. He afterwards .ac« 
quaioted Miltok by a letter, that there was 4 
phySciaa who performed wonders on blind peoplo 
at Paris J and reqoefts him to fend in writing the 
ftate and progrefs of his diftemper, which to gra- 
tify his friend our author perform'd, yet without 
expreffing any hopes of a cure. Ctriac Skinner 
was one of his conftant vifitors, which honor he 
not feldom received alfe from the pious and virtu- 
ous lady Ranelagh, whofe fon, the prefent earl 
of R AN E LACK, he inftfufted for Ibm time, and 
fent him feveral letters of advice during hit travels 
abroad ; but in one direded to hhn at the univer* 
Cty, he ufcs thefe words : •• As for what you write 
'^ to me, that you are fo much pleased with Oxford^ 
^* you cannot perfuade me the more that you re- 
*• cciv'd any improvement there, or art becom a 
** bit the wifer, unlefs you ihiw me fom other rea- 
" fons for it. Thofc vidories of princes which 
*^ you extol, and fuch other things, wherin force 
*' has the greateft fhare, I would not have you too 
^^ much admire, elpecially now being a hearer of 
^^ phtlofof^rs : where's the wonder if ia the coun- 
•* try of rams there grow ftrong horns, which arc 
'* able to batter towns and cities with fuch Vio- 
*^ lence i But learn thou from thy childhood to 
** difeem and judg of great examples, not from 
^* violence and force, but by jufticc and tern- 



•• perance.^ 



Btfx^ 



JOlf NMILTON.T III 

IfvT, «f^ I laid bp^c^ jbp waa siow obliged c^ 
abfcond *ih1I 'tI^:i(A i(»f oblivioo if^ publi^'^^ 

wberin 



• ** By the King. A l^rbclicmation for calling ft, and fiip- 
^ preffing of two books written by John Mihon ; the one in- 
'* til!aled, Johannis MiUoni, 4ngU^ pro Pcfttk Ati/Ucstu itfinfis^ 
** contra Clatufii Anonym, atiks S^dinafH Vefinfiomtn Riff am $ ana 
" the other in anfwer to a Book intituled, Ibe PourtfMSufe of 
*• hU /acred Mc^efiy in hh/olitudt andfufferings* And alfo a third 
" bodk intituled, Tht Olfiruaors of Juftiny written by T*^ 
« Goodnuin. Charles R. Vfhercas John Milton, late or ft^ef^ 
** punfler, in the county of MiJdU/eXy nath publiihed in print twcr 
*1 feveral books : The one intituled, Jobannis Miltom^ A^gU^ 
*' fro fopuio jfngHcano de/enfiOf contra Claudii Anottpnif aJias 
** Salmafii^ definfionem regiam. And the Other in aniwer to a 
•* book intituled, fbc PourtraiSwe of bis fitcredMi^e/h in Us 
^' folitude and fyjltrings. In both which are contained fandrr 
*^ treafonable paiTages againit ut and our government, and mda, 
** impious endeavours to juilifie the horrid and unmatchabfe 
** murther of our late Dear Father, of glorious meaaory. And 
'* whereas John Goodwin^ late of Coleman-Strut^ London^ derk, 
** hath alfo publifhed in print, a book intitled, Tbi OhfiruQors of 
" J'fft*^^ written in deftnce [Thefc however ftrange, are the vciy 
words! ** of his faid late Majefty. And whereas the {xAyobm 
*' Milton and John Good^win, zxc both fled, or (o obftore taenia 
felves, that no endeavours ufed for their apprehenfion can 
uke effefl, wliereby they might be brought to legal tryal, 
and defervedly receive coiidine punifhinent for their treafoai 
and offences. Now to the end that Our ]|ood fubjedf may 
** not be corrupted in tneir judgments, with fucfa wicked and 
*' traiterous principles, as are difperfed and fcafcered through^ 
" out the beforementioned books, We, upon thtf motion of the 
** Commons in Parliament now aJTembled, doe hereby ftreightly 
** charge and command, all and every perfon and perfons wfaact- 
*^ foever, who live in any city, Burrough, or Town incorporate, 
*^ within this our Kingdom of England, the Dominion of MW», 
** and Town of Berwick upon T'tveed, in whole, hands atty of 
•< thofe books are, cw hdretfffer &all be, that they, iipoil pain of 
*' our high difpleafure, and the confequeiice thereof, do ibrth- 
** with, upon publication of this our comiaand, or withiiv ten 
^ days ifamediately fbllowiag^ deliver, or caufe the fiune to be 
<« delivered to the Kfayor, Bayli^ ot other chief Officer or 
** Magiftrate, in any of tte fatd Cities, Bilrrotighs, or Towns in* 
^ corpotei^ w&ere fit€h perfoa or peribns to live; ot» if living 
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irheiin he aiid Johm Gooowik (the great fprei^er 
tii Anmmamfin^ and who in writing alfo juftify^d 

the 

•* out of any Cityt Burroogh, or Town incorporate^ then to 
*' the next JaUke of Peace adjoynine to his or uieir dwelling or 
*' place of abode ; or if living in either of our Univerfities, then 
•• to the Vice-Chancellor of fliat Univerfity where he or they dp 
•* reiide. And in default of fach voluntaiy delivery, which we 
** do expe£t in obfervance of our (aid command, that then and 
** after tne time before limited expired, the faid chief magiflratt 
** of all and every the faid Cities* Burroughs, or Towns incor- 
,** porate, The Juflices of the peace in their feveral counties, 
•• and the Vicc-Chancellors of our faid univerfities refpedlively, 
** are hereby commanded to feize and take, all and every die 
*' books aibrefaid, in whofe hahds or poflefTion foever they (hall 
'* be found* and certifie the names of the offenders unco our 
'* privy council. And we do hereby alfo give fpecial charge 
** and commrand to the faid chief Magiitrates, Juftices of the 
•* Peace, and Vice-Chapcellors refpeftively, that they caufe the 
^' (aid books, which ihall be io brought unto any of their hand^, 
*' or fexzed or taken as aforefaid» by vertue of this our proclama- 
• ^*^ tion, to be delivered to the refpeftive Sheriffs of thofe Counties 
>* where they refpe£lively live, the firft and next Aflis^es that 
*' ihall after nappen. And the faid Sherives are hereby alfo re- 
<* quired, in time of holding fuch Affizes, to caufe the fame to 
*^ be publickly burnt by the hand of the common haneman. 
** And we do further ftreightly charge and command, mat no 
** man hereafter prefume to print, vend, fell, or difperfe any 
** the aforefaid bpoks, upon pain of our heavy difpleafure, and 
of fuch further punifhment, as for their prefumption in that 
behalf, may any way be inflicted upon them by the laws of 
this realm. Given at our Court at ft^biuball the 1 5th day of 
^^ AuguJI, in Ihe twelfth year of oar reign i6.'?o.** Copied ver- 
batim n-om the original.— The title of Goodwin's book is. 
The obftra£lours of Juflice, or a defence of the honourable 
fbntence paffed upon the late King, by the High Court of 
Juftice.*' London printed 1 649, in qunrto. 

By die advice of (bme, who wiflted him well, and were con- 
cerned for his prefervation, he fled for (helter to a friend's 
houfe in Bartholomew cloie, near Wefl Smithfield, where he lay 
cohcealed till die worft of the ftorm was over. The firft notice 
that we iind taken of him was on Saturday Jone 16; 1660, when 
k was ordered by the Houfe of Oo^nmons, that his Majefty 
Ihould be humbly moved to iffiie his prodamatiim far the c^lliiig 
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the deatb of Charles the firft) were only excepted 
from bearing: any office in tbenatiool . Our author 

had 

in of Milton's nvo books, his Defence of the People, and 
Iconoclsdles, and' alfo Goodwin's book intitled " The ObHruc* 
** tours of Jailicey" written m:j unification of the murder of the. 
late King, and to order them to be burnt by the hands of the 
common hangman. At the fame time it was ordered, that the 
Attorney General fhould procede by way of indidment or in* 
formation againft Milton and Goodwin In refpeA of their books, 
and ^at they themfelves fhould be fent for in cuilody of the fer* 
jeant at arms attending the Houfe. On Wednefday June 27, an 
order of Council was made agreable to the Order of the Houfe of. 
Commons for a proclamation agatnft Milton's and Goodwin's 
books; and the proclamation was iifued Att?uft m folio winff» 
wherein it was faid, that the authors had fied or did abfcond. 
And on Munday Auguft 27, Milton's and Goodwin's books 
were burnt according to the proclamation at the Old Baily by the 
hands of the common hangman. Wednefday Auguft 20, the 
a£t of indemnity was pafTed, which proved more favoraole to 
Milton than could well have been ^pe6led ; for though John 
Goodwin, clerk, was excepted among the twenty perfons, who 
were to have penalties infli^ed upon tnem, not extending to life* 
yet Milton was not excepted at all, and con(equently was in* 
eluded in the general pardon. We find indeed, that afterwards 
he was in cuflody of the ferjeant at arms ; but the time, when 
he was taken into cuilody, is not certain. He was not in cuflody 
September 1 2^ for that day a lift of the prifoners in cuflody of 
the ferjeant at arms was read in the Houfe, and Milton^s name is 
not in it ; and September 1 3 the Houfe adjourned to Nov. 6. 
It is mofl probable therefore, that after the &6i of indemnity was 
paifed, and after the Houfe had adjourned, he came out of his 
concealment, and was afterwards taken into cufk>dy of the fer- 
jeani at arms iy virtue of the former order of the Houfe of 
Commons. But we cannot find that he was profecuted by the 
Attorney General, nor was he continued in cuilody very long ; 
for Saturday December 15, 1660, it was ordered by the Houfe 
of Commons '* that Mr. Milton» now in cuflody of the ferjeanc 
** at arms attending this Houfe, be forthwith releafed, paying his 
** fees ;" and on Monday December 17 a complaint being made 
'!* that the ferjeant at arms had demanded exceflive fees tor the 
'* Joipriibttment of Mr. Milton," it was ordered, *' That it be 
** feK»'rcd to the Committee for privileges and eledUons to 
^ exasiinc this bufinefsi and to call Mr. Milton and the ferjeat»t 
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had many good friends to intercede for imtA * \>e& 
in the privy cauncil and in the houfe of comihons ; 
nop was Charles the fecond fuch an enemy to the 
mufes as to require his deftru£tion, th fm are of 
tpinim that he was more cblig^d lo thai princess forget' 
fulnefs than to bis clemency f • 

As 

*< before them, and to determine wbat is fit to be given to the^ 
** feijeant for his fees in this cafe ;" /o tourageeut wmj ht at aU 
times in difenfe of liberty agmMft all the encroachments ofpB^iver^ and 
iifCLugb a frifoner^ tuould yet be treated like a freebem Engbjbmasi, 
This appears to be the mattet of fadi as it aiay be colleded 
partly from the joornals of the Houfe of Commoasy and partly 
mm Kennet's Hiftorical RegiRer. Newton's Life of Milton. 

• It is certain, there was not wanting powcrfull intercejSioa 
for him both in Council and in Parliament. It is faid, that 
Secretary Morrice and Sir Thomas Clarges greatly favored 
Jiim, and exerted their interell in his behalf; and bis old friend 
Andrew Marvel;., member of Parliament for Hull^ formed 
k conjiderahle party for bitA in the Houfe of Commons. Eat the 
principal inftrument in obtaining Milton's pardon was Sir Wil- 
liam Davenant, out of gratitude for Milton having procured his 
releafe, when he was taken prifoner in 1660. It Was life for 
life. Davenant had been faved by Milton's intereft, and in re- 
turn Milton was fav^d at Davenant's interceffion. This flory 
Mi*. Richardfon relates upon the authority of Mr. Pope ; and 
Mr. Pope had it from Betterton the famous af^or, who was firft 
brought upon the flage and patronifed by Sir Williani Davenant, 
and might therefore derive the knowledge of this tranfadlion 
from the fountain. Newton's Life of Milton. 

t ** That the King ^very day took lefs care of his afikirs, and 
«' affe^ed tbofe pieafures fmft^ nuhicb made him a'verfefromibt oihtr 3 
*^ That Ke fpent moft of his time widi con^dent yoang men, tubt 
** abhorred all difcourfe that «was ferioust amdy in the liberty they 
" aiTomed in drollery and raillery, prefervedm nvertna t^/vuardt 
** God or man, but laughed at allfober mm^ and e'veu ai Reiigion 
** itfelf; and that the Cuftom of this licenfe, that did yet 6nl)r 
*' make the King merry for the prefent» by degte^s Would 
'< grow accepiflA>le to him; and that tkefe men woaM b;^ 
^ degrees have tke prefumption {ivhidi yet they had aot; 
*^ nor would he in truth dien fufier it) r» enter into his bafiaefs; 
** attd by admimfiring to thoft txctj/is to ^bicb bis HeUitr$ mUCatfiii- 
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As (bcMi as his pardon waV fiaft the feals, he ap r 
.peaF^d agaib* s^rtd marry'd his third wife Eli^a- 
BBTi), the daughter of Mr. Minshal of Chejhirey 
recommended to hinj by his fViend Dr. Paget. 
|Jo had OQ fjhjidrert % this lift Wife, nor any 
jiviag by jiis fecond } but of his three daughters 
by the firft, h© made tw^ very ferviceable to him- 
^f, and, in fo doing, to %\\t reft of the world. 
For tho many lent their fons to read for him, and 
feveral grown peribns wtre ambitious of obliging 
him that \^v for their own improvement 5 yet he 
caught tiieie young women tp read and pronounce 
wich great 'cx^ftnef^ thj; Englifo^ Italian^ Spant/h^ 
fff^encb^ HiireWf Gret^j aad Laiin languages. So that 
:krhal^vier book he had ocdafion to uie, one of 'em 

im, tho fl^her of 'em 
imdciftooid a word of jhofe writings, except Englijh 
tbeir tnotber toiigue. This drudgery cbuH' not 
but Pender tJtem in time very uneaiy 5 and accord- 
ingly when he underllood their murmurs, he 
dilpens'd with their duty in this cafe, jjnd . fent 
them out to learn otlier things ijxore beggming 
tbjeir ^x aad qoi\diiCion. 

What injploy'd Ik good part of h;s thpughtjB 
for many y^ars befpre, and was ^ firft only de- 
fign^d t9 be a tragedy, I mean bis incomparable 
epic poem, intituled l?aradife Loji^ he now had 
fuHicient leiiure to pro&qute and finifii. It is a 
great wonder th(ff t^is piece Jhould ever be brought to 

" tution moft inclined him^ tjcould not only fias^erfififyfimtai^ho/e in- 
•* clinationSf hut intermeddle and obftruSl his moft ^weighty counjels,** 
Continuation of the Life of Edward £arl of Clarendon^ 
otlavo edit. vol. 2. p. 85. 
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firfiMion^ canfidering the many interruf turns that oi^ 
firuSed it. fSs youth was /pent in fitutft travelUt^^ 
§nd nligious cetUravtrfy \ bis manbccd was implofd in 
affairs of fiate^ or tboft of bis family ; atnl in bis lat* 
tef^years^ to fpeak notbing of a decayis^ fancy ^ nor of 
bis perfonal troubles ^^ be was by reafon of bis bUnd^ 
nefs obliged to write by wbatfoever band came nexty ten^ 
or twenty^ or tbirty verfes at a time ; and confequentfy 
nuifi trufi ibe judgment of otbers at leafifor tbepoita* 
ing and ortbograpby. But another difficulty that 
ftopt its paflage to the world was very fingular : 
for his vein never happily flow'd but from the au* 
tumnal to the vernal equinox, as his nephew 
Edward Philips affirms, who (ays he was told 
this particular by Milton himfelf ; and yet I 
fancy he might be miftaken as to the time, becauie 
our author, in hb Latin elegy on the approach of 
the fpring, feems to fay juft the contrary; as if he 
could not make any ver&s to his fatisfaftion till 
the Ipring begun, according to thefe lines, 

* Mr. Richardibn in his notes on Milton fays. That Mr. 
Walker of the Temple, a Relation of Milton's, told Dr. Tan- 
cred Robinibn, <' fAai Mib^ wot im ferpetmal ttrrmr if hting 
*< m^jiB^ffmrnttd^' tfaouffh he hdd e&aped the talons of the law/' 
This terror of aflaCnation feems fbongly alluded to, but with 
Milton's accuftomed magnanimity^ in the fellowine lines of the 
ieventh book of Paradife loft, which it is furprilng that the 
licenfer did admit. 

•— I fing with mortal voice, onchan£d 
To b9art4 «r mir/#, though fall'n Mr rmitPfiSf 
On evil dayes though niirn, and evil tongues ; 
In darknefs and with o angers compact round^ 
Aid folitude.-^-^ 
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Fallor ?Ant^ nobis redeunt in carmina vires ^ 
Ingeniumque nUbl munere veris adeji ? 

Mumre veris adeji^ iterumgue vigefcit ah illo^ 
(^is putet ?) atque ali^uodjamfibi fpfdt opus. 

A more judicious friend of his informs me, that 
he could never compofe well but in the fpring and 
aututain : And let it be which way you will, it 
follows that this piece was cpmpos'd in half the 
time he was thought to be about it. As to the 
choice of his fubjedt, or the particulars of his 
ftory, I ihall fay nothbg in defence of them 
againft thofe people who brand *em with hereiy 
and impiety : for to incur the difpleafure of cer- 
tain ignorant and. fupercilious critics, argues fiipe 
thinking, accurat writing, and a generous pro- 
feffion of truth. Tm fure if Hbsiod, or fuch 
other fabulous authors in the rude ages of the 
world, had given fo intelligible, coherent, and de- 
lightful an account of the creation of the univerfe 
and the origin of mankind, their fyftem had paft 
for divine inipiration \ and the unbelievers of it 
would appear to be fo few, that any of *em might 
well be fliewn for a monfter, rather thim be thought 
worthy of punilhment or confutation. As to the 
regularity of the poem, I never knew it queftion*d 
by any but fuch as would build themietvts a repu«^ 
ution on the flaws and miftakes they difcover in 
other mens labours, without producing any thing 
better or equal of their own. But the unparalleled 
fublimity and force of the expreflion, with the 
delicacy of his thoughts, and the copioufnef^ of 
his invention^ are U(ianimoufly own'd by all ranks 

I 3 of 
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of writers. He has inconteftably exceded the 
fecundity df HomeI^, t<rhofc two ^beBs he could 
aJiPfioft repeat without book : nor did he com much 
fhort of the coiteftnefs of Virgil j which is 
affirm'd by one wkofe judgment in litis province 
will be acknowIeg*d by livery mati 'thdt is not 
vTillingto expofe the defe£l of his Qwn». I. mean 
the famous John DRyi>£N) the \:^fi &tgfijh poet 
alive,, the prefent glory of our ftage^ and (he fil6« 
del of the fame to future ages ; for he (having 
abfolately mafter*d thefe jthree orighial^^by framing 
a tragedy out of Para^ifi Lofii n^atciAg <Hei charmi 
of Virgil s^pear in the Ef^lijb tongue^ wfd ftudy- 
iiig HoM£R for the fame purpofe) pupi^oiincet hts 
judgment in f/ivor of Milton by-this-incoo^affft,- 
bie ^nd.cnyy'd epigram ** ... 

Ti^reepbets in three ^iftint ages t)orn, . 
Greece^ Ttafy^ ind England did adorn ': . * 

^* Mr. F-ichafjllbn -^ya, tfiat Sif Gepj^C' Htlnccrfij^d, . an. 
ancient rnemBer of parliament* told him, that Sifjohn Denham 
came into the houfc Ane- iliornJn^ With a fhect of ^arkdifc loft 
ivet froin (tht prefs in hb. Ixhyid; . lud bein!^ ailosd tHtat tie liad 
tliere, faid, " th^t Be had f^rt.,Qf the mbkfi foe» tbdievornuat^ 
** ivri'tiih' ih a^y^faAgudge oriA any age, Ijo.wevcr ft is certain, 

thartkerbddk was trmdnc^wft i31 ab^ut tU^ yi^ars bftei*, wbien the 
Harl of Dorfet produced u^. as Mr. Richafdfi>ii,wfis^ iafqraaiesi'by^ 
]Sr, Tahcred Robinfdn.*t}ie;.pliyficikn, wHb had ieard the ftorjr 
ofleh'ffofe IPTeictwood flhtrphard hhnfeff, ^h^k E&t, te'CoA-' 
{^fiy-wi^ T^r, Shephardj^ine sbott feeiboklilnrLkttb^i* 
tain, accidentally^ met with Paraotfe loft » and being .farjuifc^at^ 
fome i^aflHges in dipping*hfefe and'thA^, Ke Bought itl The 
hoolci^^tt ^^grged lai loidfhi^ilsb' fyUk ih -its kvtti ht^e Mktik 
it, ^r Ae ynpreiTion jay w hi^;]^a4i|f a*, y^^ fws^^ \ The SSkrk 
haVrng read it, fent K.tt) Drydcn, who in a fl^rt-time returned 
ii^ii3> this ysm, •« Uh wb/Kmj ut itll ok,''un'd\tbt anaehU 

tan ** • * t ' .\ " , t . • . ' •• 
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The firft in lofcinefs of thought fuqjaft ; 
^hc next in ♦ majefty % in both the laft. 
The force of nature could no further go : 
To make a third, Ihe joinM the former two. 

The firft edition of Paraiife Lofi was puUifli'd in 
the year 1666 -^^ in ten books ; but aft^^ards, 
amended and inlarg'd by bimdelf, it was difpos'd 
according to his direftion into twelve books, as it 
is read at prefent. I muft not forget that we had 
like to be eternally depriv'd of ibis treafure by the 
ignoranpe or malice of d« licenfer ; who, among 
other frivx)lous exceptions, would needs fupprefs 
the whole poem for imaginary treafon in the fol- 
lowing lines* 

— *i^ .when the fun new ris'n 
Looks thro the horizontal mifty air * . . 

Shorn of his beams, >Qr from behind the jaioon 
In dim eclipfe, dif^rous tw;ilight iheds- 
On half the nations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes monarchs. 

Milton^ tak^g an occafion from 5^/^»V dfcending 
out of infernal d^rknefs towards the light of tt^ 
world then newly created, .perpetuats the hiftory of 
his own^lindnefs in this aamirable paflage* 






♦ Jn^gpbn^nty fays Pope^ , 

t M»mft^8contra{ls^'dihtt'bookieUery Samocfl^t^ tat 

the copy,fi»Q»r8:()a^e.A^dli79 if667» Jh.Mrlmfc Mtlta^-liie (pld 
his copy.&r no ioo^e th^ five fpiw^s, bpt W9s to receive i^re 
podnds nfere aftej; the fale of \ 300 of the ^rft iiiy>rcyfii9n» .apd 
the number of .each impv^ffion sot to txcede 1500. T4^<in- 
ginal contraa IS ia|y|^ hands (ff M«£T^fn, bookM^» in 
die Strand, London/ 

I 4 Hail, 
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Hail, holy light 5 ofspring of heaven firftbornt 
Or of th'etcrnal cocternal beam, 
May I exprefs thee unblam^d ? Since God is light. 
And never but in unapproached light 
Dwelt from eternity, dwelt then in thee 
Bright effluence of bright eflencc increatc. 
©r hearft thou rather pure ethereal ftream, 
Whofe fountain who ftiall tell ? Before the fun. 
Before the heavens thou wert ; and at the voice 
Of God, as with a mantle, didll; inveft 
The rifing world of waters dark and deep. 
Won from the void and formlefs infinite. 
Thee I revtfit now with bolder wing, 
Efcap'd the Stygian pool, tho long detained 
In that obfcure fojpurn ; While in my flight 
(Thro utter and Aro middle darkndTs bom) " 
I fung of chaos and eternal night. 
Taught by the heavenly mdfc to venture down 
The dark defcent, and up to reafcend 
Tho liard and rare. Thee I'revilit fafe. 
And feel thy fovrain vital lamp ; but thou 
. Hevifit'ft not thefe cys that roll in vain 
To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn : 
So thick a drop ferene has quenchM their orbs 
Or dim fuflfufipn veil'4 1 Ye( not the more 
Ceafe I to wander where the mufes ha\int 
Clear fpring, or Ihady grove, or fuqn^ hill, , . 
* Smit with the loye of facred fi)ng \ but chief, 
' Thee, Sian^ and thy fiowry brooks beneath 
That waifh thy hallpw'd feet, and warbling flow, ; 
Nightly I vifit. Nor fomtimes forget 
Thofc other two cqual'd with me in f*W 

- {Bo 



jbHN MILTONi^ 123 

(So were I equaPd with them in renown) ^ 

Blind Tbamyris and blind M^onides^ 
And ^yrefias and PbineuSj prophets old. 
Then feed on thoughts that vpluntary move 
Harmonious numbers ; as the wakeful bird 
3ings darkling, and, in (hadyeft coverts hid. 
Tunes her nodurnal note. Thus with the year 
Seafons return, but not to me returns 
Day, or the fweet approach of cv'n, or morn. 
Or fight of vernal bloom, or fummers rofe. 
Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine : 
But cloud ihftead, * and everduring dark 
Surrounds me, from the chearful ways of men 
Cutoff; and, for the book of knowlege fair, 
Preiented with an univerfal blank 
Of nature's works to me expung'd and raz'd. 
And wifdom at one entrance quite fhut out. 
So much the rather, thou celeftial light. 
Shine inward, and the mind thro all her powers 
Irradiat : there plant eys, all mift flx>m thence 
Purge and difperfe, that I may fee and tell 
Of things invifible to mortal fight. 

An epic poem is not a bare hiftory delight- 
fully related in harmonious numbers, anid artfully 
diipos'd ; but it always contains, befides a general 
reprefentation of pa0ions and affedions, virtues 
and vices, fbm peculiar allegory or moral. Homeu 
therfore, according to Dionysius Halicarnas- 
SMvSy exprefles ftrength of body in his Iliad by 
the wars of the Greecs and Trojans^ but particularly 
by the valiant deeds of Achilles ; and in his 
Odyfe^ he dcfcribcs gcnerofity of mind by the ad- 

ventun 
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venturs and wandrings of Ulitssbs in his ceturn 
from Tregp. Thus ToRtyjATO Tasso has preSca 
an explication to his Gierufaiemme Uherata : nqr 
was Mi tTON behind any body in tbcchQiice or 
dignity of his inftrudioa ^ for t^ difplay ch^ dif* 
ferent tSt£t% of lijxrty and tyranny, is the chief 
de%n of his Parudifi Lofi. This in the concki- 
fion of his fecond book of RifwmtioH^ publiih'd 
in 41^ he tells us was his intension at that tiine; 
and he afterwards made his prooufe good. JE^is 
own words, being part of a prayer to God, ^^ 
ferve ferious conlideration. '* Then, fays hc# 
apudft the hymns and hallek^^s of fainiis, fim 
one may perhaps he heard QSif\»g at high ftrain^ 
in new and lofty meafni^ iq Xing and cekbfK 
thy divjioe mercies, .and <0vifwUoii6 ju^meitiB 
in thisland throout all agei^, whecby this gt«at add 
^^ warlike nation (ioftru^ed i^dinur'd 'to^the f^Hwecit 
*' and continual practice of ftrAith'and .rightepufini^s^ 
^' and caftii^ far from it the rag$ of its gld vicf^ 
^^ may prefs op hard to t^at hi^ and happy emci- 
^^ lation to be found trbe iot^c^' wift^, and fnpft 
** Chriftian people at that day, when thou, . the 



cc 
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eternal and fhortly expefted king, flialt open the 
^* clouds to judg the feveral kingdoms of the 
** world -, and, diftributing national honors and 
'** rewards to religious and juft commonweaMsj 
** ^flralt put an eAd to ajl fearthly tyrannies^ pro- 
*** claiming thy univerfal and mild monarchy thro 
"^ heaven anfl*c2ffth. W^erc-^they . undoubtedly, tlut 
^* by thi?ir hibbrs, courf(cJs; and. prayers,* have bin 
••'earncft'for the comjnon good .of religion and 
^ .^ ' • . ^- . ' ' « their 
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** their country, Ihall receive (above the inferior 
orders of the blelftd) the regal- addititSn bf prin^ 
cipalities, Je^dlis, And thfdheS intb tfctfr gi<5ri- 
ous titles J and in fupcrerftinence v/f ^beatific vi-^ 
fion, progreffing the datcfleft and irrevoliible 
circle of eternity, (hall clap infeparable hands 
with joy arid blils in overmeafure for ever. Buc 
*' they on the contrary, that by the impairing 4Mid 
•' diminution of the true faidi, by thie diftrefles 
*' and fervitude of their couniry, aTpire to high 
•• dignity, rule, and promotion here, after a fiysme^ 
*^ ful end in thh life (which God grmt tbmi) ihall, 
** be thrown down eternally irt6> the daricelt and 
" deepeft gulf of hell : whew, «wd€* Ac ^%fte^ 
•* ful control, the trample, and fpurn of all the 
^* 6ther ^amn-d, that In the dUf^iikof dieir torture 
''• ibkirhkve n6 other eafe thah to dceitife a raHring 
f' and beftial tyranny over them as their flaves and 
'* negros, they fhall remain in thatf!Iigfat for revert 
« the bafeft, the lowerindft, the'riftcift deje'fted; 
^^ moft underfoot, and dowofrodden vaflals of 
^^ perdition.'^ I Ih&ll end ttiy accoucit of this 
divine poem * with 4 copy ^f JLafin verfes made 
tpoft ^it by B^uivmt BAft«.oiv, a doftor of phyfic. 

' * Blilhop AtWrbutyS high cftcem tf 6t[t author fe cridcnt 
from'hfe letter to Mr.- ^dpe,' dated it Bi-dttirey,>rov. I3th, 1717. 
** I I'^turn you (fays h6) your Miltoii, wWfch, tipon collation, I 
'* fihd to be reyifed and augmented in 1e^r6ral ^lace$, as^thte titlc- 
^ page of my third edition pretends it'to be. Whien iTtfcVqa 
** i^ext I will fhew you the feveral paffacfes sit&ed^dt^fttd hy 
** the author, befiie v^hat you mentioned to me. i'tjrdtfcft to yon, 
" . this laft perufal of him has given me fdth 'tf€w aegrces, I wiH 
«* not fay of pltafnre, blit of adttiSr^tion and aftonilhinent, that 
*^ I look upon the fublimity of Homer, and the majefty of Virei]» 

" with 
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Sui legis amijfam Paradifumj grandia magm 

Carmhm NBUm^ quidnifi ctmSa l^ f 
Ris cunSaSf & cunSarum primardia rerum^ 
- Et fata^ ^ fines ^ cantinet ^ifie liber, 

» 

<< with ibmewhat lefs reverence, than I ufed to do. I ckal* 
" Icngeyou, with all your partiality, to fhewme, m the firftof 
** thefey sny thing cqaai to the allegory of Sk and Poath, either 
** as .to the greatnefs and ju^efs of the invention, or the heighn 
•* and beauty of the colouring. What I looked upon as a rant 
** of Barrow's, I now begin to think a ferioos truth, and could 
<< abnoft ventorc to fetttiy hand lo it $ 

•< Haecquican^e legit, taotom oecioifle patabit 
<' Msonidcm ranas, VirgiJiam culices* . 

I* Bot.mprc of diis when we meet.^ 

Birch's Life of Milton, p. Ixii. 

' Bat the concatrent apfdtttfes of all perjbns of true talle did not' 
iectfre this admirable, poem from an unexampled attempt to blall 
the reputation of it upon the pretence of its beine formed from th^ 
plaj^arifm of various modern authors, moft of uiem unknown to 
thepreibitaee. TMs aifertion was firft ftarted ia London, in the 
Degmning of May lyfif by Mr. William Lauder, a Scotfinan» 
known fome years before by an edition of Dr. Arthur Johnfton's 
Latiii verfioA of the Piafans. It was afterwaids made more pnb- 
jtc in the ** Gendeman's Manzine,*' and atlaftimaintained with 

great zeal and proteflations offincerity, in an ** Eflay on Milton's 
ufe and imitation of the modems," printed at Lbndon in' 
I7JP. iii %vp* But the. world was iboa iktisfied by a learned ' 
countryman of his, the reverend Mr. Douglas, re^r of Etoh* 
Conlbmtine in Shropfhire, in his pamphlet, intitled, ** Milton 
*< vindicated;" that this high charge of plagiarifm, brought 
aeainft oar poet, was erounded only upon tnt forgeries and lal- 
fificationsot the accukr, who had interpolated thofe authors, 
IVom whom he pretended that Milton had borrowed, and inferted 
In them paflages which he had himfelf t^ken from Hog's tranf. 
lotion of '< Paiadife Loft/' and the detection of the ImpoHure 
was fo far from being attended with a proper fenie of guilt to 
the author, that he fee his invention again to work for various 
and inconfident reafons to juftify it. 

Dr« Birch's Life of Milton, p. Ixvii, IxviiL 

Intima 
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Intima panduntur magni penetralia munii^ - 

Scribitur t? toti) quicfuid in crbe latet. 
Terr^que traSufque maris^ ceetumque profundum^ 

Sulpbureumque erebi flammp&opitimque jpecus. 
^^que coltM terras^ pontumque^ & tartara cdca^ - 

^^eque colunt fummi lucida regnapoli. 
Et quodcunque ullis conclufum eft finibus ufquam^ 

Et fine fine chao$^ (S fine fine Dius: 
Et fine fine magis (fiquid tnagis eft fine fine) 

In Chrifto erga homines concitiatus amor. 
H^c qui/peraretj quis crederet ejfe futurum ? 

Et tamen hae hodie terra Britanna legit. 
O quantos in bella duces ! qua protulit arma ! 

^4t canitj & quanta prselia dira tuia ! 
Cceleftes acies ! atque in cer famine calum ! 

Et qua coeleftes pugna deceret agros ! 
* ^antus in atberiis toilit fe Lucifer armis ! 

Atque ipfo graditur vix AGcbaele minor ! 
^uantis ac quamf^funeftis concurritur iris ! 

Dumferus bic ftellas protegit^ ille rapit! 
Dum vulfos mantes^ cefi tela reciprocal torquent ; 

Et non mortali defuper igne pluunt : 
Si at dubius cui fe parti concedat Olympus ^ 

Et metuit pugna nonfupereffe fua. 
At fimul in calis Mejfia, infignia fulgent^ 
' Et currus animesy armaque digna Deo^ 
Horrendumque rotaftrident^ ^ fava rotarum 

Erumpunt torvis fulgura luminibuSy 
Etfiamma vibrant ^ & vera tonitrua rauco , 

Admiftis flammis infonuere polo : 
JExcidit attonitis mens omniSy & impetus omnis, 

Et cajfts dextris irrita tela cadunt. 

Ad 
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Ai pcmas fugip,h ^, eeuf^ret Oreus ^fyiim% 
Infernis cerf^nl ccniiujt^ Hnjshris. 

Ei quqt mensfam^ vel cikhwit aws. 
Hac qmwfqm kgtt t^inm c€cmjffc putakit 
MeoniJem fanaij VirgUmm culices. 

In the year 1670 he put)Iifh'4 his P^n(i4ifi 
Regain* dy confifting of . four book^^ but gppers^Hy 
eftectn'd much inferior to Paradift Loftj which he 
could not endure to hear, bpi)g quite of anoth^ 
mind : yet this occafion'd fome body to fay wift^Iy 
enough that M{f,TpK might be feen iq Paradff^ 
Lofty but fiot in Paradifi Regained *. With this 
laft book he publilht his Sam/on Agon^e$^ 4^ ad- 
mirable tragedy y not a ridiculous mfxiurc of grf^ity 
and farce according to tnojl of the modern^ b^ 
after the example of the yet unequaFd antient^i as 
they are juftfy caj^d^ ^scpYLV$> Sophocj.??, 
«;sr^ EuRiFio^s. 

♦ It is commonly reported, that Mikon J|imfelf preferred 
this poem to Paradife loft : But all that we can afiert upon good 
authority is» that be could not iodore to hear this poem cried 
down fo much as it was, in comparifiui vixh tljie other. For 
ctrtainly it is ijmy ^worthy tf the author ^ ^5^ contrary to what 
Mr. Toland relates, Milton may te feen in ParadHe regained as 
well as in Paradife loft. If it is inferior in pof try, I know 90t 
whether it is not fuperior in fenti^eat ; if it is lefs defcriptiycy 
it is more argumentative ; if it doth not ibmetimes rife fo high, " 
neither doth it ever fink b Iow« audit has ncetmet with the ap- 
probation it deferves, only becaufe it ^as .^ot been nioce xe^d 
and coniidered. His fubjefl indeed is confined, and he has a 
narrow foundation to build upon ; but he has raifed as noble a 
fuperftrufture, as fuch little ^oom and fc^ty raateriais \vould al* 
low^ The great beauty of it is the contraft between the two 
charafters of the Tempter and our Saviour. 

Newton's Life of Milton. 
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Ik the year 70 al£i ciUQc abrojid bis Hijiery ti£ 
Britain^ wherdf we iud occafion to i^ak before^ 
He deduced it o^y to the. NopfiM. conquelt» and 
yet we have ic not a& it came out of his hands % 
for the licenfcrs, iba/efwom officers to defiroy l^m'fi-i 
^^ liberty^ and goadfenfe^ expung'd feveral paflages 
of it wherin he expos'd th« fuporftition, pride, and 
cuDtung of the popiih monks in the Saxon times^ 
but apply'd by the fagacious Ucenfers. to Cha&les 
the iecond's bifii^. This puts me in mind of a 
fiply to a certain perfon by Sir Robbrt Howard^ 
lately deceaft, a gentleman of great generofity, a 
fKitron of ktters, and a- hearty friend to the liberty 
of his country. Being told that he was charged in 
a book with whippngtheproteltant clergy po the 
back of the heacben and popiih priefts, be prefentfy 
aftid what they bad ta do there ? He was a great 
admirer of Milton to his dyii^ day ; and» being 
his particular acquaimance, would tell many* plea* 
&ht itories of him^ as that he himielf havii^ de- 
manded of him once what made him fide with the 
r^ublicans? Milton anfwer'd, among - other rea«« 
A>ns, becaufe theirs was cbe moft frugal govern^ 
ment \ for that the trappings of a monarchy might 
ia up an crc&iary comnicMiwealth. But not to 
digrefs too far, our aathor beilow'd a copy of the 
unlicensM papers of his hiftory on the earl of 
Anglesey^ who^ as -well as fe^uerM of the nobility and 
gentry J was bis confiiantvijkor. Nor was he lefsfre^ 
quenred by forentrs to tJu la^ than in the time of bis 
jlmrijbing condition kef ore the r ^oration. It is an if* 
iheparabk lofs to this moft poteni nation^ that Miltoh 
didnotjindkifwr^ to irin^ d»wn bis bifiory to bis own 

timef : 
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times : for (as the nobleft ornament of all pcAkc^ 
nets and literature Sir William Templs juftljr 
complains) *^ tho the Efiglijb are lb renown'd by 
^ the fame of their arms and exploits abroad, fo 
^^ applauded and envy'd for their wife and happy 
^^ inftitutions at home» fo flouriihing in arts and 
^^ learning, and fo adom'd by excellent writers in: 
^^ other kinds, yet none of 'em has produc'd one 
^* good or approved general hiftory of England. 
*'* But our hiftories (continues he) have been writ- 
^^ ten by fuch mean and vulgar authon, fo tedious 
^ in their relations, or rather coUedtions ; fo injudi* 
^* cious in their choice of what wa^ fit to be told, 
^^ or to be let alone *, with fo little order, and in fo 
^^ wretched a ftile \ that as it is 4 fhame to be igno*- 
*' rant in the affairs of our own country, fo 'tis hard- 
** ly worth the time or pains to be informed, fince 
^^ for that end a man muft read over a library, 
*' rather than a book : and after all, muft be con- 
^' tent to forget more than he remembers/' This 
charge is too true, and yet it's very ftrange it 
ihould be fo, Teeing no country in the world has 
afforded a greater diverfity or a better choice of 
la&ions, nor is furnifht with more ample or authen* 
tic materials for framing a juft and full body oi 
hiftory. Would Sir William be pleas'd to con- 
tinue fo uieful a work, according to the inimitable 
fpecimen he has publiiht for incouraging fom other 
to purfue this attemt, .England might boldly com* 
pare with Rcme^ and himfelf be reckon'd equal 
with LivY. But tho he gos no further than she 
Norman conqueft, which is the period of Mil- 
^TOK, yet We exped a larger account from James 

TyrreL) 
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TyafeEL, the worthy grandfon of archbiniop 
Usher. This learned gehtlerhan, to fupply the 
defeds wherof Sir William Temple complains, 
has undertaken to write a general fiiftory of England 
from the remoteft traditional beginnings to this 
time^ The firft volume of it is already abroad, 
.which reaches likewife to William the firft j the 
fecond is now finiflit 5 and I hope he'l meet with 
fufficient incouragemcnt to rtiake a fpeedy publica* 
tion of the reft. For tho his work may tiot per- 
fectly reach Sir William's plan in the niceft exaft^ 
ncfs of order, ftile, and compofition ; yet it muft 
be confeft by all true judges to be the moft impar- 
tial and complete, the faithfulleft, the moft me- 
thodical, and in all refpefts the beft colleftioA 
that was ever^ made in England. All our manu^ 
fcript hiftorical records, and the numerous company 
of our particular hlftorians, can ferve for little 
more to pofterity than to verify the contents of thi^ 
book : nor will any body be at the trouble to' pre^ 
ferve 'cm for this purpofe, that is not a ftranger to 
Mr. Tyrrel's diligence and integrity. 

Milton wrote fom Mifcellaneous pieces rtiuch 
inferior to his other works, as zGramf^r for learn*- 
ing the Latin tongue j a Logic after the method of 
Petrits Ramus 5 a brief hiftory oi Mufcovy^ and 
•of other lefs known countries, lying eaftward of 
it as far as Cathay^ coUefted from the relations of 
fevcral tt-avellers t he tranQated out of Latin into 
Englifl}^ the declaration of the 'BoUs concerning the 
cle6tibn of their king John the third, containing, 
an account of tlie virtues and merits of the faid 
prince} he pyblilht Sir Walter Raleigh's Prince^ 
X , K or 



,32 TOLAND's LIFE OF 

or his Maxims and Apboriftns of Staje ; and he alfb 
printed his Cabinet Council. More pieces of ibi$ 
rarely accomplijhty tho unfortunat Gentleman^ were 
made public by other perfons ; and I daily >expe£t 
fom more from James Tyrrel, who has the ma- 
nufcript copies in his hands, and, I dare afiirm^ 
will not envy fuch a blefling to the nation. 

Our author's juvenil and occafional poems, both 
in Englijh and Latin^ were printed ift one fmall vo- 
lume. I took notice of the beft of *em in many 
places of this difcourfe ; but the monodj wberin bt 
bewails bis learned friend Mr. King drawn^d in tbe 
irifhyitfj, is one of tbe Jineji be ever wrote. • 

Th£ Da^ii^ refident prevailed with MitxoN to 
get the letters of ftate (formerly mentioned) tran- 
fcrib'd ♦, and which were publilbt after his death : 
as were alfo hh familiar letters in 74, wherin, to ufe 
the words of Morhof, there are many characters 
of antient and modern, of domeftic and foren au* 
thors, very fit to be read and underftood. The laft 
thing he wrote, and that was publifht a little before 
his death, is his^reatife oftrueReligiony Htrefy^ Scbiftk^ 
tolerations and tbe heft means tbat may be usd tftprevetu 
tbe growth of popery. He obferv'd (as all difcernin^ 
men muft have don at thai; tinnke) the prodigious in* 
creafe of the Romi/h fuperftition, occafionM partly by 
the perfecution againft dlSktit\x%proteftantSy but mon 

* His (late letters will remain as authintic memorials of th6fe 
times, to ' h admireJequaOylif Critics mkd Politicians y and thofe 
particularly abpat the fufoines of the poor Protefhmts in Pied^ 
inoi>t, who can read without fenfible emotion i T^s was a fob- 
jedl that he had very much at heart, as bt was an utter enemy /* 
alififts ofperfecutkn ; and among his (bnnets there is a moftexcH- 
lent (me upon the occaiioik Newton's Life of Milton. 
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iy thf iikcur^effieni ii received fr4m the royai irviberi 
Ckaalss and the duke ef York. From the priilci- 
bks which our author lays in his book (and ivbkh, 
I thinlc'y are thpie of the fir ft re^rtnefs) htf xtkith 
that fiQ wx^ftoU^Ant <;an perjEecute any perforufoj^ 
fptirulative points of coofcience^ inui:^ J^fs Ii6t 
tolerat his fellow p-oiefiant^ the in fom things dif- 
IciWing from his own judgment* After (hewfing 
thatfafljfe relji^ion conltfts id the cofhipt cradittoHs 
of xnet^ and their arbitrary' additions to the dlTin^ 
rule or ftaddard of ^11 truth, he was at no great 
labor to prove the members of the Ronktm charcli 
ito i^ejthe greaieft hl^reciol in .the world* A$< fd^ 
fcbiftp) ^t the divi^n of eongregatidns from lhei^ 
4i%rea£e in opinions, . he (hews it may happen iti 
jU^e troe church as well a$ in the falfe \ bsm d^at lA 
the fkil it need not bre^k conomuhlon or brother!;^ 
love, no more than amioog the Pharifes and Sadduces^ 
jvho a^iicabJy B>et at their trommon warfhip ih' 
Jerujakm. ** It is hi»man frailty to crr»:lays-he^, 
^^ and Ao ifian is infallible here on earth. But fb 
iong as the LutheranSy Calvitufis^ jdHakapsijh, Sod" 
nismy and AttmnmnSy profefs to fct the word of 
^ •* God cmly before them fK the rule of iheir faith 
f^ ^d obedience; a^d ufe aU dtiigence dnd fin^ 
V oerity of heart by readtngi ^y Icammg, by ftudy> 
by pr^er for iiltimination of the holy Spiri^, to 
underftand thi^ ttile and obey it, they havedofi 
^ whatevw man can do. God will afluredly par- 
doQi tbenn as he did the friends of Jou, good 
and pious ipen, thb much miftaken (as there it 
^ ^Itpoarsl in. fom points of dodtrin* But iapSs 
"^l "wiU fay, with Cbrifimm it is mhcri^lfe, whovii. 

K 2 ^ •'God 
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** God has promis'd by his Spirit to teach atl 
•' things. True, all things abfolutely neccffiry 
^^ to falv^tion: But the hotted difputes among 
^^ protifiants^ calmly and charitably examined, will 
^* be found lefs than fuch. The Lutheran holds 
*^ confubftantiation ; ah error indeed^ but not 
*• mortal. The Calvinift is tax*d with predeftina- 
** tion, and to make God the author of fm i hoc 
with any dilhonorable thoughts of God, but, 
it may be, overzealoufly aflerting his abfblute 
power, not without plea from fcripture. The 



C€ 
<C 

*^ anabsptift is accused of denying infants their 
** right to baptifm •, they fay again, that they 

4( 
<C 

iC 

^^ them as fcholaftic notions, not to be found in 
" fcripture, which, by a general proteftani maxim, 

•<c 
•c 



deny nothing but what the fcripture - denys 
them.' The Arlan and Socinian are chargM to 
difpute -againft the Trinity ; yet they affirm to 
believe the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, ac- 
cording to fcripture and the apoftblic creed. 
As for the terms of trinity, triunity, coeflen* 
tiality^ triperfonality, and the like, they rcjcft 



is plain and perfpicuous abundantly to explain 
its own meaning in the propereft words belong- 
ing to fo high a matter, and fo neceffary to be 
*' known ; a myftery indeed in their fophiftic fub- 
*• tiJtics, but in fcripture a plain doftrin. The 
•* Arminian laftly is condemned for fetting up free 
** will againft free grace*; but that imputation he 
** difclaims in all his writings, and grounds him-* 
felf largely upon fcripture only. It cannot be 
deny*d that the authors or late revivers of all 
^l thcfe fefts or opinions were learned, worthy. 
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^ zealous, and religious men, as appeiars by their 
•* lives written, and. the fame of their many cmi^ 
*• nent and learned, followers, , perfeft and powei*- 
•* ful in the fcriptures, holy and unblamable in 
^' their adions : And it cannot be imaging that 
*' God would dcfcrt fuch painful and zealous la- 
•* borers in his church, and ofttimes great fuf- 
*• ferers for their confcience, to damnable errors 
** and a rcprobat fenfe, who had fo often implof'd 
•' the afliftance of his Spirit; but rather, having 
^^ made no man infallible, that he has pardon'd 
•* their errors, and accepts their pious endeavors, 
^' fincerely fearching all things according to the 
** rule of fcripture, with fuch guidance and dircc- 
•* tipn as they can obtain of God by prayer. What 
*^ protejlant then, who himfelf maintains the fame 
** principles, and difavows all innt)licit faith, would 
** perfecute, and not rather charitably tolerat fuch 
^^ nien as thefe, unleis he means to abjure the prin* 
*^ ciples of his own religion ? If it be alk*d how 
far they ihould be tolerated ? I anfwer, doutlefs 
equally, as being all froUftants \ that is, on all 
occalions to be permitted to give an account of 
♦* their faith, either by arguing, preaching in their 
** fcveral aflemblics, by public writing, and the 
V freedom of printing/* Nothing can be ima- 
gined more reafonable, honeit, or pious, than this 
paflage 5 and I don't remember ever to have met 
with any perfon who fpoke with fuch difinterefted- 
nefs and impartiality of our various fefts in religion 
caccept Thomas Firm in, whofe charity was as 
much extended to men of different opinions, as ii: 
W^ tp. the poor of all forts in good works ; but in 

K 3 this 
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ibift Uft rclpcft te was nevtr yet equal'd, nor Kfccljp 
j(a be cafily exoed^ fay any hereafter : tho his ess- 
«Ucm example is admir'd by fevcral^ and defetvca 
«0 b< imiuted by all. In the laft place^ MitTOM 
ihewi tha,t p^ery (not as it is a religion, but as a 
tyrannical fadion oppteffing all others) is intolera* 
bici and that the beft loediod of keeping it froni 
f ver incf<safmg^ in this nation, is by the toleration 
of all kinds of pn^teftants^ or any others whoic 
principles da not neceflarily lead *^m to iedition 
or vice* Bnt iiisfuijeff is Jh$ci perfe&fy exbauftedt 
^ ire^ittd wUb greater cleamefs and Brevity than 
fx^ before in a Utter cmcemii^ toleration by John 
]^CK» fsibe in bis book of Human Underftanding 
tmfi h confefi, to be tbo grenteft pbilofopher after 
CiCEnO in the univerfe \ for be's tbrely ac^uaintei 
tt^tk bwnm nature,^ well versed in tbe ufeful affain of 
tbe worlds a great mafier of eloquence .(qvalitjes in 
vifhich the Roptan conful excei'd) and like bim alja 
# bearfy lover rf bis eomtry^ as appears by bis trea-* 
^fes of governmeoc and education, not inferior in 
their kind to tihe divineft pieces of Tuily. Mtir 
tON^s fbi^aeerm linguae iMtina^ defignM as a (up- 
plcmcnt ta Stephanvs, w^s never piibKlht, and 
has bin of great ufe ta Dr. LiTTt?TOK in com* 
piling bis. diftionary* He wrote likewifc a Syfier^ 
$f l)i^mtyx but whether intended for public view^^ 
Of coUtfted merely for his own i>fev I cannot de- 
tetmia* It was in the hands of his friend CvitjA^ 
SiciMNSR y and wb^nr $t pa:c(ent is uncertain^ 

Tmis is a full and true account of his genuiil 
^lorks and fenciments, not putting the dire&kms or 

iffiftancf wlxick h^ (xc<]^uently gave othet wfiten^ 

to 
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fo Ws account. Towards the latter ^art of his 
time he contracted his library, both becaufe the 
heirs he left could not make a right uie of it, and 
that he thought he might fell it more to their advani* 
cage than they could be able to do themielves. His 
enemies reported that poverty conftrain'd him thus 
to part with his books : and were this true, ic 
would be indeed a great difgrace, not to hinr (for 
perfons of the higheft merits have bin often re- 
duc'd to that condition) but to any country that 
ihould have no more regard to probity or learning : 
this ftory however is fo falfe, that he dy'd worth 
fifteen hundred pounds, befides all his goods* 
The houfe wherin he was born, and which ftran^ 
gers us'd to vifit before the fire, was part of hia 
cftate as long as it ftood. He put two thoufand 
pounds into the excife, i^btch he loft when that 
bank fail'd; not to mention another great fum 
which yi3i$ gon for want of matfagennent and good 
advice. He was never very healthy, nor too (|ckly ; 
and the diftemper that troubled him moft of any 
other was the gout, of which he dy'd without 
^much pain in the year from the birth of Ch&ist 
1674, and in the fix and fixtieth of his age. All 
his learned 'and great friends in London^ not with- 
out a friendly concot^rfe of the vulgar, accom* 
pany*d his body^to the church of St. GjLes near 
Cripplegaie^ where he lies buried in the chancel ; 
and where the piety of his admirers will fhortly 
eredt a monument becoming his worth, and- the 
incouragement of letters in* king Willum's 
reign. 

K 4 Thus 
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Thus liv'd and dy'd John Milton, a perfon of 
the bcft accompliflimcnts, the happieft genius, and 
the vafteft learning which this nation, fo renowned 
for producing excellent writers, could ever yee 
fliew : efteem'd indeed at home, but much more 
honor'd abroad *, where almoft in his childhood 
he made a confiderable figure, and continues to be 
ftill repiited one of the brighteft luminaries of the 
fcicnces. He was middleHz'd and well propor- 
tioned, his deportment ere£t and manly, his hair 
of a light brown, bis features exaAly regular, his 
complexion wonderfully fair when a youth -f , and 
ruddy to the very laft. He was affable in conver- 
fation, of an equal and chearful temper, and highly 
delighted with all forts of mufic, in which he was 
himfelf not meanly Ikil'd. He was extraordinary 
temperat in his diet, which was any thing moft in 
feafon or the eafieft procured, and was no friend to 
Iharp or ftrong liquors. His recreations, before 
his fight was gon, confided much in feats of adli- 
vity, particularly in the exercife of his arms 
which he could handle with dexterity : but when 
blindnefs and age confined him, he play*d much 

• By the great fire, which happened in Londop the beginning 
of September 1666, he had a houfe in Bread-ftreet burnt, which 
was all th^ real eftate that he had then left. To coiiclode. He 
was mor^ admired abroad, and by fqreigners, than 4t home ; 
an4 was much' vifited by them wlien he lived in Petty France, 
fittiu of fwbom have out of pure de%fotion gone to Bnad-firett to fie 
the bouje ai^d chqfliher '^;here be njuat born. 

A. Wopdt.F^Oxop. 

•f In his youth he is faid to have been extremely handfomen 
:|nd whiU he wj^s ailudent at Cambridge, he was called, " The 
" Lady of Chritt's College," and he took notice of this himfelf 
in one of his public Proiolions before that univerfity j *' A qui- 
*^ i)ai<U¥i audivi naper domina/* Birch's Lite of Milton. 
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upon an organ he kept in the houfe ; and had a 
pully to fwing and keep him in motion. But the 
love of books exceded all his other paffions. In 
fummer he would be ftirring at four in the morn- 
ing, and in winter at five 5 but at night he us'd td 
go to bed by nine, partly attributing the lofs of 
his eys to his late watching when he was a lludent; 
and lookii^g on this cuftom as very pernicious to 
health at any time : but when he was not difpos'd 
to rife at his ufual hours, he always had one to 
read to him by his bedfide. As he look*d upon 
true and abfolute freedom to be the greateft happi- 
hefs of this life, whether to focieties or fingle per* 
fons ; fo he thought conftraint of any fort to be 
the utmoft mifery : for which reafon he us*d to tell 
thofe about him the intire fatisfadion of his mind^ ' 
chat he had conftantly impIoyM his ftrength ^nd 
faculties in the defence of liberty *, and in a dircSt 
oppofition to flavery. • He ever expreft the pro-^ 
founded reverence to the Deity as well in deeds as 
words i and would fay to his friends, that the 
■divine properties of goodnefs, juftice, and mercy, 
were the adequat rule of human adtions, nor 
lefs the objeft of imitation for privat advantages, 
than of admiration or refpeft for their own ex- 
cellence and perfefbion. In his early days he was 
a favorer of thoft proUftants then opprobrioufly caPd 
by the name of Puritans : In his middle years he 

♦ In all Milton's writings, lohaiever others cf different parties vu^ 
tbinkj he thought hmfelf an advocate for true liberty ; for eccleiiafli- 
Cal liberty in his treatifes againft the bifhops, for domeftic liberty 
jn his books of divorce, and for civil liberty in his writing againft 
{he King in defence of the Parliament and People of England. 

Newton's liife ofMiltoii. 

was 
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Wtt beft pleasM with the independents and anahaptifis^ 
us gUowing of more liberty than others, and coming 
neareft in his opinion to the primitive pradice : but 
m the latter part of his life, he was not a profeft 
member of any particular fed among Chriftians, 
lie frequented none of their afiembliel, nor made 
life of their peculiar rites in his family. Whether 
this proceded from a diflike of their uncharitable 
and endlefs difputes, and that love of dominion, 
or inclination to perfecution, which^ he faid, was a 
piece of popery infeparable from all churches ; or 
ifehether he thought one might be a good man, 
without fubfcribing to any party ; and that they had 
all in fom things corrupted the inftitutions of Jes0$ 
Christ, I will by no means adventure to deter- 
min ! for c;onjedures on fuch occafions are very 
Uiicertain, and I never ooet with any of his ac* 
quaiotancs who could be pofitive in afiigning the 
true reafons of his conduft* 

I mAhh now conclude this difcourfe with a 
clltara&er given of him by a man of unparalleled 
diligence and induftry, who has difoblig'd alt fides 
merely for telling the truth either intirely, or with- 
out di^uife ^ and who, fmce moft men have the 
iirailty of ingaging in faftions, cannot be fufp)c£ted 
of partiality in favor of Milton. He was a per- 
fon, fays Anthony Wood in the firft volume of 
his Aiben^e Ononienfes^ of wonderful parts, of a 
very (harp, biting, and fatyrical wit •, he was a 
good philofopher and hiftorian; an excellent poet, 
X^atinift, Grecian, and Hebrician ; a good mathe- 
matician and mufician ; and fo rarely endowM bv 
Ijftiure, that bad be bin but honcftly principled, 

be 
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hsi might have bin highly ufeful td tfattt pait^^ 
againft which he all along appeared with much 
malice md HtterQefs, , . ^^ 



An 9 now, S/r, I «nd with you, witik 
whom I begun 9 not doubting but this fnpoU 
^prcfent, both from the dignity of thefubjed 
.and your favor to the writer, will be kindly ac- 
cepted. Jt may indeed be the more plain and 
unpoliih'd^i but not the lefs uiefui or iincerf 
for coming out of a country retirement. The 
mofl knowing perfons acknowlege that divide 
philofophy her felf was begot in the woods^ 
where agreably paiGng her infancy, and groWf 
jng up in the neighboring fields, fhe became 
gentle in time, and fo ventured to com into 
towns and cities ; but being quickly weary'4 
there with the tumult of bufinefs or fadion^ 
and longing for her former tranquillity, (ho 
flf-aight retir'd into gardens or groves, to her 
fields and woods again. '7/V probable that you 
(as V)dl as I or any other) may difapprove of 
Milt on* sfentiments in fever al cafe s^ but^ Pm 
fure, you are far from being difphas^d to find *em 
particularized in the hifiory of bis life '^ for wc 
fhould have no true account of things, if au^ 
thors related nothing but what they lik'd themo- 
fclves : one party would never fuiFer the lives 
of TARqjJiN, or Phaiaris, or Sylla, or 

C«SAR» 
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Cj£SAR> to appear y while another would be 
as ready to fupprefs thofe of Cicero, of 
Cato, of Trajan, or Brutus. . But a 
hiftcMrian ought to conceal of difguife nothing, 
and the rqadcr is to V: left judg of the virtues 
he fliould imitat, or the vices he ought to de- 
teft and avoid, without ever loving his book 
the lefs : for (as the lord Bacon truly faid) a 
forbidden ^writing is thought to be a certain /park 
ef truth that fiies up in the faces of them whofcek 
t6 tread it out. But your extraordinary judg- 
ment and candor, join'd to the bcft learning, 
and ah exa& knowlege of men and affairs, 
render my further inculcating of thefe maxims 
very needlefs j and therfore I fhall only put 
you in mind, 5/r, that my defire of gratify- 
ing your ciiriofity conquered my averfion to 
write anything during this * pleafintcft feafoa 
df the yean 

Stpt. 3. 1698. j^, 7. 
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Al Signer Gio. Miltoni Nobile 
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TpRGIMI aW EtraoClio 
•^-^ Percbe difidU intrecciero corona 
Non piu del Biondo Bio 
La Fronde eterna in Pindoy e inElicona^ 
Dienji a merto maggior^ maggiori ifregi^ 
jf celefie virtu celeftipregi. 

Non puo del tempo edace 
Rimaner preda^ etemo alto valore 
Non puo V ohlio rapace 
Furar dalle memorie eccelfo onore^ 
Su Far CO di mia cetra un dardo forte 
Virtu nCaddatti^' e feriro la morte. 

Del Ocean profondo 

Cinta dagli ampigorgbi Anglia refiede 

Separata dal mondo^ 

Pero cbe ilfuo valor Humano eccede : 

^ejia feconda fa produrre Eroij 

Cb* banno a ragion delfovruman tra mi. 
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jBJa virtufiandita 

Dafmo ne $ petti lorfido ricetto^ 

^ellagli efilgradita^ 

Percbe iH lei fan trovargioia^ x( JUtetto % 

RiMk tu^ Ciroanm^ e moftra, in tant§ 

Con tua vera virtUy veto il mio CafUo^ 

Lungi dal Patrio liJo 

Spinjfe Zeufi V indufire ardente irama % 

CV udioJ^ Helena ilgrido 

Con aurea tromba rimbombar lafamOy 

Eper poterla effigiare al paro 

DalUpiu belle Idee trajfe ilpiu raro. 

Cofi V Ape Ingegnofa 

Trae con indufiria ilfuo liquor pregiat$ 

Dalgiglio e dalla rofa^ 

E quanti vaghifiori ornano ilpr^oi 

Formano un ddlce fuon diver je Chorie% 

Fan varie voci tnelodia Concorde. 

Di bella gloria amante 

Milton, dal Ciel natio per vme pard 

Le peregrin! piante 

Volgefti a ricercar fcienze, ed arti \ 

Del Gallo regnator vedefti i regm^ 

E deir Italia ancor gV Eroi piu d^^. 

Fabro quafi divino 

Sol virtu rintracdando il tuo penfisra. 

Vide in ogni confino 

On di noHl^dor calca ilfentier^ % 

V ottimo dal mglimr dopo fcegtiea 

Perfakhri$$r f ^ virtu I' Idea. 
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^anti nacquiro in Flora 

O in lei del parlor Tofco apprefer Fartt^ 

La^ cui memoria (mora 

II mondo fatia etema in dotte carte^ 

Volefii rieercar per tuo teforo^ 

Eparlafti con lor neW 0pre l(fro^ 

NelT altera Babelk 

Per te il parlar confufe Giove in vano^ 

Che pervarje favelle 

Bifeftejfa trofeo caddefuH piano : 

Cb* Ode ohr* alP Anglia ilfuo piu degno tdioma 

Spagna^ Francia^ Tofcana^ e Grecia e Roma* 

Ipiuprofondi arcani 

CV occulta la natura e in cielo e in terra 

Cb* a Ingegni fovrumani 

Troppo avara taP hor gli cbtude^ eferra^ 

Cbiaramente conofci^ e giungi alfinc . . 

Delia moral virtude al gran confine. 

Non batta il tempo P ale^ 

Fermiji immotto^ e in unfermin figP anm^ 

Cbe di virtu immortale 

Scorrgn di troppo ingiuriofi a i danni ^ 

Cbe s* jopre digne di Poema e fioria 

Furongia^ P baiprefenti alia memoria^ 

Danmi tua dolce Cetra 

Se vuoi cb'io dica del tuo dolce ^antol 

Cb* inalzandoti alP Etra 

Di farti buomo celefte ottiene il vanto^ 

II Tamigi il dira cbe gP e concejfo 

Per tefito cigno pareggiar Permejffb^ 
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lo che in riva del Arno 

^etUofpiegar tuo merto altOy e fredaro 

So chefatico indarnOy 

E ad amrairar, non a lod^rlo imparo ; 

Freno dunque la lingua^ e afcolto il core 

Che ti prende a lodas xon lo ftupore. 

Del %. Antonio Francini gentilhuomo 
Fiorentino. 



All 
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24. The ren^ and eafy way to ejiablifb a Frei 

Commonwealth % and the Excellence thereof com* 
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mth little feachingj and their own LtMJtij. p. 13 1. 
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31^ A Declaration of the EleSion of John HI, 
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CONTAINING 

I« A general Apology for all Writings of that Kind. 

II* yV Catalogue of Books attributed in the Primitive Timet 
to Jbsus Christ, his Apoftles and other eminent Per- 
fons: With feveral important Remarks and Obfenrationa 
relating to the Canon of Scripture. 

jn* A Complete Hiftory of the Book, entituVi^ Ian BaJBiif^ 
proving Dr. Gauden, and not King Charlbs theFirft, 
to be the Author of it : With an Anfwer to all the Fa^, 
alledg'd by Mr. Wagstaf to the contrary i and to the 
Exceptions made againft my Lord Anglesey's Mt^ 
morandum^ Dr. Walker's Book, or Mrs. GAuoEN'a 
Narrative, which laft Piece is now the firft Time pub** 
liih'd at large. 



^^ 



DI qtahus impittum eft eadmarumt umhraque SiUnies^ 
EtG^mSf bf PhUgetbonf Loca Noffe tacenfia Utte, 
Sit mihifiu audita loqui ; Sit numine veftrOy 
Fandere res alta terra ^ catigine merfium Virg. ^n. 6. 
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^HE fuiUe is fi fiUm intertfiidin tbe dibatis 
^ 9f prroM wnth mid lam [• tittle amcmld at 
A$ wiBci mr wi^akis pf mj advtrfaries^ tbat^ witk- 
mUfmm UtUt wMieot^ I would mvir fnfimie t9 trm^ 
Nithi world witb mtf tMng mmfyprfimd. But if 
AifiAjiB in pu/Hm h rf oxtramrdmmry weight ami 
€mf$f§mi^ md Aaf m tbi €irtam diq/im of it 
fiouU diptnd tbi trattjmllity of a ccfffideraUe mmior 
ofpecpie^ tbiH 1 think a man is indifpenfaitf obliged to 
affoarfor tbi trutb ; andfo^ wbili bi^s endeavoring 
toferve otbers^ no body wUlfirf be ought to nq^kS his 
awn drfenee. rt^etber tbe treatife Infwfendyou be of 
this nature^ is fitbmitted to your e^l judgment : And 
unlefs I really d^figiid a nobler end by it than tbeji^ 
Ji^ation of one perfon^ neither you nor any body elfejbouli 
lofeyour time in readingj no more than I my^filf would bo 
at the pains of mriting it^ which yet Fll count tbo 
bigheft pUafure if J underjfand it has never fo Uttk 
contributed to the fatisfaOian ff a gentlemofn of /neb 
undifputed leamitig and merit, 

Mwcb JO, 1699. Jo^n Toland. 
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MILTON'S Life. 
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'HE N I upd^rtpok to write' the life of. 
th$ v^Q: c^br^Jt^d Mii'XON, I vas far* 
fjfQm iin«g5n^ng A« I (bm;Ad ever (much, 
left fp fojtto)^ b(5i9biig'4tfiin^Ite aa.apoltogy injuftbr- 
fication of fuch a work, both harmlefs in ic felf, 
and grcady defir'd by the world. There was no 
pofitive law or cuftbm againft publifliing the pv- 
tiqiUs liiftgiry of this f ifcrgof dinary pcrfoo, coa- 
iidti^ in any refpeft whatfoever : for the lives of 
gp0id. RTipf c? ai\4 fyr^n^ts, of oi:thpdpx a^d here- 
tical ddvinfts, of virtuous and wicked) of pubUc 
^d piiyat njen, are indifl^ren^Iy petiis'd by every 
ksdy, % 9f whv^k i£ wmld be fuperfluous to illcdg 
cxam|)les, the thjngj b^ing fa cptnmoply knowj^ by 
tU^ that have learnc to read. Nor widiout fuch a 

libsrqr 
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liberty fco^d, tip poffibly tortif t Irtfc Mt(» or 
have any ceitain knowledge oTid^^ fines -the 
iexceUen^ or imperfeftion of all matten beft ap- 
pears by opppfing 'em to one another. And 
I WMS fieri (vUfb TJnd was no miflake) that 
thi Unrnifig and finiiminis 0/ Johw MitTOV were 
i^ /anJ!4cralUe nei to defirve the Mg^befi eeimmefH^ 
d^ifn oriipkt^ accdrdbf to the judgment or eiffeSSam^ 
of tbe readers. 

Sine; therefor^ it was equally lawful for me to 
wrice whoie life Tpleas^d (when my hand was in) 
the firS charge againft me» one would thinks 
ihould hvrt bin, that I had not fairly rcprefented 
liY niM. But very far from that, tbogrikiferme 
viheroof I am arraipfd^ eor^s mrteHkng more thorn 
fom people would have mei or dif covering truths mot 
fa to he known ; and the manner of niy relation is to 
them altogether as offefifive and Mfpleafing as the mat^^ 
ierof it^ *Tis ftrange that men fiiould be found 
of a judgment weak enough to make a crime of 
fiich proceedings in a writer, who labors to keep 
wholly independent from the fears or en* * 



. * Thu freedom of dtfeoflkm on die deid of any tukf or 
bowcver confeciiied by tht autlioritir Of efcai aainet, or ma 
6y the efteem of ages, evuj mam mgbi tooemi bkrtf i§ ixircifi. 
TkB grcateft men certasnlt may be mUbdcen vfanue^ rotn thi 
judgmnU •/ ag$t^ ^Mih $pm tahu ^fimmu wp9o irujk. No an* * 
dbority, wJkr ^viw, it coo great to be to&iA m qnefton, and. 
kowever feneraMe Monnrchy may be in a fiate, no man ever 
wHhed 10 fee the government of letten wider any Ibrm bnt that 
of a Repoblic. As a Cidaen of that Caammnwcaldi / /n^ 
Mf futiimaas for the revifton of any decree* of any hosioiaiT . 
Ivntence, ms 1 iUnk ft:Mj Fdlow-ddsens, epmkffree^ mSt 
«i)te according to their opnions. 

Walpolb's Catal. of R» ^ N. AnthertA edit. n» In the 
advertiAment. 
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g^oienti of juiy party i and who profefsM in the ' 
very bc|^inning of his book, that ^^ being neither * 
provok'd by malice, lior bribM by favor, ' he 
would as well dare to fay all that was true, as 
fcbrn to write any faKhood.** But the rude op- ' 
polition with which I have m^t^ nOtwithftanding ' 
fuch plain declarations, convinces me more than 
ever how much J was m the right* by follow* • 
iiig^ the peculiar method I proposed to my felf 
in conipiling MiLTON^s life, and which I partl)r' 
declared in thefe terms : *^ tn the charaders o{ 
** (cifls and parties^ books or opinions, I Ihall 
** produce his own words as I find 'em in his^ 
^^ works; that thofe who approve his reafbns, 
^^ may owe all the obligation to himfclf ^ and' 
^^ that I may efcape the blame of fuch as may 
•* diftike what he fays."* Now, what could be 
more impartial than this? or more likely to fe- 
cure me from all imputations, whatever fliould" 
be the reception of Milton from the public? 
Tet if by adhering religioufly to this rule fo loud' 
a clamor was raifed againft me« it is apparent 
how much worfe I might expedk to be treated, had 
I trod in the common road. For if, like moft 
hiftorians, I had in my own words (tho* with never 
fo much candor) related the aftions or fentiments 
of my author, my adverfaries would prefently 
have lOld the world that this was not the true 
MiLTON, but one of my own creation, whom I 
promted to fpcak what I durft not own ; and by 
vrhofe mouth I had publilh'd all thofe opinions 
iTvfiich I would recommend to other people. Well 
)f nowing therefore the ordinary temper and artifices 

''':' of 



^ "^Sf' ^^5f :^-^^ pyinciRal offenfiye weapons ^' ah^, 
d£> tQ. /pare my; felf the psuns of ' (quotations 
^WP't^^^i ^b^ prove 1 had neither' injur'd him nor 
afcus'd roy.rciaciers., Befides ^his particular regard, 
to i}^vi}9 l an\ ial(6 of opinion that this is th^ beft 
a^ci only gpo4 way of writing the hiffory of foch a 
man. A^d h^d (he ai^tients always follow'^ it» 
Qiiuc modem critics wouici have been lefs exercisM 

SduciycA mejr re^l IcnumciHi 5 nor wpu d they be 
(^eii obng'd tp exaniin w^iether they uuderftpo4 
<^ mijC-rcjpjc.^c^^^ 

l^j .inft$a4 of ^ny obj^dipns like thefe, I an) 
c^^prefly tQlc| ;fiat I ought not to ipcdcjlc with Mil- 
TOisl's hooks, nor to ircyiye hfs fcntiments, or ^hc 
immory of.t^Je' ^liarf els.whci;eih h? was ^ngag'd j 
wjbicb 15 only,' iri j^ther jvorc^s, ' tK^t I ought not to 
yjfm his life atall. Fot: %phat, Ipray^ is tbeprinci'- 
pilfart ef n Ufirnid t^an^s life^ hut the, exaS hifftory 
^ Pis hgks ajfd oj^iniomy to inforjn the world about 
ike. Qccajipn of his ^itingj *^h^^. if contain^ d^ how be^ 

ftform^d it J affd ^;itb' what cimjejuences or fuccejs t 
have no reafoq frpm oiy 9wn iecond thpiights, chf 
qpjinipi:^ of better judges, or the. fortune oY tho 
book, to be dilTatisfi'd with my condu£b on this oc« 
caiion* And had this jpethod', as I 'fai4 before, 
beco frriftly bbferv*d, we miglit have mpre ^QOVr 
jjpt^g and fewer critic?. 

Ay Sut, fay thefe gentl^ipen, you hay^ made an 
inroad pn our perfqaTipi?, s^d dire^ly attack'd tiie . 
jT^.crpd majefty of Icings, the venerable order of 
biibops, th^ beft cpnCtitMcd chujch in the' worlds 



our 



JiUYVmiL d^ 

wr holy Ktbig^! )Ad decent Gtre)DCil«^ tihe.HMdKf^ 

lidii<)iid'oi£ei>:tkiii^ ivUkh i^fr«foundty A^flK^ 

V^ Kdmire : norlsire've the on^&fiecers.i fQri^ 

moft all>)ther iefts -and parties (baye M|uSl rredixvs 

4bf bMhplaint algaiAlb lyou* : WeH, fbe. lit fy 'Jbetiyi 

4)bt,'good firs^ bfitaki^:yoiir ftli^ £9^ 0ei>im^;tP 

'John MiLi ofrt; co^ afche kin(Mil2(»..Hel»'o^j(g^ttP 

caiie terms, fiefeiid;your caftks/ind lopicifonss 

^againft him viith alithe vjgpoijnou cab. lollBtv^oI 

^afitire you, I arm io fvnt^r conodnif^ in jte qutfri^ 

than fto fhewy6u!Ae enemyy^9md.l»^yciaU^ a<I- 

cotint of his forces^ . And all«t&is^ if yo^lvf^jli 

:a peaceable df^x)fiticki, you int^^ learn frotethefe 

tplaln^^imds.inlthdcodclufioniqf tU^fi 'V'^'^ 

^f^ probable rhat you)(is/welHa&3, ,cte any ot^f) 

^ Iniy difiqppriy|re of ^Ltds'a^dbnthnentsJn %!rt- 

'*^ Jraf cafes^JtJburnilfaro; 'yaBt^nBtf^ fromlmK 

'^^di^taas'd 10 iihdi'cm:|>aitxa]lad2!d in tWhiiM^ 

««/of fai$> ltfe>:f^^;^ibQiHdiiav^ natr^e.jK^tolNlc 

^^ ' of thin)gs, i£*'4utttorsr xdatodrnochingi.tiut Hfh^t 

■ '"^^ tiay ')iik*d'^thQvM^^ it^v 

^ {u^r the litbroaf TAkQ9i>r,..bfc'PHAi.Ai(«s«^r 

*^^'S)rLi:A, 'br^C^gkii to^i^ipter/ i^}u!le ^o^r 

j.«« iiMUld h$ ^ vutiiy ttf %piids^iiDfe of CibBft), 

-^ of Cat^, ^f >'fMfijAN; at Brutus, i But^a 

.'^^'liiilbrtan\OD|^ co'tonceal br :di%uife XioMmg ; 

-^V^'tfieTinAte.isIto be lefcUjixig of th^yirfues 

-^ liribddld'imitat, or'€b&,vicGi)he ifughc* to dcMft 

^f«i ftiki aiV<)idi'^-."'v^ '• • -: ih - j. -i * . ; u 

that has bin yet objedai«a!Mai0Qx]|»ili&,. if -»y 

fcply were thought neceflary : For the trivial and 

J- i. "-' fcurrilow 
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iburikMi lifaebof tneroraarf £dIom.llliidLAertf 
ngfixdj they bdng tlready fuffidendy mgltflicd hj 
^ world, and making diemfelvcs a$ fitde bf this 
-gnEdotf as any of a wott vindiftive temper could 
defire : Befides, that to anfuer 'em in their own 
dialed:, I muft Erft leam to ipeak it} which ia 
abfolutdy contrary to my genius, and behyw the 
dignity of human nature, iince ho body openly 
^proves it even at BUUtigfg^ti. I (haU as littfe 
-Qoofider the cenforious tongues of certain ttimt 
sEeak)us dian mligjkms people, who judge of others 
by their own oanow fchemcs, and defpife all know^ 
ledge in comparilbo of thdr pritat imagmauonSf 
idi^n they exceedingly ploife themC^ves i -^ 
•faappi'nefs Mbody envies them! Nor flMMlkl I, if 
that were aU, think my feif cc^noern'd in making 
any return to the obliging oooEiplements of thofe 
gentlemen who (as father Paql formerly (aid ^ 
bimfelf) renumber me ofmer in chair lermons than 
In their prayers ; tho* ibm of theip .are apt: t»:fay, 
that when they mention 3Mir, Jiws^ l9^^s^ md 
JSfrisUSf they do not forget me. But when I am 
openly aecus'd before the greateft aflembly ia the 
worlds die repidentadve body of the people of 
Et^Hmd^ let the chatge be never fo ftivolgua in 4t 
&lf, or to be flighted Ou any other occafioo» fet 
foch a refpe& is due to the d%nity of thoife to 
whom it was exhibited, that I hold my ftlf oblige 
m comdnce *em ci my innoci;oce i aiid to rsQiotc 
all fufpidon far from oie, of what in its own na- 
ture is acknowledged to be oifeiiMl, oir by them 
might be reptttoil iodiQittti 
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'Tnt mfttt«r^f &ft is this: On the difr&di 
pf TiNM^k Mr. Ofsprino Blackhalv wto 
ftiles himfelf cbajiain in orMmiry ftf bis mcjtffy, 
j^tHtht a leraMm before the honorable houfe 
^f commons ; wherein^ afm* exclaiming againft 
^he author' of MitTON's^life, for denying^ 'Jim 
Bafiliki to be die produftion of VXng Ckmxm 
{he firft) he purfues his accufatton in thefetfeitn)^. 
^' We may ccafe to wonder, lays he, iAat/ Bjb- 
^^ fhould have the boldnefi, without proof, aiM 
^^ i^inft proof, to deny the authority of thi^ 
^' book, who is fuch an infidel as to doubt, '. andil 
fhamelefs and impudent enough, even in prints 
and in a Chriftian country, puUicly to affroAt 
our holy religion^ by declaring hi« doubt, that 
*' feveral pieces under the name of Chrift and hit 
^ apoftles [he muft mean thofe now receiv'd Mf 
>the whole Chriftian churchy for I know of ' nd 
pther} ^^ are fu|qpofiticious ; tiio' thro' the remote 
>^ nefs of thofeages, tlui death of the peHbos.cori^ 
.^^''cem^d, and the decay of other monuments 
f* which might ^ve us true information, tH6 
**^ ipurn>ufiie& thereof is yet undifcov*4'' Here !i 
inched a charge df a very high nature, t will ndt 
j&y in his own mean language* an impudent and i 
fiiamdtefs one; tho* if it be not better ^rov'd, I 
vcaflnot hinder others from calling it what thef 
'^pleaie, or the thing deferves. But before I pro-- 
<xtd to make ofaftrvadons on it, I (hall itifiirt tM 
intire paflage of my book, which he has taken 
;f he* lit^rty of abridging, and fo joining the words 
aof two widely different a(foidons, as if they were 

l)ut one.;: AbQut this little artifice faqweytr I ihaU 

make 
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iulce tao'^Gfi«t€hce^in(h'hitn:} for Ttftti <bal^'de-» 
(d»un,oiir-cenm#eifie, whhdut ufing airth& s^^ 
miitagesT n^hc<otherwife take^' 

A^'rfR'ftatiog the jprdofe lAcrefoftf Aat©r. OAtr- 
ibsk, -ami ixM: ktr^ Cmari;^;* w«s the trite '^thof 
cf7(rMr<fi<9fiiK^ 1 aiJiSed^-Vifry^^tursU bbftrfa^on 
ia ihe- f^l(ymi^ fronds". '** "When V Ibridufly con* 
« -fider^ fadnnr all tMs ' htrp^'d anidog ' our > lelVes 
^ iK^tMn tJib «)tiipafs of "ibrf^ yHrs, in a flMe of 
** rgRiatkaniiflg'and.poti^tit^s, *^heh both parties 
••'ib ■^rrovrty watchM o'^k <6he' atiothers ^ons, 
f '■wad what-^a 'igttat ' ffcvtolutidn In ti'ti^ a«d reli- 
f*.'gious •Skhrs.tbsf' partly OcesCftbii^d-by tKe crediC 
f^xif tkat bbok, I oeafe:to>¥tfi*der^riny longfer how 
.'"£>, many fit^p^^StMoitn pt^ccs^^tthider die nafAoe of 
*' ' CHRrsT, ' Histitptffttft, 'ttiid 'Otftier igi<at petibns, 
**' flfaaldte ptlblHhM'aRd:'{q>pt^'/d tri ItHofe primi- 
^'tiVe lifflea, ^tieh ifWas-idf <tbi^lich {mo&rtatode 
*'to have^^fti'beUe'^'d i ii»feai"tfte cheats were too 
** nianyoq jrtlJ{itesfOr'ihe«nteo't*fTbil^h drie aho- 
**-ther,trhicJeyet tH^y ofte»didfv when eoniiiftrce 
"'•was fibtflitar^ro gefHferS* as-yiiidw, 'ahd theiii^ole 
?* eaith e'n^fdy ovfef-ffJYeiiii'^ith 'the darkii^ iS 
f* -fuperflition. I dsdbe tathtr ^«i{)Urtoti{h<*r!p&^ 
'■ fevtfrtll^'«<»e -ftich *a9ki' Js'yJt "iJfidiffio^^Wd, 

thro thd tiitriotenbfs'oft tHofe'kgcs^nfh^^^ljMih-of 
*' the peffdHs «JHc«rn'd,'-'ind'*tfife> dftfely lof >6<H» 
■* nadntnftettts, ' >WiicIf Wlg!ht>gite' ds •#be?1nfohAii*> 
?* tton." IHera thtft':<n^f^'f^'|)ftfeefit iJkpliwii 
that,' Ifayi ^a f!^i4at .sbatfy TptirtOus''btt8fts:^#»fe 
early faihfet'doff«.(i!hi!*',rrW5' kjsf^les, -aAd 'OtMer 
great nanids,' pan ' wtie't^f «»e^''iiill 'atknbwled^ 
to be^g^nmin^' ind^lR^ t4ft<i(^b« fotgd, m'^iitidfer 
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of ti^hich aflercions I could be juftJy fuppos'd to 
mean any books of the New Teftamcnt,. as I fhall 
pfefently evince. But Mr. Blackhall affirms, • 
That I muft intend tboft now received by the whU* 
Chrijiian churchy for be knows of no other. A cogent 
argument truly ! and clearly proves his logic to. be 
juft of a piece with his reading. I admire wh^c 
this gentleman has bin doing fo long at the uoiver^- 
iity) thaohe (houldbe fqch a great (Lranger to (heie 
things* But now I find a man may be a v^ry good ^ 
divine without knowing any thing of the fathers, . 
tho* a layman is always referred to 'cni when /he 
fiarts any difficulties) which makes him foon^r- 
acquie&e. and fwallow what he cannot chew^tban 
get information at fo dear a rate. But had Mr*.^ 
Blackhall been difpps'd to deal ingenuoufly with 
me, he might fee, without the help of the fathers, 
that I did not mean the books of the New Tefta- , 
tnent, when I mentioned fuppofiticious. pieces under 
the name of Christ, fince there is none afcrib'd to 
Iiim in the whole Bible ; por do we read there that 
ever he wrote any thing, except once with his fin* 
ger on the ground *, when he acquitted the woman 
taken in adultery : And, for ought appears to the 
contrary, Mr. Blackhall may deny that to be 
any writing, becaufe he knows not what it wa$ } jet 
fym German divines, as weli read as hin^lf, have 
prefum*d to tell us the contents of it, and came 
aimoft to excommunicetkig one another in their 
folemn difputes about this weighty affair. To 
tkii negative argument from the iilence* of the 
New Teftamcnt, we may add the pofitive tefti* 

• John viii. 5. 

M mony 
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mony of St AuousTm and St. Jerom, whereof 
the former affirms, " That the Lord himfelf 
•* wrote * nothing, which makes it neceffary we 
•* Ihould believe thofe who have written of hira :** 
And riie latter fays, " That f our Saviour left no 
^^ volum of his own dodtrin behind him, as is ex- 
*^ travagantly feign'd in moft of the apocHryphal 
^ pieces/* 

Now to convince all the world that I did not in- 
tend by thofe pieces the books of the New Tefta- 
ment, as well as to (hew the ralhnefs and unchari- 
taUenefs of Mr. Blackhall's aflertion, I (hall 
here infert a large catalogue of books anciently 
afcrib'd to Jesus Chiiist, his apoftles,^ their ac- 
quaintance, companions, and contemporaries. Of 
thefe fom remain ftili entirely extant, which I fhall 
mark in their places. We have ieveral fragnients 
of others prefcrv'd by the fathers ; and all that is 
left us of the reft are only their bare titles. Icon- 
ftantly refer to the books wherein they are quoted^ 
that every body may inform himfelf of the faft. 
And after the catalogue is ended, I Ihall diftinguilh 
the books which the ancients laltedg*d as the genuin 
works of the apoftles or apoftolic men, from thofe 
Aat they rejefted as the forgeries of heretics ; which 
is a good argument however, that they Were re- 
ceived by fom party of Chriftians to countenance 

* Dicit Aagnftinus (dc Ccaifenfa Evatigcl. 1. i. c. 7.) qioi 
if)fe Dominus aihil rcripferit, ui.aliis is iSo fcriboittbus aecdfe 
fit credere. ^ . . 

f Salvator nullum volumen ^o£trinft fiiae propriom dereli-^ 
quit, quod in plerifque apochryphoruiQ deliramenta confingunt» 
Hieronym. in Commentar. ad Ezechielis, cap. 44. 

their 



tVelr opinloh^. Kext 1 d«frgh to namdthoft pieces 
of whofe fpuriotifncfs I ddubted, tho* their ^ifthorjty 
is iiiH recerv'd \ and fo tpAclude thiY tioitit "With 
fom material* ofcferrat;!orfs; - ^ ' i- 
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-<^ Catalogue of. Books mentioned, by . //&^ 
"Fathers and other Ancienj^ Pj^.rjfi^s^ 
a^ trufy or ffflfdy <^ml>id ta jfs.s u st 
CHib I g f, hit Afiofiks^ md'-'dtfskr 
emmmt'Fierfehs,; . ■ ^ j . . 









L Of Booh refonei u i^ ^Httm ifCHAT9T 

bimfelfy or that partuMtffi'fy £omerk him ^^ 
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•^^ King of Edcffa. Eufeb. Hift. Be^teC 1.- 1. 

c. 13. You may alfo confult Cedrenus^ NicephoruSy 

Conftantinus Porpip'Ogmiktns i» the Manipulus of 

Combefijius^ f. 79, &c. extant. 
%. fht k0le ofCbftft td Peter and PauL Auguftin; 

contra* Fataftum, I 28. c.,13. 
^. The Purai^esand Sermons of Cbrijf. Eufeb: Hift. 

EpCl. j. g^ C, 3Q.\. ., r 

4C Aliym 'whkh\hrifi' fe(xetly taught his' Apoftlei 
' ' MdTAfciftH: AUguftiq.'%ift.?5^. adCeretium 

• E()ifcopum. 

5. A, Book of the M^gic of Chrift, Auguftin. de 

• CoA^nAi evangefiCb, 1. 1. c. 9, i o. If it be not 

the &liie \rtth the Epiftle to Peter and Paul. 

Ma 6. A 
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^. A Book of tbi Nativity of our Savior ^ of tkf 
Holy Virgin bis Motberj and ber ACdwife. Gela* 
fius apud Gratianutn^ Decret. i. part Dift. 15. 
€.3. But I believe this is the iatne with the 
Gofpel of Janus ^ whereof in its due order. 

n. MART. 

« 

« 

t. An Epifik to Ignatius: which is now exunt 

among his works. 
%. Aiotber Epiftk to tbe Inbabitants of Medina : to 

be read among the fame Ignatius*% works. 
3. A Book of tbe Nativity of tbe Virgin Mzxy^ 

ufually pubiifh'd with St. Jerome'z works. 
4« Another Book about tbe Deatb of Mary, is faid 
\ by Lambecius to ly unpuUifh'd in the emperor's 

library, T. 4. p. i3.i. 
5. We ihall not infift on tbe Book of Mary concern^- 

if^ tbe Miracles of Cbrift^ and tbe Ring of Ki^g 

Solomon. . 

III. P EfE R. 

1. ne Gofpel of Peter. Origen. T. 1 1. Comment* 
in Mat. Hieron. in Catalog. Scriptor. Ecclef. 
c. I. Eufeb. Hift. Ecclef. I. j.c. 3, 25. Idem, 

' 1. 6. c. 12. ^ * 

2. Tbe ASls of Peter. Eufeb. Hift, Ecclef. 1. 3. 
c. 3. Hieronym. in Catalogo. Origen. Tom. 2 1. 
Comment, in Joan. Ilidorus ' Peluliota, 1. 2. 
Epift. 99. 

3. Tbe Revelation of Peter. Clem. Alex, in Epitom. 
Thcodot. Eufeb. Hift. Ecclef. 1. 3. c. 25. L 6. 

c* 14. 
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c. 14. Idenit 1. 3« c. 3. Hieron. in Caca<» 
logo, c. It Zozonien» Hift. Ecclef. L y. 
c. ig. 

4. ^ht Epiftle of Peter to Clemens, is ftill {hewn in 
the Mtbiopic language by the edlern Chriftians. 
Tilmont, Hift, Ecclef. Tom. x. part. 2. p. 497. 
And he has it from Cottkrius. The Epiftle of 
Clemens to James, is publiflx'd in the Ckmef^ 
tines. 

5. Tbe Do^ine of Peter. Origen, in prarfat. aid 
libros principiorum. Gregor. Nazian. eptft. 16. 
Eltas Levity tn notis ad Nazianzeni Orationem 
ad cives trepidantes. 

6. The Preaching of Peter (if it be not the fame 
with his doArin.) Origen. Tom. 14* in Joan. 
Idem, in prsefat. ad Libros principiorum. Clem. 
Alex. Stromat. 1. i. & 1. 6, &c. La^tant. 1. 4. 
c. 21. Autor lihri de baptifmo Hasreticorum 
inter opera Cypriani. Joan. Damafcen. L 2. 
parallel, c. i6. 

7. ^be liturgy of Peter, publifli'd by Lindanus at 
Antwerp in the year 1588, and at Paris^ Anno 

8. ^be Itinerary^ or Journys of Peter (mentioned by 
Epiphanius, Hsred 30. n. 1 5. and by Atbana^ 
fius in his Synopfis of the Scriptures ;) I 
believe to be the fame with the Recognitions 
of St. Clement ftill extant, wherein we have a 
very particular account of Peter^% voyages and 
performances. 

^. the Judgnufft of Peter. Hieronym« in Cata- 
logo, c. I. 

M 3 IV. AN- 
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,f, Xbc'CpJftl -of St, Andrew. Celaiius in Decjt- 

. 63^.47, .I'hUaftriMft iri;H«|f«f. 8,. (oiMf^ m 

t)ecretO( & Turribius Afturicenfis ap^d Paf- 

j cka&om (^i^K^i^ in^r <epi(H)la» JUeoQts m9gili> 
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V. yjMM^, 

;• ri'^ Qofp4 of Sf. JtmfPi ^r *^ ?rot90)iWi^on. 
Orlgen, Ton?. 11. CoffPWt;. JpMa*- B«pM- 
.H«ref. 30- n. ijg. p^aihju? AW9ch?». Cpm- 
oient, in ^c^F^men : ^ff^ba^iva i(noQ{i<|hp^ in 
npix% Allatii :ad EqftiitlvHin* . Mult4 f« hoc 
Evangelio mutuafle Gregoriun[t l^yil^pijinH f^i« 
to Jacobi nomine, ' mopoc Alli^iw ibi^^ T]>is 

. book U now in inai^fcQpt ^n th^ librwjr of 

Vienna^ as is faid by Lamedus^ !• 5. p. 130. 

• Facher &>»^ fays> 1ms h;^^ %n two if\anu$:iipt 

_ copies of it in the king\ Qf^i7^(W*> Kbrary. 

^ NquvaIU^ Oi/enmtidffSf, (^f • p^ 4, h wo pj Jptcd 

. by Nw^ apd ^9 by Qxyn4¥s 'm t^ ftrftiRolum 
of hi^ pr^hodowgyii^ ; . ;., . . 

tome of the Bibliotbeca Palrum^ %ti^4nit9. 4^no 

3, We mention'd before The Book of ^i.,Jzjoc%'^on^ 
cernin^ th Death of the Virgin Mary j but there 

. • ;j \ M want 
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want not reafons to believe Jobny and not JameSf 
to be the author of k. 

Vl. JOHN. '- 

• 

I. "TU AQs of St. John. Eufeb. Hift. Ecckf. I. j. 

c. %$. Epiphan. Hgeref. 47. n. i. Auguftin. 

1. I. contra adver&rios les^s & ptDphetarum. 

Tarribii Scriptam inter Epiftolas Leoais magni ; 

& i^iot. in codice, 229. 
t. Anodier Go^l xAJoJm. Epiph* Haaref. 30. 

n. %%. V 

3* ^be Itmera$fy9r Vcysges of St. John.. Gelafius 

in Decfeto* / \ -* 

4* ^e liturgy of St. John. Ic was together with 

feveral others printed ih Syriac at Rom. .$ee 

father Simon in his Supplement to Leo of Mo- 

dona. 
54 Wa ^pcke twice befoie of St. Jobn or St yatne/9 

Bo^ stout the Diutk of 4be Virgin Mary. 
6. The Tradtdona of St. 7^^^ Eufeb. Hift. 

EcdeC L 3. a uit% 

VIL PHILIP. . 

1. tbe GoJ^el of St. Philip. Epiphan, Hseref. 26. 
I). 13. Timbtheus Prefbyter a Combefifio edi" 
tus in tomo lecundo Auduarii. 

2. ^e ASs ef^t. P^p- Gelafius in t)ecreto. 



'ym, B 4 ^T HO LOMEfT. 

I, ^ Go^l if St.BarthUnfuim, .Picronym. in 
fr^l^RWf Coin. in.;Mat. ijipoyfiv? Arcopagita 
<k Myffica Theology qip. |. 

M 4 IX. rno- 
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IX. THOMAS. 

1. ^e Gojpel of St. Thomas. Origcn. in HomiK 
ad Luc. Eufeb^ Hift^ Ecclef. h 3. c. 25. 
Nitephor. in Stichomecria. Ambrof. in Com- 
ment, ad Luc. Auguilin. contra Fauftum, 
1. 22. c. 79. Cyril. Hierofoiym, Catcch. 4. 6. 

Gelafios in Decreto. 

» 

2. The ASs of St. Thomas. Epiphan. Hsref. 47. 
n. I. Idem, Haercf. 61. n. i. Auguftin. con- 
tra Adimant. Idem, 1. i. de feroione Dei, 
I(^m» contra Fauftum, 1. 22. c. 79. 

J. The Revelations of St. Thomas., Gdafius in 
Decrecot 

4. TJbe Itinerary of St. Thomas; Gelafius in De* 
creto. Nicephor. in Stichomecria* 

5. The Book of the Infancy of Chrifl by St^ Thomas. 
E|)iphan. Hsref. 34^ .n«' iS. ' Niccfphbr. in Sti- 
chometria. Gelaf. in Detrtto. Lambedus lays, 
that this book lies in manufcript in the library 
of Vienna^ Tom. 7. p. 2.0. . Father Simon writes 
that there is a manufcript copy of it in the 
French kingS XAizrj \ Nou^eiles Obfervations^ 
iSc. It was printed two years fince in Latin 

^nd -/^ra&V, with learned notes by MuSyke^ at; 

Utrecht. 

X. MAt^nBW. 

I. the Liturgy cf St. Matthew. Tom. 27. Biblio> 
thecx Patrum Lugdunenfis. ' Naulis Alex, in 
faeculo I. part. i. c. 11. an. i. Gerardus, 
Tom. 1. Conf. Cathol. Thcrt is alfo » Ifturgy 
attributed (o St, ilffTii;, 

XI, rHAI>- 
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XI. TH^DDMUS. 

I. The Go/pel of St. TbaJdMu. Gelafius in IkSo 
CFrto. , V 

xu. MjrrHiks. 

I. The Go/pel of St. Matthias. Origen, Homll, i* 

in Luc* Eufeb. Hift. Ecclcf. 1. 3. , c. ag. 
. Hierbnym. in prolegom. ad Comment, in 

Mat. Ambrof. in Comment, ad Luc. GelaC 

in Decreto. 
Z. The Tractions of St. Matthias. Clem. Altx. 

Stromat. 1. 7. 

XIIL PAUL. 

I. 'fhe j4Eh of St. Paul. Origen. 1. x. c. 2. de 
Principiis. Idem, Tom. ai. in Joan. Eufeb. 
1. 3. c. 3. Hift. Ectlef. c. 25. Philaftrtu8» 
rlscreL o8« 

t. The ASs of Paul and Tbecla. TertuUian. de 
BaptifmO) c. 17. Hieronym. de Script, Eccleil 
in Paulo & Luca. Auguftin. 1. 30. contra 
Fauftum, c. 4. Gelafius in Decreto. Nuper 
editus eft hie Liber Osionii. Epiphan. Ha^ref. 78. 
n. 1 6. Extant. 

$i The Epiftk of Paul to the Laodiceans. Tertul- 
lian adverfus Marcion. L 5. c. 17. Hieronym. 

, in Catalogo, c. 5. Philaftr. in Haeref. 88 i 
Theodoret Tom. 8. Haeref. 47. n. 9. & alibi. 
l^gjytur etiam Theophylaftus. Extant. 

4. A 
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4. A tbird Epifile of Paul to the Tbeffalonians. 

2 Thcf. 2. '4. 
^.^ ji third EpiftU to the Corinthians^ and a fecond to 
•- ^bi Ephefians. i Cor. 5. 9. • Epbef. j. j. 
6. Tbi Epiftks of Paul to Seneca^ with- theft of 

Senua to Paid. Hieronym. in Catalogo, c. it. 

Auguftin. tic Civile Da, 1. 6. -c. 10. Idem» 
. in Epift. 54* ad MacexloQium^ Eyt^nc* 
7/ fbe Rroelation of St. Paul. Epipban* Hg^rcf, 38. 

n* 2. Zo^omen. Hilt. Ecclef. I. 7. c. 19. 

Au^ftig* Tra^. 98. in Joan. Tbeophylaft. in 

SchoK ad 2. ad Corinth^ Mic. Glycaf. aonal. 

fartt %. Gelaf, in Decreto. Zozomen* Hift« 
xclef. L 7. €• 19. 
8. "The Preaching of St. Paul, Clem. Alex. 
Stromat. 1. 6. JLaAant. L 4. c. 21. Autor 
etiam Anonymus de nbn icerando Baptifmo^ ^ 
t ftigaltio in obibrvaciotoibas. «d Cypnaai)m in- 

fertus. 
. 19. Si. Paul's Narrativo conctrnipg ti>e f harming of 
Vipers J revealed to him. by St. Mickaei ift a Dfeam. 
Lambeeius faya, thdt thtrt ii now a manuicript 
of this book in the librgry of Vienna^ Tpm. 5. 
pi 103. 
s;o. The Anabaticon of Saint Panly wh^m be rflates 
aobat befaw wb^ be wasjmtcb*4 ftp hiff^ ifv third 
Heavens. Epiphan. Hseref, |8# a* 2.^. 
II. Some, would infer from bisowQi ^r4s« (bat 
be iRTOte 4 'Gofpel ; lu the Dogt, %9 hf* ^hen 
God Jbftll judge the Secrets of. Mftt l^ Offifi Jefus 
accordif^to wy Gojpel. Rom. z. i^« 
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XIV. Of the Gejpels of Judas Ifcariot, of Ere, und 

Abraham, &fr. 

I. That none.<^ the apoilles might be thought 
unable to write a gofpel, we find one alledg'd by 
ijaa Caiamtes^ z. fefl of the CmjUtSy under th^ 
Name of Jud^s Jfcariot. Epiphtin. Hsref. 38. 
Theodoret. 1. 1. de Haeret. Fabul. e. 15. 
%. Nor fliould we wonder at Juias^s beihg an au- 
thor, when we read of the prophetical ge^pel 
of Evcj whom the Gnojlics reckoned a patronefi 
' of their opinions, and to have received extrao^ 
. ^ary knowkdg and light in her conference 
. with the ierpent; ' Epiphan. Mm*ef. 26. n. 2. 
3/ Tht SeibiofUj another {on of Gno/tics^ iht^Aan 
' ^tfocalfpfi under the Nsm9 of the Patriarclt Jh^a- 
i imn ; not to mentiofi his learned pieces of aftro- 
'' ^S7' ^^^ ^ booka of Jdam beliered by the 
Jews. Epiphan. Hseref. 30. n. i€. Ifidor. 
. Felufioc. i. 2. Epift. 99. 
4« Thi Prophecy of Enochs which St. Jude quotes, 
' is ^r the-moft part ftill extant, and was beiiev'4 
to be genuin by feveral fathers, who allcdg it 
.. ra* defence of the C^riftian religion. Origen. 
contra Celf. 1. 5. Idem ^ Principiis. Tcrtul- 
. B>f|. de habitu Muliebri, c. 3, &c. 
ijp. S'Ae ftejlamont of the iwHve Patriarchs y the 
' ^/IS^aup^^ Mofosj the Book ofEldad and Me- 
i .'' JadfJke Pfi^lm of^Kinr Solomon^ the Revelation of 
Sbi^kaifj^ md tko Vyion of Iftiiab^ but I forget 
lh«r ;I Am- fie^i^g the fpurious books of the 
QMSiasmi Ah^cctot the Jews, who, when 

there's 
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there^s occafion* will afford as large a cata* 
logur. ' ' ^ • ^ : 

XV. Of tbi Gcjpels of the Hebrews and the Egyptians» 

with fom general Tieees. ' 

1. The Gofpet ef the twelve Apoftles. Origen. 
Homil. I. in Luc. Ambrof. in Prooam. Com* 
mentar* in Luc. Theophylad. Comment, in 
cap. I. V. r. fecuadum Lucam, &c. But 
this piece wai) I believe» originally the fame 
with 

2. ^be Gefpel of the Hebrews. Ignat* in Epift. ad 
Smyrnasos. , Clem. Alex. 1. i. Stromat. Origen. 
traft. 8. in Mace. Idem» Homil. 14. in Jercm. 
& in Comment, ad Joan. Epiphan. Hasref. 30* 
n. 13, 22, ifc. Hieronym. in Catalogo Script. 
Ecclef. c. 4. & alibi paflSm. This gofpel feveral, 
have maintained to be the original of St. Mat^ 
tbew. 

3. The Gofpel of the Egyptians. Clem. Rom. Epift. 2. 
ad Corinth, c. i2. Clem. Alex. I. 3. Stromat. 
Id. ibid. Origen. HomiL in Luc. Epiphan. 
Haercf. 62. n. 2. 

4. ^be Apojlles Creedj tho* of late years it begins to 
becalPd in queftiofl. 

5. The VoSlrine and CofiHtutum of the J^fiks. 
Eufab. Hift. EccleC 1. 3. c. 25. Athanaf. in 
Synopfi. Epiphan. Hasref. 80. n. 7. 45. n. 5. 70. 
n. ID. 75. n. 6. Idem in Compendiaria fidei 
expoiitioncy n. 22. Incertus de Aleatoribus 
inter Scripu Cypriani. There are ^lietx^ and 
Aiiw%axiet$t or do£txine99 both accributtid'to 

every 



every one of the apoftles fingly, and alfo to 
. their companions and immediat fucqeflbrs^ (oq 
long to infert particularly. Thefe do£lrins were 
bound with the other books of the New Tefta- 
. ment, as appears by the Sthbometry of Mcepiarus 
. and Anafiajius% tho' it was not always pretended 
that they were original pieces^ but rather collec- 
tions of what the companions and fucceflbrs of 
the apoftles either heard, or pretended to hear 
from their own mouths. 

6. We need not produce our authorities for tht 
Canons and Conjiituiions of the JpoftUsj fince fo 
many learned members of the church of England 
have written large volums to prove *em genuin. 

7. ^be Precepts cf Pcttr and Paul. " This book 
lies in manufcript In the great duke's library in 
Florence J if we believe Ludovicus Jacobus a SanAo 

. Carolo^ in hiis Bibliotheca Pontificia, L l.p. i;^/. 

8. The prefent t^optic Chriftians have a book. of 
dodlrins, which they believe was composed by 
the twelve apoftles, . with the alfiftance of St. 
Paul^ &c. 

J. tbe Gofpel of PerfeSlion. Epiphan. Hseref. z6^ 
n. 2. 

10. ^beASis of all tbe Apofiles^ written by tbemfelves. 
Epiphan^ Hseref. 30. vu iS. Ifidor. Peluf. 

] 1. 2. Epift. 99. Varadatus in Epift. ad Leonem 
^Imp. Tom. 4^ ConciL Labbaei, col. 978. Jo. 
« Malaldj Chronograph. I. x, 

11. T'be Itinerary of all tbe Apoftles^ as well as of 
,r every one of *cm fingly, was formerly extant 
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XVL €f the mUhss */ the Difdplu Mid Com- 

fofdtns of the ApoJHes. 

Ot the books aftribM to the difciplcs and corii- 
pftnions of the apoftles, ami which are ftilf ex- 
tttt, ibm are thought gemiin and of great au- 
thority at this time : Every one were approved 
•e ibm time, or by fom party : And yet I am 
of opinion, that it is the ealieft talk in the world 
{ntucK. to that of (hewing the ignorance and fu- 
perftitition of the writers) to prove them all 
fpuriousr, and fraudulently imposed on the cre- 
duloua^ Thofe I mean, are the £pifties of 
Ckmm Romsmts to the CorintbiurlSj his Rec)^ni^ 

• tidnt^ tkcrtttxhi and other picccs^ bearing his 
oatne: AH the Epiftles of J^fw/ia^ i TheEpiftIc 
of Fphfca^KS to rfie fbiHppiam^ with his other 
wiitiifg^-. The Atfts of the Martyrdom of Igna- 
tiui and' Pofycarpus ; The Paftor of Hermai ; 
ThtEfAfdetif Sttfnaiai i The Worits of ZJftf^Qr- 
^us the Areapagite \ The Epiftle of Mdralks^ 
Peter's Difeip^ CO Nemti- ^AcbiUms^ and 
his Trcatife of the Conflift of Peter and Simon 
Magus ; The Life of Saint Je^^Wi by Protborus i 
The Petition of^Vefbnieu to Herui on thei>«half 

' of Chrtst ; The Paffion of fimotby by P0ly 
aratei\ Tte Pafflonspf Pmt and Paul\ti two 
books by Linus ; The two Epifttei of Maftial 
of Limuftn^ and dte Life 6f the fame by Aitn- 
Uunu^ ; The Gofpel of Nicodemns ; The Hiftory 
of the Apoftolical Conflid): by Abdias^ who is 
faid to be appointed firft bilhop of Babylon by the 

apoftles i 
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apoftles ; The Paflion of Saint Andrew written 
'by the pfciBytfei^ df Avhi^^w^ : The Epiftki of 
Evoditts^ tmxt^xM^Tbe Ugbf ^ Tltit- khttttfi^ti" 
of Jafon and P^ifcks ; The Afla of Titus cotti**^' 
pos*d by Zena^ St. PauFs tompifiion, vfkh ** 
fnultitudfc o^ other afts ahid prions.- Tte- 
Gofpel of Barnaiiisy the RcTeliitkm i)f Pipkin; 
the Paflioh of BttmahdSj and; the Epiftltti' ^ 
7tfyj/)it the jlrfmathedn to the Britons^ are* quto 
l^ft ; and wire they extant, Would probably^ 
appear to be ais fbolifb and fabulous ta t^> 
reft, 

XYll. Of Pifca nlkd^'d in Favor of Cbrifiia^^. 
fvhuib were forged under tb^ N<me efjieaibens. 

1, Tilt V^otks of TfiffHegiftus ind Jfclepius^ Et- 
tant; 

2. The Bboks of Zoroaft^ ^tvA Bfftafpe^. 

^. The &'iJy//fl«' Oricfcs cited To frequently, ahd' 
with fuch authority, by the pdrfiitfve fatherSi 
that ^ Celfta takes occafion from, thence to nkk- 

; name the Chriftiatis Siiyllifis. Extent. 

4. The Letter of Pontius Pilai to Tiberius^ wtth 
the Speech of Tiberius to the Senat. Extant. 

j{. The Epiftte df I^»«/«j, giving a Defcription of 
the Perfoh of Cttftisr. Extant. 

6. The Epiftlcs or Orders of AdHdH^ -Antommd 
PiuSj'ixA Mtttcui Anreliusy in favor of the 
Chriftians. Exta,nt in Jufiin Martyr ^ &c. &€• 

&c; * 

• • • • * «. 

* Or^n. contr.Celf, 1. 5« 
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Hirb's a long lift for Mr. Blackhalli who, 
%U probabky will not think the more meanly of 
Umlelf for being unacquainted with thefe peces ; 
40r, if that were all, fhould I be forward to think 
the worie of him on this account : but I think he 
b CO bfatme for denying that there were any fuch, 
becaufe he knew nothing of 'em i much lefs Ihould 
he infer from thence, that I deny*d the fcri^ptures ; 
which fcandal however, becaufe manifeftly^ pro- 
ceeding from ignorance, I heartily forgive him, as 
every good Chriftian ought to do. 

To explain now therefore the (everal members of 
die pafiage in Milton's Life : In the firft place, 
by the fpurious pieces I meant, tho* not all, yet a 
gocid parcel of thole books in the caulogue, which 
I am perfuaded were partly forg'd by fom more 
zealous than difcreet Chriftians, to fuppl^ the 
brevity of the apoftolic memoirs v partly by de- 
figning men to fupport their privac opinions, which 
they hop'd to effcft by virtue of fucb refpcded au- 
thorities : And fom of 'em, I doubt, were invented 
by heathens and Jews to impofe on the credulity of 
many wel-difpos'd perfons, who greedily fwallow*d 
^ny book for divine revelation that contained a great 
many miracles, rxAxt with a few good morals, 
while their adyerfaries laught in their fleeves alt 
the while, to fee their tricks . fucceed, and were 
nvetted in their ancient prejudices by the greater 
fuperftition of fuch enthufiafts. 

In the fecond place, by the books of whole 
fpurioufnefs I faid the world was not yet convinc'd^ 
tho' in my privat opinion I could not think 'em 

genuin. 



A M V N r E. t79 

glKtluin, I meant thofe of the other great perfonst 
or the fuppos'd writings of certain apoftolic men 
(as they call *em) which are at this prefent, as well 
as in ancient times, read with extraordinary venera- 
tion. Arid they are the epiftlc of Barnabas, jthc 
paftor of Hermas, the epiftlc of Polycarpus to 
iht PbilippianSy the firft epiftle of Clemens Roma- 
Nus to the Corinthians^ and the feven epiftlcs of 
Ignatius. Thcfe are generally received in the 
church of Rotn^^ and alfo by moft proteftants; 
but thofe of the church of England have particu^^ 
larly fignaliz'd themfelves in their defence, and by 
publifliing the corrcfteft impreflions of them. The 
ancients paid them the higheft refpedb, and reckoned 
the firft four of 'em efpecially, as good as any pare 
of the New Teftament. The Epiftle of Barnabas 
is by * Clemens Alexandrinus, and Origen, 
not only reckoned, genuin, but cited as fcripture ; 
tho* he fays in exprefs terms. That the Apoftks^ 
before their Converfion^ were the greateft Sinners in 
Nature \ which, if believed, would rob us of an 
argument we draw from their integrity and fimpli- 
city againft infidels, to fay nothing now of the 
many other ridiculous paflages in Barnabas. The 
paftor, Qv vifions, precepts, and iimilitudes of Her- 
mas (who is fuppos'd to be the perfon mentioned 
by Paul in his Epiftle to the Romans) is cited 
as Canonical Scripture by -f iRBNiCus, Clemens 
Alexandrinus^ Qricbn, and others, and was 

* Stromat I. 2. & 5. contra Celf. 1. i . de Princip. 1. 3. 

f Adverf. Haeref. 1. 4.. c. 3* Stromat 1. i. 2. 4. 6. Princip. 
L I. c. 3. 1. 2. c. I. HomU. 10. inHof* ^.s^ibipafliiiK 

N for 
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for fuch rcceivM by fev^rs^l churches, tho? 1 think 
it the fillyeft book in the world. The £piftlc of 
PoLYCARPU5 (the fuppos'd difciplc of St. John) 
was read in the churches of Afta^ and is quoted 
by • iRENiEus, EusEBius and others. The Epiftlc. 
of Clemens Romanus (whom they would have, 
to be the fame that's mentioned by Paul in his 
Epiftle to the Pbilippians) is cited by f InENiEus, 
Clemens Alexandr,inus,Origen,Eusebius, and 
others. The Epjftles of Ignatius arc quoted by 
iRENiEus J, EusEBius, with fevcral Hiorej but par- 
ticularly by II Origen, who fays, that in one of 
'em he found it very elegantly written, That the 
Virginity of Mary was a Secret to the Devils which 
Virginity §, with her Delivery ^ and the Death of our 
Lordy Ignatius fays^^ were Three famous Myfteries 
wrought in the Silence of God^ Thefe words may 
bb now. read in the epifUe of Ionatius to the 
Mphejiafu. Now thefe are the bopks of whofe 
genuinnefs^ and authority I took the liberty to 
doubt, nptwithftanding the better opinion which 
is entertain'd of 'em by others. My prefent bufi- ^ 
nefs is not to infift on tiiis fubjed^ but to clear ray 
felf of an imputation, which I thought no body 

* L; I. contr. HaereC Enfeb. H!ft. EcdeH L 4. c. 14. ' Phot 
cod. 126* 

t ContraHsr^f. 1. 3* c. ^ Gtromat. L 1,4, ;, & DePHncip* 
L 2. HlfL Ecclef. L 3. c. 16, 36* 1. 4. c 22, 23. 

I Contra H^bt^. 1. 5. €« 28^ Hift. Eodef. L 3. c 36. 

II Homil. 6. in Luc. 

f "ZXABt T^ «fx^'^^ '^^^ alSfo^ roirov i wa^ttia lia^ioff Mai 

K^xvyriq iruM It n^vx^f 9tw lr(«;^G«, If, 4utEfhe/, 

could 



tixddiflfdc from my words. Yet fince many were 
JeFs kno)^ng than limagin^i, tho' Mr. Blackhall 
alono has the candor df publiOitng his weaknefs to 
rfie world, I affure *em all that I alluded to thefe 
books ;- and I hope they will be juft enough in 
allowing me beft to explain my own meaning, and 
prove fo tender of their own reputation, as to con* 
fiderwell of it, before thfcy cenfure me another time. 
' But tho' I will not, as I faid, enter now into 
a^particular diicuffion of thefe writings, yet I (hall 
offer one thing to the confideration of their defen- 
ders; Either they really believe the Epiftles of 
Barna]»A5 and Clemens (for example) to be theirs, 
or to be fuppofltitious. If not theirs, there's a 
fpcedy end of the difpute^ and I have attained my 
end without more ai^umentation. But if they 
think *em genuin, why do they * not receive *em 
into the canon of the (criptureSj fince they were 
the companions and feitow laborers of the apoftles^ 
as well as St. Mark or St. Luke ? If this quality 
was fuificient to entitle the two laft to infpiration, 
why fliouM if not do as*' much for the two firft ? 
And if this 'Be not all thereafoh, pray let us know 
the true one, having never heard of any other. 
To. fay, that tbo* the books are authentic^ yet they 
targkt not: to be received now into the canon, be- 
cattfetthe anciei>t^did not think fit to approve *em, 
is bad amere evafion : For 'tis well known, that 
tiiliafter £us£Bit^s'« tirrtei neither the fecond Epiftle 
ofTEfTBR, nor that iDf Jaji^es, or Jude, with fom 
oibeny Wer6 approved as canonical ; and yet they 
wbre allepw^rds re^erv'd hf the whole church. 
Wherefore then njay not we as well at this time 

li Z eftablilh 
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eftabU(h the Epiftles of Clemens and Barnabas^ 
if they be undoubtedly theirs, which I ihall be 
perfuaded their patrons believe^ when they quote 
'em as fcripture, and then I know where to have 
them, and how to deal with 'em. But of this enough. 
I SAID above, that by the fpurious pieces I 
meant only a great part of the books which are 
recited in the catalogue ; for others of *em do not 
feem to deferve fo mean a rank : and I am fo far 
from rcjefting all thofe books of the New Tefta- 
ment which we now receive, that I am rather Ibli- 
citous left, as in the dark ag^s of popery, thofe 
we commonly call apocryphal books, were 
added to the Bible, fo at the fame time, and in 
as ignorant ages before, feveral others might 
be taken away, for not fuiting all the opini- 
ons of the ftrongeft party. Nor is it unworthy 
obfervation, that moft of thefe books are con« 
demn'd by the decree of pope Gelasxus, How 
many true and fpurious gofpels or hiftories of 
Christ were extant in St. Luke's time, God 
knows I but that there were feveral may be evi- 
dently infer'd from his own words, who tells 
Theophilus*, that many had undertaken the fame ^ 
work before him, and, as if he alluded to fom 
fpurious relations, aflures him, that he'll write 
nothing but what he receiv'd from fuch as had a 
perfeft knowledg of thofe matters from the begin* 
ning. That there fhould be firft and laft, but juft 
the number of four, I never heard of any that 
went about to demonftrat, except Iren^vs the 
fam*d fuccellbr of the apoftles ^ and he pofi- 

* Luc. i. I, 2, J. 
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tivcly ♦ affirms, that there cannot be more, nor 
fewer than four gofpels : " For, fays he, there 
** be four regions of this world wherein we live, 
*• with four principal winds, and the church is 
** Ipread over all the earth : But the fupport and 
'^ foundation of the church is the gofpel, and the 
** fpirit of life : Therefore it muft follow, that it 
*^ has four pillars, blowing incorruptibility on all 
** fides, and giving life to men." Then he corrobo- 
rats his argument from the four cherubims, and the 
four faces ip Ezbkiel's vifion -f, to wit, of a lyon, 
an ox, a man, and an eagle; which is the reafon, 
by the way, why the four evangclifts are painted 
with thefe emblems in the Mafs-Book and in our 
Common-PrayV^Book. So he concludes at lad, 
** That they are all vain, unlearned, and impu- 
** dent, who after this would aflcrr, that there 
•* were more or fewer than four gofpels." Where 
we may obferve, that Mr. Blackhall has the 
warrant of an ancient father for giving hard names 
to fuch as contemn precarious reafoning : And in«- 
deed it is but too manifeft to be deny*d, that no 
order of men have more violated the rules of de- 

* Firma k vera eft noftra ie illis oftentio ; neque autem plura 
numero quam haec funt, neque rurfus, pauciora capit efl^ evan* 
gelia* Quoniam enim quatuor regiones mundi funt in quo 
funiU8» & quatuor principales fpiritus, k difTeminata eft eccleita 
fnper omnem terram ; columna autem 6c firmamentum ecclefiae 
eft evaagelium 8e fpiritus vita; } confequens eft quatuor habere 
earn colomnas ondique flantes incorruptiDilitatem, Sc vivificantes 
homines^-^His igitor iic fe habentibus vani oo^nes Se indodi, 
U infuper audaces, qui fruftrantur fpcciepi evangelii : & vel 
plures ^uam di€t^ funt, vel rurfus pancior^s. inferant perfonas 
rvangelii. Advfrfiu Hart/. 1, 3. vi« 

t £z9k.vL 6, 1 p. 
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cency and civility in that writings, than thole 
whofe buHnefs it is to teach others moderation, pa^ 
tience, and for^vcncfs ; nor was there ever any 
caufe more defended by the dint of calumny thaa 
that of religion^ which leafi needed it of any 
other. . ' . 

Several of thefe book^ whereof I noWf^Jtrea^t, are 
quoted to .prove important points of the Chriftian 
religion by the moft ce;Iebrated fathers, as of equal 
authority with thofe we now receive ^ and tho 
teftimony of thefe fathers was the principal reafon 
of eftablifhing thefe in our prefent capoi^ .^4. ^^ 
ftiH alledg'd to that purpofe by all that write in 
defence of the fcriptures. Of fo much weig^ is 
this teilimony, that Eusebixjs * rejeds the afb, 
gofpe), preadiing^ and revelation of Peti^ fron^ 
^ being authentic, for no other reafon, but'becaule n« 
ancient or modern writer (fays he) has quoted 
proofs out of them. But herein Ev^^rius ^aa 
jniftaken ; for the contrary appears by the teflii* 
monies markt in the catalpg^e, and which any 
body may compare with the originala. In 31^ 
xher, place he f fays, Xha^ the gol^ls of Peter,^ 
Thomas, Matthias, and fuch like, with the 

* T«Ti rSv I'/rMixXiiiiMfUf airov m^dituv, ua) to tear* airor 
xaAovfuW aV9X»Xv^ap ovr oAat; it «aOo^aeo^( lo'i^u vct^a^i" 

1.3. C.3. 

xai TAW il»in «Vdro^M v^a^ik, tSw (fvih ov^afiv^ if ^vyFi^dfi^ 

acts 
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• a^s of ANDRfew, John, and the other apoftles, are 
fporious, ^btcaufe no ccdefiaftic wrirer, from the 
time of the apoftles down to his own, has vouch- 
faPd to ^abte them, which is abfolutely falfe of 
fom, as*we have already fhewn. So that Mr. 
BlackH'All is not the only man, I find, who 
makes ,h:s own reading the rheafure of all truth ; 
arid a thoufand to one but no^ he jliftififes this 
praftice, fihce he cin prove it from antiquity, and 
be has got tihe authority of fo great a father on his 
fidt. Had EusiBius found any of tbefe pieces 
kited b^\he pifecedent orthodox writers, he Ivoyld 
have oWnM riiem afi the genuin produftions of the 
a|)oftles, -and admitted them (as we fay) into the 
canon ^ but having met no fuch citations, he pre- 
fcntly cAwrluded there wire ffone, which made him 
rejed: th:<!)Nfe books : And, I* fay, what I have already 
cjetnonflratcd, that proofs were quoted out of fom 
of 'em }6t^ 'btefore, fo that they might (till belong 
to the canon for all Eusebius. 
^^ To thefft confiderati6ns two •obje6kioris may per- 
haps hh made. Firft, h h tanlikeiy, they'll fay, 
thatEusEBiufe fhoufd not -have read the ancients ; 
nay, tSiat the contrary appears by his many cita- 
,iiotis but of them^' and that conifequently thole 

¥^^^pk)rlcs 0^ the f4thit*s, whidi we hat^e now in out 
^larids^, -are ntft the lame 'vihich wtere read in his 
'time^ <fr that )tt Icaft tlicy are ftrangely adiulterated, 
and fiiH of iriterpohttoii. With all my heart : 
But then* tet ^ us not be urgM by thteir authority ih 
other points no more tban in this, fince in one 
thii^.they iiDayas well be altered and corrupted as 
in another J and indeed, by a common rule of 

N 4 equity 
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equity (being found changed in fom places) they 
ought to. be fo reputed in ^11 the reft, till the con- 
trary be evidently provM, 

The fecond objeftion is. That altho' thcfe 
pieces have bin acknowledged to be the writings of 
thofe apoftles whofe names they bear, at certain 
times, and in fom churches, yet they were ex- 
prefly rejcded by others. To this I anfwer. That 
there is not one fingle book in the New Teftament 
which was not refused by fom of the ancients as 
unjuftly father*d upon the apoftles, and really 
forg'd by their adverfaries; which as no body 
thinks it now a good reafon to difapprove them, fo 
J fee not how it fhould any more conclude againft 
my opinion. But becauie the various fe<^s of 
thofe early days did, like us, condemn one another 
for damnable heretics*, and the admitting or re* 
fufing, the framing or corrupting of certain books, 
were fom of the crimes which were mutually im«- 
puted, I ihall now infift only on the Epiftle to the 
Hebrew4% that of James, the fecond of Peter, 
the fecond and third of John^ the Epiftle of JuDEi 
?nd the Revelation. Thefe fcven pieces were a 
long tin^e plainly doubted by the * ancients, par- 
ticularly by thofe whom we eftcem the foundeft 
part ; and yet they are received (not withput con* 
vincing arguments) by the moderns. Now, I 
iay, by more than a parity of reafon, that the 
preaching and revelation of Peter (for example) 
were received by the ancients, apd OVg^t not there- 

* Let the third and twenty.fifth chapters of the EccIeiiafHcal 
Hiftory oi Buftkust lib. 3. be confolted, w|tb Wl^t St. Jinm^ 
fcgs Wfitfei^ Oft ^% im% ittbjeft, 

fori 
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fere to be rejefled by the modems, if the approba* 
uon of the fathers be a proper recommendation of 
any books. 

The council of Laodicean which was held about 
t&ree hundred and fixty years after Christ, and is 
the firfl: afiembly wherein the canon of fcripture 
waseftabliiht, could not among fo great a variety 
of books as were then abroad in the world, certain- 
ly determin which were the true monuments of the 
^x>ftles, but either by a particular revelation from- 
heaven, or by credidng the teftimony of their an* 
c^ors, which was always better preferv'd and con- 
veyed by writing than by oral tradition, the moft 
uncertain rule in nature, witnefs the monftrous fa* 
bles of papifts, rabbins, Turks^ and the eaftern na- 
tions both Chriftians and idolaters. But of any ex- 
traordinary revelation made to this council we heai^ 
not a word ; and for the books I defend, I have 
the fame teftimony which is ufually alledg'd in the 
behalf of others. However, I (hall not be too 
hafty to make a final decifion of this matter witlv 
my felf, left I incur the dreadful curie which the 
author of the Revelation * pronounce^ iagainft fucl^ 
as (hall add or take away from th^t book. Let 
Mr* Blackhall be alfur'd, that if he muft needs 
have me to be a herdtic, I am not unteachable, tho* 
I would not have it reputed obftinacy if I fhould 
not furrender without fatisfadory reafons. Inftead 
therefore of cenfuring and calumniating (which 
ought not to be reckoned virtues in any order of 
)pen, and leaft of all in, the minifters of the gofpel) 

^ Rev.xxii. 18, 19* 
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let fuch as arc better cnlightcnM endeavor td cic- 
nicat the erroneous oirt of thefe or the like difli- 
cultics, that they may be able to diftinguifh truiy, 
^tsd that in fuch an extraordinary number of books^ 
all pretending equally to a divine origin, they taxf 
have foQi infallible marks of difcerning the pro- 
per rule, left they unh^pily miftake the falfe one 
£or the true. 

How neceffary it h to have the canon of fcrip* 
tfure fet in its due light, we may learn frotp 
the ancient as well as our, modem unbeliever, ^ 
Celsus * exclaims againft the too great liberty 
which the Chrifthms (as if they were drunk, fays 
he) took of changing the firft writing of thb 
gpSptl three, or four, or more times, that fb they 
might deny whatever was urg'd againil 'em as rt^ 
iraded before. Nay, as low down as St. Au« 
ouOTw's time, was there not a very xronfkldrablel 
fe^ of the Chriftians diemfelves, I ftiean the 
Manicb^eans^ who fbewed other fct^fitufes, and 
denyM the gerftiiftnefs of the whole New Ttfta- 
ment. One <rf thefe call'd Faustu^s, after View- 
ing that his adverfaries difaj^rovM of ftvtxA 
things in the Old Teftament, thus potfues liis f ar-" 

gAinfient: 

* Ttfftf r£r virtvitrtit ^iffu (Ks^tfo^) «^ lit §U6ni iUorr«$ «k f^ 
tptrdf»% aJroKy f*i7ax« parlor t« rq( mgvrvi^ 7^«^?f to tvaryi' 

¥s^ 'reJf t>Jy)itPi d^ua^i, Origeiu 1. )• conta Celf, 

f Solios £lit patatis teftamentum ton pocuiffc corrvnipi ; fo« 
lum non habere aliquid quod in fe debeat impfobari : prsefertim 
^Qod nee ab iplb fcriptum confiat, ndp at) ejus apoftblis: fed 
longo poft tempore a quibufdam incerti nominis viris, qui, n^ 
fibi non haberetar fides icribentSras qnae flefcirent, partim apo* 
itolorom nomina, parom eomm qui apoftolos fecuti viderentur, 

f^ptorup 
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gumeot : '^^ You think, fays, he, i^«t of all books 

V in the world, ihe tcilament /of the fon only 

" cpuld not be corniprcd, thjM: k atone con- 

^' tarns nothing ^ich ought to be dHkilowM'; 

^' efpe(;iaUy when it appears, that it was neither 

** written by hinifctf nor his apQftles, but a long 

tinje after by certain obfcure iperfons, who, left 

po credit (hould be given to the ftofies they told 

of what they could not know, did prefix td 

their writings -partly the natn^ ^f the ^oftles, 

and (par;tly of thofe who fucceeded the apoflles ;' 

affirA)i{^ that whfkt they Wrodstbemfelves was 

wra^n by thek: Wherein they feem to me 

(cofitin^uea he) IK> hav^e bin the nfiore hauidufly 

injurious to the fj^ciplesof Chrift, by attributing 

to them what ckey wrote themfelye^ A^ difibnanc 

a^ repugnant s and that they pveteDded !ca 

'' widte thofe gp|>dis ^uinder their na^es^ .whicharc 

^^ fo £M of miftak^, of <Qiieradi(5Wy rebdohs 

^^ and opinions, that they, are Hekher coherent 

f < Ylkh themfelves, Mr conftftem With o|ie. aiiother. 

What is this thevefoi^ but to throw a calumoy 

on^ good men, i^tid to fix the 4ocu(atton of dif« 

cord on the unanimous ^iety of Chuist's 

dii^:»(pk$ ?" The famfe Faustus a little, after 

accufes his adverfaries, who had power enough ta 

icriptomm faorom fiontibus indideruBt,, aflbverantes iecoadmi 
i^ fe tcripfiiTe mx fctipiermt. Quo magis ndfd videator ii^oTta 
pwi aifixift dikipalos Chriftif quia qme dtflopa iidem ^ npi^ 
jumtia^bi fcribttreat, ea feferrent ad ipfoa* 6c fecnodiun «08 Jhk 
fcribeire fe promittereotur ^vangsdki, quae taAtkiinttiei^rta^iTOii- 
bus, tantis oontrarietatilMis nairadonmn ^inal ae> feMMndamn, 
«t B«c iibi poorfasy Ifccc uiter feconvenianu Quid drao aHod oft 
.^iam«^uQiiiii9'i bonpft» ^ Cbrifti difinpujonkmcoioordeni comaa 
\fi crimen devocarc difcordis* Augujlin. contra Faufi. 1. 32. c. £• 
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be counted orthodox, in thefe exprefs words : 
** Many * things were foifted by your anceftors 
" into the fcripturcs of our Lord, which, tho* 
^' marked with his name, agree not with his faith. 
^^ And no wonder, fince^ as thofe of our party 
•' have already frequently proved, thefe things 
*' were neither written by himfelf nor his apoftles : 
•* but feveral matters after their deceafe were picked 
** up from ftories and flying reports by I know not 
•* what fet of Hzif-Jews ; and thefe not agreeing 
^* among themfelves, who neverthelefs publilhing 
^* aU thefe particulars under the names of the 
*^ apoftles of the Lord, or of thofe that fucceeded 
*' them, have feign'd their own lyes and errors to 
** be written according to them.** 

Since therefore the Manicb^ans rejeAed the 
whole New Teftament, fince the Ebionites or 
NazarenSj (who were the oldeft Chriftians) had a 
different copy of St. Matthew's gofpel, and the 
MardomfeSy had a very different one of Sit* Luke's; 
iince St. John's was attributed to Csrinthus, all 
the Epifties of St. Paul were deny*d by fom, a 
different copy of 'em fhewn by others ; and that 
the feven pieces we mention'd before, were re- 
je&ed a long time by all Chriftians^ almoft with 

* Multa a majoribas vefiris eloquiis Domini noftri inferta 
verbz €mu Quae nomine fig^ata ipfius cum ejus fide non con^ 
gnumt ; prsfertim quia, at jam fiepe probatum a nobis eft» net 
ab ipfb haec funti nee ab ejus apoftolis fcripta : led multa poft 
eonun aiTumptipnem i neicio qnibas, te ipfis inter fe non ooneor* 
dandbus Semijudaeis, per famas opinione^ue comperta innt. 
Qui tamen omnia eadem in apoftoloram Domini confeirentes 
nomina, vel eorum qui fecud apoftolos yiderentur; tnorea ac 
mendacia fua iecundom eos fe fcripfiiTr mendd font. Anguftin^ 
ibid. L 33* c 3* 

univerfal 
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univcrfal confent, it had much more become Mr. 
Blackhall^s i^oiisffion to appear better acquainted 
with thefe things^ and commendably to fpend his 
time in preventing the mifchievous inferences 
which heretics may draw from hence, or to remove 
the fcruples of doubting but fmcere Chriftians, 
than fo publicly to vent his malice againll a man. 
-that never injured him, and who appears fo little 
to deierve the imputation of incredulity, that his 
fault (if it be any) does rather confift in believing 
more fcripture than his adverfaries. 

What need had Mr. Blackball to inform 
that auguft affembly how little he knew of the 
hiftory of the canon ? A hiftory of the grcateft 
importance, as well as containing the mod curious 
enquiries ; and without an exafi: knowledge where- 
of it is not conceivable that any man can be fit to 
convince gainfayers, or to demonftrat the truth of 
the Chriftian religion, which, I fuppofe, he wil| not 
think fit to deny is one of the principal duties of a 
minifter. How little foever he knew before, he 
cannot be ignorant any longer that there were a 
multitude of other pieces attributed to Christ 
and his apoftles, befides thofe now receivM by the 
whole Chriftian church. He might at his leifure 
have learnt fo much from the fathers, or at lead 
from others that had ftudy'd 'em.; fuch as Rivet, 
father Simom, Du Pin, Ittioius, Dr. Cave, 
Ernestus Grabius, who has lately publifh'd fom 
of thofe fragments at Oxfcrdj and feveral others ; 
cho' be has occaIion*d me to prefent him now with 
a much larger catalogue than was publiih'd by any 
of theie. J could add more not there mentioned, 

and 
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and' other authorities fw thofe which are them : hut 
I have already don more than enough t^ prove a 
thing, whereof^ dlL the laft' thirtieth of ^^itiiiM Z 
thought few laymen wholly ignorant, > m<ach lefs 
^ny one of the clergQ^* Indeed I never thought die 
hiilory of our canon fo impartially handled, or lb 
fully cleared as a matter of fuch great importance 
deferves ; and I defpajr of Mr. Blackhall's 
giving the world any fatisfa&ion in thdr doubts 
concerning it. But I hope fom abler perfon of his 
order may particularly write on this fubjeft ; which, 
if I fee neglcAed alfo by them, I fhall think it no 
intrufion on their ofEce to undertake it my felf : 
and if I ever write it; I promife it ihaU be the 
faireil htilory, and the only one of that kind that 
ever appeared *, for I (hall lay all the matters of fa& 
together in their natural order, without making 
the leaft remark of my own, or giving . it a color 
in favor of any feA or opinion, leaving all the 
world to judge for themfelves^ and to build what 
they pleafb with thofe materials I (ball furniik 'em, 
* I CONCLUDE this point with one obfervation, to 
fliew with what, malice I am treated by fom peof^, 
while others pafs with them for the moft orthodox 
men in the world, who nave faid infinitiy more in 
plain and direct words, than they could infer with 
*all their art from a few exprelfions of nfnne, and 
which the moft ignorant of my adverfaries tould 
make no, more than iniinuation at the worft. I 
talkt of fpurious pieces, and have now a& well 
0iewn what thoie pieces were, as put a diftinSaoa 
between^ 'em, and fuch as I thought genuine But 
let us hear what a perfi»& &ys, . wiio, . were he aa 

much 
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cpuch g^£p: to the world as maay of' his frien^s^ 
would make 4 moreconfiderable figure, confidering- 
I^ great ( fervioe^.tOr the national church, and the* 
re^edt he reciprocally receives from it ; I mean' 
the famou3 Podw&ll, who s^opei tho* a laymis^n^ 
underftands as miich of ecclefiaftic hiftory as t^he- 
djvinesof all churches put together. His words 
are thcfc : * *' The canonical writings lay con- 
cealed in the coffers of privat churches or 
perfons, tiU the later times of Trajan j or 
rather perhaps of A d r i a n ^ fo that they 
could not coQi to the knpwledg of the church. 
For if they h^^d bin publilh*d, they ww*d* 
** have bin overvyhelm'd undqr fuch a multitude- 
** as were thep. of apocryphal and fuppofititious- 
*' books, that a new elimination and a new tefti* 
** Hiony vfovild be neccfl^ry to.diftinguifli'em from 
*• thefe falijc ones. And it is fronx. this new tefti- 
•^ mony. (whereby the g§quin. writings of the 
** a^poftles weire diftiflguifl^'d. from the fpurious- 
" pieces wbich^ wcR| und^r: their names) that de* 
*' pcnds^al) the authority which the truly apoftolic 
** writings have formerly obtained, or which they 
•' have at: pcefcat in the datholic church, . But thii 

" frefh. 

^i LatUabaat ui^ue ad recentiora ilia, feo Trajani, fea etiam 
fbrtafle-Hadriam tetppora^ in privatarum eeclefiarum, (eu etiam. 
homdnom rcrimis.4bi?if>ta ilia canonica, ne ad ecclefis catholicae^ 
nptxtiam perveniretit* Aut ii in pablicam fort^ffe prodiiilent, 
adhac tamen tanta- fcnptorum apoeryt^orum, pfeudepigrapho<^ 
riimque« tarba obraebantur, at ab iis internoici non poiIent»' 
qnii^ novo op«6 e^BC ^^camlne, novoque teftimonio. £t ab illo' 
ncnro^teftimoaio, quofadom eft at ab apocryphis falfoque apofto* 
lorapi nqmine- infignitis fcripta eorum genuina diflinguerentury ; 
pendet otnnis illii qaam deinceps obtinebant, Sc quam hodi^qtie' 
4»tK2nent>in-ecckfia catholicafcri|>ta vera apoftolicai authontas:' 

Atqui 



194 A M V N t R. 

•* frelh atteftacion of the canon is fubjedt to thtf 
•* fame inconvcniencies with thofe ' traditions of 
^* the ancient perfons that I defend, aitd whom 
*^ IkevMvs both heard and faw: for it is equally 
*' diftant from the original^ and could not be 
•* made, except by fuch only as had reacht thofe 
•• remote times. But 'tis very certain, that be- 
*' fore the period I mention'd of Trajan's time, 
** the canon of the facred books was not yet fixt, 
•* nor any certain number of books received in the 
♦• catholic church, whofe authority muft ever after 
** ferve to determin matters of faith ; neither were 
•* the fpurious pieces of heretics yet rejcfted, nor 
•* were the faithful admonilht to beware of them 
*' for the future. Likewiie the true writinss of 
^' the apoftles us'd to be fo bound up in one volum 
^^ with the apocryphal, that it was not manifeft by 
**^ any mark or public cenfure of the church, 
•* which of *em Ibould be prefer'd to the other* 
*• We have at this day certain moft authentic cc- 
^^ lefiaftrc writers of thofe times, as Clemens 

^^ ROMANVS, 

Atqui recentior 3b canonis atteilatio lifdem etat incommodis 
obnoxia^ quibus & noftrae ienum, quos vidit Irensus aadivitqae* 
tfaditiones : erat enim ilia tanto intervallo ab origine renota, 
iiec ploriam efle potent aaam comin qui etiam remotiora ilia 
tein|K)ra attigerant. Atqui certe ante illam epocham, qoam dxn 
Trajaniy nomlum conftitutus eft librorum iacroram amoDf nee 
receptas aliqois in ecdeiia catbolica libronim ceitus noaerns^ 
qoos deinde adhibere oportuerit in facris fidei cauiis dijodicandis, 
nee rejefU haereticorum pieudepigraphi, moniti?e fideles, at ab 
eoram ufa deinde caverent Sic aatem vera apoftolorum fcripta 
com apochrypbis in iifdem voluminibua compingi folebant, ut 
nulla prorfus nota ant cenfura ecdeiiae publica conftatet qiiae qui- 
bos eifent anteferenda. Habemus hodieque horam temporosi 
icriptores eccleiiafticos laculentiffimos Clexnentem Romanum, 

Barna- 
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*^ ROMAKOS, BaJCNABAS, HbRMAS, loWATtUS, 

** and PoLYCARPus, who witotc in this lame or- 
^* der wherein I have.nam'd 'em^ and after all the 
•* other writers of the New Teftamcnt, except 
" JuDE and the two Johns. But in Hermas 
** you Ihall not meet with one paflagev or any 
" mention of the New. Teftament : Nor in all th^ 
reft is any one of the evangelifts . called by his 
own name» And: if fbmtimes they cite any 
paiTages like thoie we read in our gofpels, yet 
you'll find 'em fo much chang'd, and for the 
mod: part fo interpolated, that it cannot hi 
known whether they produced them 6ut of ours, 
or fom apocryphal gofpels : nay, they forhtimeit 
^' cite pa0ages, which it is moft certain are not iii 
*' the prefent gofpels. Prom hence therefore it ii 
*' evident, that no difference was yet put by thd 
^,^ church between the apocryphal and canonical 
books of the. New Teftament; eipecially if it 
be conlider'd^ that they pafs do cenfure cm tht 
apocryphal) nor leave any mark whereby the 

** reader 
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Barnabam, Hermam> Ignatibm, Polycarpuihi qui hoc nimlruA 
Jcripfejriotit 4uo illos nominavi ordine, omnes refiquis novi tefta^ 
menti fctiptis (exceptis Judae^ k Joannis utnuique) juniores* At 
novi teitamenti in Henna ne quidem immm locum inveheris* 
Apud reliquos ne unom quidem evangdifbun nomine fuo com<^ 
pellatum* £t ii quos locos forte prolcrant quibus ilmilia in 
nofbis leguntur cvangelils ; ita tamen illos motatos ut plurimum 
interpolatofque rcpenesi ut fciri nequeat an h noftris illoB, an ex 
ialiis produxerint apocryphis evangeUiSk Sed Se apocrypha adhi* 
bent iidem dicjuoties, que certum eft in hodiernis non haberi 
evans;eliis. u t mde cpnftet nullum adhuc inter apocryphos cano* 
lucoique novi tefbunenti libros conftitutum efle ab ecclefia diicri> 
inen, prsefertlm & Si ilia quoque accedac obfervatio quod cen- 
furam Jiullam apocryphis adjongant ; fed nee aliam aliquam no- 
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reader might difcorn diac i^y attributed lefs 
authority to the (puidouA (han Co the genuin 
gdfpels : from lirhenoe it may reafonably be 
fu^fted^ that if they cite fomttmes any pai^ 
£lgcs conformable to oiirsv it was not don thro^ 
any certain defign, ds if dubious things were to 
be coofirmM only by the canonical books ; ^ as 
it is very poflitrie that both thofe and the like 
paSages may have bin borrowed from other 
.goipels befides thefe we now have. But what 
*^ need. I mention books that were not canonical ? 
*^ when indeed it does not appear from thofe of 
^* our canonical books which were laft written, 
that the church knew any thing of the gofpels, 
or that detgymen themfelves made a common 
^^ Ufe of 'cm. The writers of thofc times do not 
^^ chequor their works with texte of the New 
*' Te(bment» which yet is the cuftom of the mo- 
^* derns» and was alio theirs in fuch books as they 
^* acknowledged for fcripture ; for they moll fre* 
^' quemly cite the books of the Old Teftament, 

« and 



tarn nnde pbffit lefbir colligere inuiti» iHof apociyphis tiibiiifie» 
quaro Veris tribaerint erangeliis. Inde prona eft mfido fiqoa 
lorte loca produxeriiit cum noftris conientientia, irallo tamen 
certo id fadkumelle confilio, quo conflitatum fuerat res dabias k 
canonicis efle confimandas ; tatiiqae adeo pofle ut 4c ilia fioiifia 
ex aliis taxna^ quam qa» habemtta, deprompta fserint evaneeliss. 
Sed quid ego libroe memorem minime canonkos ? Ne qnideiii e 
canonicb ipfis receatiorSms conflat ccclefis ioiioCiiiflfe evangeUa, 
atc|ue ecdefiaftkb la ufu fui£b valgari. Nob folent illins «vi 
icnptores novl tdbmend loc» fcripta faa velnt opere tefieHato 
«niare» qui tamcn receationuii mo« eft> qui & funt enit in iUis 
quai agnoibebant ip& fcriptiuM : veteris enim teftamend librot 
profenmt fiepiffinie, proiatiiri prociildiybio & novi teftamend 
icnpoit fi Sc iUafu^nt in caEapnem vecepta. EfiktnmDomhii 

noftri 
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*^ And woiild doubdefs have don (b by thdfe 
** of the Newi if they had then bin received 
•• as canonical; St. Paul cites a faying of our 
** Lord ill the Afts of the Apoftles ; [J&s xx. 
** 35] whichj tf hd had it out <if any writ- 
^ ing, w^ not certainly out of thofe we now 
^ have*' The gofp^ls continu'd fo concealM in 
thole corners of the world where they were writ- 
ten, that the ktter ev^ngelifts knew nothing of 
*• what the precedent wrote : otherwife there had 
** not bin fo many apparent contradictions, which^ 
** aimoft fince the firft cbnftitution of the canon, 
** have exercis'd the Wits of learned men. Surely 
** If St. Luke had feen that genealogy of oui^ 
•* Lord which is in St* Matthew, he would not 
'• himfelf have produced one wholly different 
*^ from the other, without giving the leaft rea- 
^ (on for this diverfity. And when in the pri- 
** face to his gofpel he tells the occafion of .his 
** writing 5 which is, that ht undertook it, being 
•* furniflit with the reflations of iiich as were eye- 
^ witnefles of what he writes, he plainly intimats^ 

** that 

tfiltti ptctsTt fatiflUs Ptulus, Ja. 10. 5^. Illttcl A ^ fcripto 
iiiiquo produ^it, non certe ex aliquo, quod habemtts* etrangelio. 
Sic latuerant in illis terrarum angulis, in quibus (criptd fuerant^ 
evangelfa, ut nh qaidem refcirerint recentiores evangeliib? quid 
leripfiAent de iiOem . rebtis antiqixiores. Aliter foret ne tot 
efTent tvavliopxfit qaas fer^ a prima ufque canonic conflitatione 
eraditorum hominum ingenia exercuerint. Certfe fan^as Lucas 
fi genealoglam iilam Domini in Matthacpvidiflet, non aliam ii>fe» 
nifiilque fere habentem commune, produxiiiet, ne qaidem mimm« 
confiilii tarn diverfi edita ratione. £t cum novae fcriptionis edi^ in 
prxfatione cauiam, quod ipfe avroTrlcSf narrationibus adjutos earn 
tuerit aggreiTusi; id plane innuit deftitutos hoc Tubfidio fuUfe vi*^ 
Ibrum afe evangeliorum au^ores, ita nimirum non fuiiTe ipfos 

O 2 avTMrla^ 
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*.* that the authors of the gofpels which he had 
** fecn, were dcftitutc of this help : fo that neither 
having fecn thcmfclves what they relate, nor 
with any care or diligence confulted fuch as had 
" feen them, their credit was therefore dubious 
^' and fufpe<5lcd ; whence it muft neceflarily fol- 
'* low, that the writers of thofe gofpels, which 
^^ Luke had feen, were not at all the fame with 
*' our prefcnt evangelifts." So far Mr. Dod- 
WELL; and (excepting the genuihnefs of theepiftles 
of Clemens, Barnabas, and the reft ', for they 
ar^ incontellably ancient) I agree with him that 
the matters of fa£t are all true ; tho' I am far from 
drawing the fame inference from 'em as he has 
don, that there is an equal proof for epifcopacy as 
for the canon of fcripture, which is the teftimony 
of the fathers of the f^cond and third centuries ; 
and that the difcipltn was better known, and pre- 
fcrv'd, than the doftrin of the apoftles. Whoever 
has an inclinatiqn to write on this fubjed: is fur« 
nifht from (his paffage with a great many curi- 
ous difquifitions, wherein to fhew his penetration 
and judgment, as how the immediat fucceilbrs 
and difciples of the apoftles could fo grofily 
confound the genuin writings of their mafters, 
with fuch as were falfly attributed to them; 
or fince they were in the dark about theiie mat* 
ters {o early, how came fuch as followed *em by 
a better light y why all thofe books which are cited 

avrowfa^ ut ne quidem avrMaq cum cora aliqua 8c fedulitate con- 
fuluerinty vaciDare proinde meritoque dubiam eorum fuifle fidem; 
lit plan^ alios fuiiTe necefTe fit evangelicae hifloriaB fcriptores a Luca 
vifos, anoftrisy quos habemus, cvangelifUs. Dijftrt. 1. in /r<ir.. 
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by CtEMENS and the reft Ihould not be counted 
equally authentic ; and what ftrefs fhould be laid on 
the teftimony of thofe fathers, who not only con- 
tradidt one another, but are often inconfiftent with 
themfelves in their relations of the veryifame fafts ;" 
with a great many other difficulties, which defervc' 
a clear refolution from any capable perfon, tho* 
none may fafely propofe *em but Mr. Dodwell, 
'who I heartily wifh* were always" as 'free and unprc- 
judic'd as he is really learned. 

Thus have I defended * and explained my felf 
againft Mr. Blackhall's accufation : nor do I 
queftion but I have given entire fatisfaftion to all 
impartial men, and lovers of truth. But there's 
another fort of people whom I defpair of ever con- 
tenting. Thefc never fail of finding in the wri- 
tings of their adverfary, not what is there, but 
what they have a mind Ihould be fo, to reprefent 
him odious or dangerous. All the prottftations in 
the world can fignific nothing with them *, nor is it 
more Jafe than otherwife to prove the contrary of 
what is laid to one's charge ; for they are fagaciouS 
enough to difcover the hidden poyfon of every 
word, and will be fure to give loud warning of 'the 
danger, to fliew where the frtakie lies in the grafs^, 
and to tell what's in the belly of the Trojan horfd 
But I (hall not be in great paia how fuch people ap- 
prehend me, if I have the happlnefs to pleafctbi: 
moderat and difccming part of m^wikih^* 
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Icon Basilike, 

MR. Blapkhall, who, by 9 public provoca^ 
tion, would peeds engs^ge pae in a contro- 
verlie a|x>ut fpurious books, has np( confin'd me to 
expofe the impoftures of antiquity alone, tho* it be 
pittty plain, (hat this is employnien; enqugh for 
one bpdy ; but h^ likewife accufes me of not beinj 
fnore favorable to a modern Sainfy as he is pleasV 
toftile king Charles the firft. ^^ That excellent 
f* book, which, he fays, was composed by him* 
^^ ielf in the time of his diftrefles, will9 he fup* 
•* pofcs, be an everlafting evidence of his profit* 
^^ ing undei* his fyfknn^ to after ageis, notwitfi-^ 
f* ftanding the ei^deavors that have bin formerly 
^* u$'d to prove it Ipurioug, and the conpdence erf 
y a late writer (the author of Milt9n> life) 
V affertiiig it tp be fo^ without pitbcr, pitodMcingj 
" any new cvidcncefor the proof of fa,i3 aflfertion k 
or Qficrmgonfs wpttd 19 anfwer tq thoi^ jufl; and 
ratipn4 cii^ceptipm tba( had bi^ made^ before 
to thofe pnly teftimonies which he infifts upoq 
f* to prove it a forgery ; or making any exception^ 
•^ to thofe later evidences that have bin produced tq 
Jf prove it authentic." Whether this book was 
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compos'd by himfelf is our buRnefs ^t prefeat'ta 
enquire^ and Ihall be quickly decern^if^'d : for n 
to his improving by his fuSi^rings I wiU not dfny 
what 1 hope, and chancy conimands me to ^Ii^e» 
The reafon why I produced no new evidence to 
prove th^ fpurioufneis of Icon, Bafilike was^ becauie 
I thought the old ones fufficient, I vouchfaf 'd ntf 
anfwer to the exceptions Bn^ide to thofe teftimdiiles, 
becaufe I neither thouglit 'em juft nor reafonable. 
And I would not difcufs the faAs that have bin 
fince alledg'd to prove tl^e hook authentic, becdufe 
I intended not before to write a juft diflertation on 
this fubje£b» and fi> was Wkt obliged to mention all 
the particulars relating to it. If Mr* Blackhall 
does not think this anfwer fatisfadory, I fhall make 
amends bow for al} former omiilion^ •» and, being 
very dcfirous td content him, will follow that fame 
method he was pleas'd to chalk me out in his fermon. 
In the firff phce therefore, : to make fhis dif- 
courfe complete, and that th^ evidence of tb; feve- 
ral parts. whereof itconfifts, niay the bettqr appear 
by laying 'em all together, I fhall here infert the 
abfti«a£l Which I made o* ETr. WxtKER's book in 
Mh-T<Jn*& life,, with A'Vo-ii^s^Y'^ Mer^pf^ndumy 
and the^ other teftiipojEUiqs' i ' I ihalL £e(;QAdI.y give 
particular anfwers to tlie exceptipns tj^t h^ve bin 
mfade ta all thefe pwces : And ilsrftly, ihew tha inva- 
lidity of the fsifts which wte alledg^'d to proves king 
Charlbs the firft ^as the true aVthor of Icon 
Bafilike. I have not undertaken this work out of 
a£fe£tion or oppofition to any party, nor to refleA 
iMvthe memory of that unfortunate prince^ whofe 
Q^cious friends arc much more concerned \ but to 
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clear my fetf from a public charge, and to difcovcr 
$L {^us fraud, which deferves not to be exemtcd 
from '€enfurc for being the contrivance of a mo- 
dem btfhop,' no mdre than thofe of the ancient 
fathers of the church. 

Thb relation of the whole faft in Milton's 
life is after this manner* *• In the year 1686, 
^* Mr. MiLLiNGtON hap*ning to fell the late lord 
^* Anglesey's library by au(5tion, put up an Ikon 
♦• BafiUke ; and a few bidding very low for it, he 
♦* had leifure to turn over the leaves, when to his 
♦* great furprize he perceiv'd written with the 
^^ fame noble lord^s own h^nd^ the following 
^^ Memorandum^ 

KING Charles tbefecond, andthedukf 
of York, did both (in the laji fejfiom of 
parlament, 1675. when IJhew'd them in 

■ 

the lords boufi the written copy of this hook, 
wherin (ire fom cqrreBions and -alter ationi 
witten with the late king Charles, the 
firjl's own hand) affure me^ that this was 
nime of the f aid kin^'f compiling ^ but made 
fy J)r. Gaup?iji bijhop of Exeter; 
whifh I hfre infert for the undeceiving ^ 
*thers in this pointy by attefiing fo muck 
vndef my own hand. 
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*.' This occafion'd the world to talk ; and feveral 
knowing the relation which the late Dn An- 
THOKY Walker, znEJfex divine, had to bilhop 
Gauden, t^ inquired of him what he knev 
concerning ms fubjeft, which he then verbally 
communicated to them : But being afterwards 
highly provokM by Dr. Hollincsworth's harfh 
and injurious refledlions, he was obligM in hit 
own defence to print an account of that book, 
wherein are fufficient anfwers to all the fcruplos 
or objedions that can be made, and whereof I 
here infert an exaft epitome. He tells us in the 
firft place, that Dr. Gauden was pleasM to ac- 
quaint him with the whole defign, and fhew*d 
him the heads of divers chapters, with fon\ 
^ others that were quite finifli'd : and that Dr. 
•* Gauden alking his opinion of the thing, and he 
** declaring his diflatisfadion that the world Ihould 
" be fo impos'd. upon, Gauden bid him look on 
** the title, which was The King's Portraiture -, for 
^ that no man is fupposM to draw his own pifturc. 
•* A. vtry nice evafion ! He further acquaints us^ 
** that fom time after this, being both in London^ 
** and having din*d together, Dr. Gauden took 
•• him along with him to Dr. DuppA the bifhop 
of Salifbury (whom he made alfo privy to his. 
defign) to fetch what papers he had left be- 
•* fore for his perufal, or to (hew him what he ha4 
•• fince written : and that upon their return frbn^ 
•* that place, after Gavden and Duppa were ^ 
** while in privat together, the former told him 
!• ^ biifeop of Saliflmry wilh'd he had thought 
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*^ upon two other heads, the ordinance againft the 
** Common- Pray V-Book, and the denying hia 
'* majefty the attendance of bis chaplains -, but 
^' that Dupp A defir'd him to finifh the reft, and he 
^* would take upon him to write two chapters oa 
^^ thofe fubjefts, which accordingjphe did. The 
*• reafon, it fccms, why Dr. Gauden himfelf 
'^ would not perform this, was, firft, that during 
" tjie troubles he had forborn the ufe of the li- 
^^ turgy, which he did not extraordinarily admire % 
** and fecondly, that he had never bin the king's 
** chaplain, whereas Dr. Dupp a was both hi& 
*' chaplain, his tutor, and a biihop, which made 
^' him more concerned about thefe particulars* 
•* Thirdly, Dr. Walicer informs us, that Dr* 
** Gauden told him he had fent a copy of I^ou 
^' Bafilike by the marquifs of Hartford to the king 
" in the IJle of Wight ; where it was, we may be 
^' fure, that he made thofe corredtions and altera^ 
^^ tions with his own pen, mentioned in my lord 
^' KviGh'&szY*^ Memorandum\ and which gave oc* 
^' cafion to fom then about him that had accidei^ 
^' tally feen, or to whom he had ihown the booky 
** to believe the whole was his own. Fourthly, 
*• Dr. Gauden, after the reftoration, told Dc 
" Walker, that the duke of Tork knew of his 
*' being the real author, and had own'd it to be ^ 
^* great fervice ; in confideration of which, it mayr 
^* be, the bi(hoprick of Wincb^er^ tho* he was 
** afterwards put off with that of Worcefier^ wsm 
^' promisM him. And, notwithftanding it was 
'^ then a fecret, we now know that in expe<5Utioo 
^ pf this tran(l4tion» the great houfe on Clapham 
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** common was built indeed it) the name of his 
^' brother Su:Denys, but really to be a manfion- 
houie for the bifhops of IVinchefier. FifthJy, 
Dr. Walker fays, that Mr. Gauden the 

V doftor's for, his wife, himfelf, and Mr. Gif- 

V soED who tranfcrib*d it, did believe it as firmly 
^* as any izGL don in the place where they were ; 
^' and that in that family they always fpoke of it 

among themfelves (whether in Dr. Gauden's 
prefcnce or abfence) as undoubtedly written by 
*' him, which he never contradiiSted. We learn, 
^* Sixthly, that Dr. Gauden, after part of it was 
^* printed, gave to Dr. Walker with his awn 
^^ hand what was laft fent to London ; and after 
\^ fliewing him what it was, feal'd it, giving him 
^^ cautionary directions how to deliver it, which 
f* he did on Saturday the 23d of December j 1648. 
♦* for Mr. RoYSTON the printer, to Mr. Peacqck 
?* brother to Dr. Gaudbn's fteward, who, after 
^.' the impreffion was finifh'd, g^ve him, for his 
f^ trouble, luc books, whereof he always kept one 
** by him. To thcfc particulars ipr. Walkea 
)^ adds, that the reafon why the covenant is more 
^* favon^bly . mentioned in Ikon BaJiUke^ than the 
** king or any other of his party would do, wa« 
^^ becaufe Dr* Gauden himfelf had taken io : 
That in the. devotionU pari^ of this book there 
occur jeveral exprefiioas ^hich ,^ere habitual to 
^' Gaudkm in his prayers, whiph always, in privat 
^' and publjc were ponceiy'd pr extemporary *, and 
^^ that to his knowledge it >xra& Dr. Qauden, b^ 
y ing befl. acquainted with the beauty of h^own 
« fayipgs^ yjhpr mii^ tha^^ fentencet 

" out^ 
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** out of Ikon BafiUke^ intiturd, Apopbthegmata 
•* Caroliniana. Thcfc and fom obfervations about 
*• the fame individual perfon's variation of ftile on 
•* different fubjcfts, with the facility and frequency 
••• of perfonating others, may be further confidcr'd^ 
** in Dn Walker*s original account. In this 
*^ condition flood the reputation of this book, till 
•* the laft and finilhing difcovery of the impofturc 
** was made after this manner. Mn Arthur 
•* North, a merchant now living on Tower-billy 
** London^ a man of good credit, and a member 
•* of the church of England^ marry'd the fifter of* 
** her that was wife to the do6tor's fon, Charles 
** Gauden, who dying, left fom papers with his 
** widow, among which Mr. North, being con- 
" cern*d about his fifter- in-law's affairs, founcj 
" a whole bundle relating to Ikon Bafitike : Thefc 
** papers old Mrs. Gauden left to her darling fon 
•* John, and he to his brother Charles. There 
•' is firft a letter from fecretary Nicholas to Drl 
** Gauden. 2. The copy of a letter from bifhop 
** Gauden to chancellor Hyde, where, among 
** his other defcrts, he pleads that what was don 
•* like a king, fhould have a kinglike retribution 1 
^^ and that his defign in it was to comfort and in- 
" courage the king's friends, to expofe his enemies, 
*• and to convert, ^c. There is, 3. The copy of 
** a letter from the bilhop to the duke of Toriy , 
•* wherein he ftrongly urges his fervices. 4. A 
*• letterunder chancellor Hyde's own hand, datei 
•* the 13 th oi March J 1661. wherein he cxpreflcs 
** his uneafinefs under the bilhop*s importunity, 
^ji and cxcufes his inability yet to ferve him: but 
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•' towards the conclufion it contains thefe remark- 
*' able words : ^he particular you mention has in- 
deed bin imparted to me as a fecret ; I am forry 1 
ever knew it : and when it ceafes to be a fecret^ it 
will pkafe none but Mr. Milton. There are 
other papers in this buhdie, but particularly a 
** long narrative of Mrs, Gauden's own writing, 
^' irrefragably (hewing her huiband to be author of 
•* Ikon Bafilike: It intircly confirms Dr. Walker's 
** account, and contains moft of the fafts we have 
*' hitherto related, with many other curious cir- 
** cumftances too long to be here inferted, yet too 
*' extraordinary not to be known ; wherfore I re- 
** fer the reader to the original paper, or to the 
•* faithful extract made out of it before feveral 
*^ learned and worthy perfons, and which is printed 
•• in a paper intitul'd. Truth brought to Light. Thus 
*' came all the world to be convinced of this notori-^ 
** ous impofture ; which as it was dexteroufly con- 
trived, and moft cunningly improved by a party 
whofc intereft obliged 'em to keep the fecret, fo it 
happen'd to be difcover'd by very nice and unfore- 
feen accidents. Had not Gauden bin difappoint- 
cd of fflnchejier^ he had never pleaded his merit in 
** this affair ; nor would his wife have written her 
^' narrative, had king Charles the fecond be^ 
" ftow'd one half years rent on her after her huf- 
** i>and's deceafe ; which, upon her petition, and 
** confidering her numerous family, none could 
imagin fhould be refus'd. It was a (lighter ac- 
cident that begot a confedion from two kings, 
and Charles's own fons. And I doubt if any 
•* other than one of Mr. Millinoton's great 

curiofity. 
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*^ curiofity* and no bigotry, had the difpofal of tAf 
** lord Anglesey's books, we (hould never have 
^ heard of the ManorMmbim. Had not Dr. Hol- 
LiNGWORTH^s indifcreet zeal provok'd the only 
man then altve who had any pcrlbnal knowledg of 
^* this bufinefs. Dr. Walker had never publifliM 
*^ his account ; nor would the whole diibovery be 
^* fo complete, without the leaft intricacy or quef^ 
** tion, without Mr. North's papers." 

This is tlie complete hiftory of Ikon BafiUke^ as 
h is fijppos'd to be a forgery •, and we muft next 
proceed to examin the exceptions made to it, as 
they are collected by Mr. Wagstaf in his Findka^ 
thn of King Charles the Martyr. To begin with 
my lord Anglesey's Memorandum^ 'tis urg'd, that 
it does not particularly exprcfs by the date whether 
it meant the laft feffion of parliament before the 
writing of it, or the laft feflion of the year 75. 
when it is plain that he meant the laft or wintef 
feffion ; and that it was therefore the immediat 
ieflion preceding the writing of this Memorandum. 
To fay that there is no witnefs to it is a very fin* 
guiar fort of objection, when his lordlhip's rela« 
tions, and all that have feen this and his other 
writings, own it to be his hand. It is not likely 
that there were any witnefles of the royal brothers 
telling him their opinion of IconBafilike : nor is there 
any thing more common than for learned or great 
men to leave fuch Memorandums in a book concerning 
the author of it when it was a queftion, or about any 
other fecrct relating to it, which they thought they 
had difcover'd ^ and yet 'tis a thing unheard till now, 

that 
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that they were deny'd to be theirs whofe names they 
bear, becaufe the day of the month was not mentioned, 
nor the names of any witnefles added, when the hand 
was confcft to be the fame with their other writings. 
Many inftances of this kind appear in the books of 
Mr. Hamden lately fold, and whereof I have fofti 
to Ihew, as in the book intituPd Apollonii gralU^ he 
writes, thatLANSBERCius was the author of it, of 
whom he there gives a charader. 

It is no juft exception to this Memorandum^ that 
my lord Anglesey did not communicat the con- 
tents of it to any of his friends or relations : for 
tho* the two royal brothers imparted the fecret to 
him, it docs by no means follow, that they in- 
tended he fhould publifti it to the world. And 
fuppofing they did not oblige him to filence, yet 
*tis probable that his lordihip was not very fond of 
being ditturb'd by the clamors' of fom churchmen, 
who carry'd things fo high at that time, that I do 
not believe they would pardon fuch a difcovery 
to either of the brothers themfelves. There was 
never any poor prince more notorioufly abus'd by 
many of thofe he took for his beft friends than 
Charles the firft^ They put him on all thofc 
unhappy meafures which prov'd his ruin in the 
end. And as they niade ufe of his temper to ferve 
their own purpofes when he was alive, fo they did of 
his name for the fame reafon after his death. They 
were not concernM fo much for his honor, as their 
own intereft ; and having contrived this forgery to 
carry their caufe, they thought themfelves after- 
wards oblig'd to fupport it. Mr. Waostap 
affirms that there is no prefumtion that the royal 
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brothers communicated this affair to any other peN 
ion befides my lord Anglesey, which is a nega* 
tive argument, and proves nothing* 'Tis poffiblo 
enough that my lord Anglesey himfelf told of this 
to others^ tho' they may be fince dead, or are not 
willing to tell it again. If the royal brothers had 
(poke of it to no body elfe, it follows not that a 
fecret was never committed to one, becaufe it was 
not to more ! as if it were neceflary for a man to 
call witnefles that he imparted a fecret to his friend. 
But we fhall prcfently alledge more than a pre- 
fumtion, that both king Charles the fecond and 
the late king James declar'd their opinion to other 
people befides my lord Anglesey, that Icon 
Bajilike was not their father's book. 

By fuch nice cavils ' againfl the Memorandum we 
can eafily judg of the exceptions we may exped to 
Dr. Walker's account. That Gauden hop*d to 
make a fortune by this book, as well as to pro- 
mote the caufe of the church, ought by no means 
to be counted ftrange ; for who is it, pray, that 
ferves the king any more than God, for nought ? 
Have not moft of the bifliops and other clergy- 
men of thofe times, that either liv'd depriv'd here in 
England^ or that accompany'd Charles the fecond 
in his exile, pleaded their loyalty, and magnify'd 
their fervices at the reftoration, as many others 
would queftionlefs do, if king James ihould ever 
return again ^ Were not great perfons employ*d to 
folicit and make an interefl: for them ? And, in a 
word, are not divines obferv'd to make the fame 
(leps, and take the fame meafures that all other 
lores of men do to get preferment. I ihould ra- 
ther 
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ther doubt that Dr. Gauden was not the authpr of 
this forgery, if he had not expefted a reward for it 
ftom Charles the fecond-, for 'tis certam, that 
the credit of Icon Bafittke contributed more to his 
cftablifliment than any other fingle motive whatfb- 
ever. But 'tis well known that this prince was not 
the kindeft in the world to his father*s friends, who 
would too ol^ forget his own ; and that it was 
not the intereft of fom people to have this bulinefs* 
unraveird, tho* their impolitic condu<5b has bin 
fince the occafion of divulging what cvery^ body 
fufpefted before. 

The immorality of this forgery is urgM as an 
argument againft it; and, if it could by an/ 
means hold water, is indeed an argument wottli a 
million. Then it Would clearly follow, that bc- 
caufe it was a moft immoral thing to ly for God,' 
and to forge books, epiftles, or the like, under the 
names of Christ and his apoftles, there were 
therefore neVer any fuch pieces ; and that tecaule it 
was an ill thing to feign miracles, or to deflroy 
mens lives for the advancement of religion, there 
never was therefore any prieftcraft, nor any of 
thefe infamous practices known in the world. But 
if the contrary be as clear as the day, I believe men 
might be found that would make as bold with the 
name of king Charles, as others have don with 
that of king Jesus. Mr* Waostaj? knows, tho* 
Mr. Blackhall does not, that Tbrtulliai^ tells 
us • of a certain prefbyter of Afia^ who when he 
was accusM of having forg*d a book containing 

* Da BaptHjno, c. 17. etiam Hteronynu in Catalogo Scflptor^ 
Ecdrf. 
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the travels of Paul and Thecla, confeft the faft, 
and alledg'd that he did it for the love of Paul ; 
and I fay, that Dr. Gaudem wrote Icon Bafilike for 
the church's fake, the king's, and his own. 

As for the plaufible accounts given in that book 
of the king's fecret intentions, his particular tro- 
bles, his remorfes of confcience, aad the like, it 
is very ridiculous to alledge 'em is an argument of 
the genuinnefs of it, whpn the book was written for 
that very end. For the defign of the author was to 
give fuch a color to all the king's aftions, and to 
tell fuch fine things of his gracious purpofes, as 
would beget a better opinion of him in the reader's 
mind, and move his indignation againfl the par- 
liathent, or companion of his misfortunes. But 
that Dr. Gauden has frequently made the king's 
thoughts 10 c6ntradi6b his aftions, is evident to any 
man that h^s both read Icon BafiUkCj and the his- 
tory of thofe times : And this fubje£t is thro'ly 
handled by John Milton in his Iconoclaftes^ to 
which I I'cfer thofe who want fatisfaftion. 

But there is an objeftien ftill behind, and as 
ilrong, be fure, as any of the reft, which is that 
Dr. Walker did not fee Dr. Gaudsn write this 
book, nor tells us that it was in his own hand. 
But I believe Mr. Waostaf is the only man living 
that queftions whether Dr. Walkler nieant Dr. 
Gauden's own writing, when he fays, that before 
the whole was finiftit Dr. Gauoen was pleas'd to 
acquaint him with his defign, and (hew him ^ the 
heads of diverfe chapters, with fom of the dif- 
courles written of them^ and that Mr. Gifford 
tranfcrib'd a copy of it. This is all thatt can be 

faid 
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fatd of My author in the worid : and if Dr. 

Walker had faid more exprefly^ or rather fapf r- 
fluoufly, that it was liHe^ife 0r. Ga^udiSn^s hand* 
HM-itin^, we fhould then have bin told^ that it Was 
a trai^cript from the king's copy in the hands of 
Mr. Symmonds, of which more hereafter.- 

Wfi proceed now to thofe pieces commonly ealPd 
Afr* North's P^fpefSy he being the <lifcoverer. 
Chancellpr Hvdb^ in his kitter to Dr. Qavdm^ 
€^Is him^ as was faid before^ ^' That tbfe particular 
^^ he mentioned had indeed bin imparted to him as 
•* a fecret^ which be was forry be ever knewi and 
^^ diat when it ceaft to be a fecret, it would plea^ 
** none but Mr. Miltoh.** Was there no 6thef 
fecrst in ^he world but this, fays Mr. Waostaf^ 
chat die dimlging of it would gt'atify Mr. Milton ? 
Yes cloubtkfs ; but I believe not one that Would 
pleafe none but Mr. Milton, as the ahancelloi^ 
express it t For he having particularly que(tion*d 
die genuiimefs of this book, and offered a fair 
proof of the fpurioufnefs thereof from intrinfic 
evidence only, without any further light ; would be 
extreamly pleasM to find his reafonings and judg« 
ment confirmed by Undeniable matters of faS:. 
NcK* does any indifferent perfoh in the world un* 
derftand this paflage otherwife that weighs Dr. 
Gaui>e(<'s pretences with Mr. MttTON-s eontern^ 
and Confiders that Mrs. Gauden put this and th^ 
^ther papers relating to Icon Sajilike in one bi'^ndle, 
togedier with her own narrative, fof die informa. 
tion of her Ton. Befides that, all thofe w4io ever 
faw other wnt|ngs of the cbancdlor own this to be 
his hwd, and. particularly his eldeft fon, ^e pre* 
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fent earl of Claksndon^ as Mr. Waoitaf hiin* 
jelf acknowledges. 

But he fays, ^* That my lord Clarekdok, 
^^ (from whom he had it in a letter) by leave . of 
^* the king and queen preparing to attend his fa- 
^* ther in France in the beginning of the fumiper^ 
*^ 1674. his lordihip went firft to Fambam to the 
** late bifliop of fhnton the 14th of A^i^, and 
^* among feveral things he had in charge from the 
^* biihop to his father^ he bad him tell him, that 
*V the king had very ill people about him, who 
^* cura'd all things into ridicule; that they en- 
^* deavor'd to bring him to have a mean opinion 
^^ of the king his father, and tp perfuade him 
** that he was not the author of the book whicl^ 
^^ goes under his name. And (when after hia 
^^ lordihip*s arrival in France^ the 30th of the fame 
^^ month) he had delivered his father thefe parti- 
^f culars among others) to that concerning the 
^^ book) his father reply'd. Good God! J thought 
^^ the marquifs of Hartford badfatisffd the king in 
^* that matter.*^ From hence Mr. Waostaf. 
would infer, that my lord chancellor did not be-^ 
lieve any other befides Charles the firft to be the 
author of Icon BaJSUie^ and that he wondred any 
{hould go about to induce Charles the fecond to 
queftion it. But for my part I think it very plaifi 
on the contrary* that he believ'd king Charles 
^he firft not to be the author of that book, and 
wondred that king Charles the fecond fhould no( 
underftand fo much from the marquifsof &^(/iri/) 
^hO) as Dr. Walker and Mrs. Gavjosn inform 
lis, was the perfon that carry 'd the manufcript t0 

: . the 
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the king in the ^ offPtgbt^ and fo^ nc3rt to Dr. 
Gaud£n himfelf, was beft able to convince his 
fon of the truth. Moreover, how could die 
bifhop of fVinton imagin that the ill people about 
Charles the fecond could bring him to doubt 
6f his father's being the author of leen Bafiliki^ 
IF he really knew it to be written by him ? when 
upon this ibppofition he was rather capable of 
fatisfying all thofe who had any fcruples in this 
afiSin ' • 

/ "As for Dr. Gauden's great fervices, and his 
faying in a letter to the chancellor, ** That what 
'^'^^ was don like a king, ihould have a kihglike rctri- 
*** bution^'; Mr. Wagstap fays, that thofe are my- 
stical expreflions, and that by them he might jpro- 
tbably^mean a book he wrote againft the eovenaf^^ 
;and a p^tefiation he publifht againft the* king^ 
*death, neither of which could be term'd fiich ex- 
'traordinar^ fervices, when many Others had don 
'the fame,* and more: niuch lefs could it be faid 
that 'either of thefe books was don like a k^g^ or 
"de/hv^d a kihglike retribution 5 whereas Mr. ' Wag- 
''sTAi", and thofe who are of his opinion, maiiitain 
'^ihat the ftile and matter of Icon Bafilike are fo like 
' a king's, that no fubjcft could poffibly write ic : 
^ but a miiltitude of odiers agree with nie, that the 

* ftile is infinitely liker that of a doftor thftn a 
\king: 

^' Lastly, It is objected that Dr. Walmr'** and 

• Mrs. Gaud^n's teftinlonies contradi<9: one anMher. 
^ But how*^ Dr. WALnik faj^s, ijiat DK GAutftw 

told him he did not know if Charles th^ fifft^tibd 
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fcen the book : but Mrs. Gavdzv aificms, tluit tba 
oiarquifs of Hartfcrd told her huiband the king 
had f^n and approved it, both which afiertions are 
confiftent enough together For Dr. GAtip^tt 
might he. ignorant that the king had ieen it, when 
Pr. Walk£Ii afkt him that queftioHf who perhapi 
oevtr mentionM it to him again in their difcourfeB 
tbotit this matt^r^or might eafily forget itt as he %« 
he did. federal other particulars^ litck foreieeing \m 
fbould ever be obliged to make this difcovery : ami 
befidea we mnft upon all accounts allow his wife to 
know more circumftances of this bu(uief$» as of 
moft ochers, than his friend. The next fuppos'4 
contradi^on is, that Dr. Wai<k£R fays Dn Gav^ 
p%}n once told him> after the reftoration^ tl^ he 
did not pofitively and certainly know if king 
Charles the fecond knew he wrote Icon Bffdikt^ 
tho* he believ'd he might, beca^ufe the duke of 
T^rk did, who own'd it to have bin « fea&mab)e 
imd acceptable fervice. But Mrs. G;Aup£ii ai^rmii» 
fh^t her hufband acquainted the \ix% with U him* 
ielf, which is very true. But pray let us eva-' 
jnin at what time« After his diftourfe with Dr« 
WAtKSR moft certainly. F^r does 4he f not in 
clear and direA tams &y, that it wgs iq his laft 
fickneis, wlilch prov'd mortal to him \ and that 
the reafon of it was^ bec»uie he faw. ^m^xperfons 
%ho were privy to it defire nothing more than to 
\LV9!t it concealM^ i^ich he was^not willifg it 
0lQuld be in confider^^ion of his numerous faQuiy» 
to whom it might fometime or Dthcr 4o i^ooa^\% 

Now 



A M y N T O R, 



215 



Now that no miftakcs may be occafion'd here- 
after by iraperfed fragments of Mrs. Gauden*s 
narrative, and that this affair may be fet in the 
cleared light, I fhall, before I proceed to the exa- 
nnin^tio(i of the pofitive teftimonies produced for 
the king^ in^rt the narrative here at large, as it 
vras exadlly copyM from the original, to which the 
curious are refer'd. 
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Mrs. G AUD E N's 

NARRATIVE. 



^\f[ Y hufband underftanding the great value 



** JLVX and cfteem the people had of Cromweli, 
** and of others in the army, occafion'd by the 
** high opinion which they had of their parts, and 
^* piety i he being alfo well aflurM, that one of 
^^ the main defigns of thofe wicked politicians, 
^' was to eclipfe his majefty that then was, as much 
** as might be, and to give a falfe mifreprcfciita- 
** tion of him to the world ; he, that he might 
do his majefly right, did pen that book which 
goes by the name of the king's book. The 
'* title which he gave it then was Sufpiria Regalia i 
and the defign^'was^ to have it put forth as by 
fbm perfon who had found the papers in his 
majefty's chambers at Holmeby^ being by chance 
^* left or fcatter'd there. And to this purpofe he 
♦* had prefixed an cpiftle, which might he fup- 
•* pos'd to be written by that perfon, who having 
^* found them by that accident, thought it not fit 
^^ to conceal them. His defign alfo in the book, 
*• was to give fuch a charafter of her majefty to the 
•^ world, as her great worth, extream merits, an(J 
** admirable endowments deferv*d When my huf-f 
^< band had writ it, he fhew'd it to my lord Cap£L, 
5i /Who di4 very highly •pprovc of it j and though 

5' be 
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f* he thought it would do very well to have k 
^' printed, yet he faid it was h6t fit to do fo withr 
^^ out his majefty's approbation -, and to come to 
*' fpeak to his majefty in private was then impofli* 
V' bie, in regard of the ftrid guard which they 
** kept about him. Immc(diatdy after this jhere 
•' was a treaty with his majefty at the Ifle of Wigbt^ 
^' whereupon my hufband went to my lord mar* 
^' quifs of Hartford that then was, and to him de* 
*V livcr'd the manufcript, and he delivered it to 
•* the- king at thtljle of IVigbt^ and likcwife told 
*' him who the author was. When my lord mar-r 
** quifs returned, my hu(band went to him, to 
** whom my lord faid. That his majefty havings 
'" had fome of thofe cflays read to him by bifliop 
*^ DuppA, did exceedingly approve of them^ and 
•' aiked whether they could not be put out in fomc 
** other name. The bifhop reply'd, . that the dc- 
,♦* fign was*, that the world ihould take them to be 
,*' Ws majefty's. Whereupon his majefty defir'd 
^*' time to confider of it ^ and this ^fays my IgrtJ) 
** is^U the account I can give of it i; What is.b^f 
*' -com? of the manufcript I know not, and v^haf 
:*' will become of his majefty Go,d knows. Upga 
*^ this my hufband told my lord marquifs, That, 
in his opinion, there was no. way fo probablp tP 
fave his m?jefty's life, as by enc^eavQuring tP 
.*! tnov^ the hearts 'and affedions of ; the peopje ^ 
v^^ much as might be towards him y and that he 
y^^ jalfo . thought that that book* would bq very 
./f fffeftual f^r^thsatpurpofc. ' ^hen my lord^bad 

:.^!rW^>^¥^ ^f^.y^J^t h^woyldfyio rejgai:dfr the 
..V: -faft was dcfperate. Tb^a immediately' my 

l^ huiband 
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•* hufl^nd rcfolvM to print it with all fpced that 

** Qiight ifCf he having a copy of that which he 

^ lent to the king, and that he printed was juit 

^ die fame, only he then addod, the Effay upon 

^ their denying his majefty the attendance of his 

^^ chaplains, and the Mtditation of Deaths after 

^ the yotes of the non-addrefles, and his ma« 

^ jefty's clefe imprifonment at Carijhrook Cafile. 

^^ Now th^ inftriimeot which my huiband em- 

^' ployM to get it printed, was one Mr. Simmonds, 

^ a diving, ^nd a great fuflRrrer ibr his majefty V 

*• and he got one Mn Roystom to print it; 

** whipji RoYSTON never knew any thing but that 

** it yas of his majefty's own penning : my hui^ 

^^ b^t)d flid then alter the title of it, and called 

*^ it Icon BaJsUke. Now when it was about halt* 

printed, they, who were in power, found the 

prcfs w}iere it was printing, and likewife a let! 

•* ter of my hufband-s, which he fent up to t^e 

^\ prefs \ vhereupon they deftroy'd all that they 

*^ then fouBd printed, but could not find out from 

^* whenQs the letter came, in reg^ it had lio 

*^ name to it. Notwithftanding all this, my huj^ 

^« l74nd atten^pted the printing of it again^^ but 

"** could by no means get it nnifh'd till fom few 

^« days after his majefty was deftroyed. When it 

^< wa3 com out, they who were then in power 

^* vere not oply cxjremely difpleas'd at it, but atfo 

^\ infinitely folicitous to find out the author of it, 

'^ thin)(i9g it very improbable that his maje^ 

y A^oulid write it, in regard of the great diftur- 

^^ l^ances and troubles which' for many years lie 

^!* ' had fofibr'd \ or at leaft impoflible that he fhov^d 

•? Iiavc 
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have writ it all ; for after the attendance of hU 
chaplains was deny*d him, and he a cloft pii« 
^^ £)oer> they well underftood that he could not 
** write- any thing without their difcovcry. They 
'* alio took that very manufcript which my hu^ 
^* "band had fent his majefty, and faw that it wai 
none of his n^ajefty's hand- writing. Upon thi$ 
they appointed a committee to examin dip bv&» 
pefs I of which my hu(band having notice, bc 
went privatly in the night away from his owa 
houfe to Sir Joh]^ Went worth's, who livVl 
^' near Tarmoufb^ and him he acquainted with the 
^' bufinefs, and the great danger he was then in : 
^* ;when Sir John did not only promiie to conceal 
.^^ him, but alTo to convey him out oi England^ k 
*^ being in h)s power to give pafles to go beypnd 
*^ fe.at About this time Mn Svmmonds was takco 
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in a diTguife i but God in his providence fo oXr 

^^ der'd lu t^at l^e fickned immediatly, and dy*d 
'^^ befpce he cm^ to his examination : nor could 

^^ the committee find out any thing by any means 
. ** whatever i wJbich aker'd my hufband's refolu- 
/r^Qf]^ of gpii^ put of England, Now, befides 

5* tj[ifik ^irciin^ij^apcea, to a0ert the truth of what 
I*' 1 %» I can produce fom letters, which, I am 
'** ifui;c, iwill put it out of all dijQpute. My huf- 

*^ bapd f qiucinu^fd at Backing till the return of his 
j^^ majeRykicg: CHARMS the fecond^ and upon 
. ^' his psiitorat^op^ knowing his priQcely difpofixion, 
. ^* £^d A9t uoj^i^y^^qped a fukahle reward for his 

^^ e^eavors j^o krr^ Jus xp^jdly'a &ther , aod 
' ^* ^tqfelf in x)^ bpo)c« And. Jibing with Dr. 

V IflJWMi^Yti Jm; M intp diiQqiii^e how fenfihle 
^ r he 
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** he was of the great fcr vice which he had don his 
** prcfcnt majefty and the royal family, in compofing 
^ and fetting forth that excellent piece, calPd The 
^ King*s Book •, and alfo affur*d him, that it had 
*• bin very efitdhial not only at home, but abroad^ 
^^ to move the hearts and afie6tions of people to- 
^^ wards his majefty, inftancing in feveral perlbns 
*• who were moft exceedingly afFe£ted with it ; and 
^* fo advantageous he faid it had bin to his ma- 
** jefty, that according to his great merit, he might 
**, have what preferment he dcfir'd. Dr. Morlev 
'^^ alfo told him. That he had acquainted Sir 
** Edward Hyde with the bufincfs, and that he 
*' did very much commend and admire it : but 
** we have not (faid he) acquainted his majefty 
"** with it, but did aflure him, that his majefty did 
** fct a high value upon the book, and had com- 
[^ mandedDr. Earl to tranflate it into Latins foni 
having taken the pains to ptit it into other lan- 
guages before. My huft^and being encouraged 
by this difcourfe of Dr. MorleV's, and fliortly 
after meeting with Dr. She t don (who hfe knew 
was not ignorant that he ^s the only aiithor of 
•*' the foremention'd book) lie told Dr. Sheldon^ 
that fince he had bin inform'd that His'teajefty^ 
out of' his princely difpo'fition, wduld (without 
doubt) when once acquainted with-it, reward 
' ** that fervicc which he Had indeavor'd to do kis 
' *^ father and himfcif j he thoughit it moft conve- 
•* nient for himfelf, 'and alio that he niight be fer- 
*"•* viceable to his mkjrffty in the dfioctrs of London, 
" (a place wh^te he was welf kr(6wn) if it Would 
^* plcafe his^ majefty tb make Iffiii blfio^^f^ tfiac 
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fee. Dr. Sheldon was pleas'd^ with a great 

deal of gravity, to tell him that was a great leapr 

*' at firft. Whereupon my huflband defifted, and 

*• was refolv*d to leave his preferment to God's 

difpofe. Soon after this, the king being ftill 

ignorant of .what he had done, he was, by the 

^^ mediation of a perfon perfedly ignorant of his 

*' merit as to this matter, made bifhop of Exitir% 

V all the confiderable bilhopricks being otherwife 

*^ difpos'd of. Not long after this it pleas'd God 

^* to vifit my hufband with an infirmity, which he 

*^ had great caufe to fear would (as it did) prove; 

^^ mortal to him. This made him relblve to ac" 

quaint the king with the whole matter, and the 

rather, becaufe he faw ^fom perfbns who were 

privy to it, defir'd nothing more than to have 

** it conceal'd, and bury*d in oblivion : but my 

hufband was not.willing it Ihould be fo, in regard 

he had at that time four fons living ; and they 

^^ (he thought) if he (hould die, might be capa^ 

** bleof his majefty's .favour. Befides, the duke 

*^ of Somerfe^ was dead, and the bifhop of fVtn-^ 

cbefter (the perfon who was beft able to atteft it) 

was very ill. Thefe confiderations made him go 

to his majefty ; and having the opportunity of 

^* difcourfing privately with him, he told him the 

^' whole matter as I have related it, and for the 

•* truth of it, appealed to Dr. Duppa, thcn.bifliop 

^* of WincbefioTj and formerly his majefty's tutor, 

•* The king, then was pleas'd to entertain fom dif- 

** cour^ with my hulband about it^ and faid that 

'^ he did often wonder how his father (hould hav< 

^ gQtten time and privacy enough in his trouble^ 

"to 
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^ to compofe fb excdient t piece, and written yiAtX 
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fty the exert£t that was puUiik'd of this naira^' 
ttve^ it would item as if it weit fomwhat longer i 
bot this is all that came to my hands, two wicnefles 
attefttiig) chat as iar as it goes, k is exsAly con* 
fonni61e to the original. What accident hinder'd 
die reft (if there be any) from being copy'd, t 
camiot certainly td! ; tho% when ever I com by a 
trae infornqation, I fliall (if occafion be) publifh 
sny knowledg of that particular^ in an appendix 
to this book. The fubftance of what remains in 
the abftraft, is, *^ That when king Charus the 
^ fecond (as we (aw but now) was made acquaifmed 
** with this myftery, he gave a promife to Dr. 
^ Gaudsk of the bi(hoprick of Wind^if^ | and 
^* that the duke of Tofk had aifo afiur*d him of his 
•* favor: That upon Dr. Duppa's death, tho* 
^ Dr. Gaudikt put the king in mind <^ his pro- 
^ mi(e, he was only made bi&pp of Wthr^ef^ 
^ Dr. MoRLiT having crf>tain*d the iee of >¥»: 
^^ ibifttr: That her huiband dying (oon after, Mr$; 
^^ Gaudin petitioned the king, (hewing that (he 
^^ was left a widow,'with four fons arid a daughter § 
^ that it coft her hu(band aoo /. to rermove from 
** Exeter to Winree^er \ and jM-a^'d his majefty t6 
^^ beftow die half-year's rents upon her, which he 
•• dehy'd, and gave them to another/* 

Wa learn furriier from Dr. W^alkee, that im- 
mediately upon Dr. Gaudek's nomination to the 
l^i&oprick of Woreefier^ he told him, that wailing 
upoa.the king the next morning alter the ^ihc^ of 

Win- 
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H^nchejler^s death, he found a remarkable altera-^ ^ 
tion in him, his majefty being penfive knd but 
of humor *, in which temper he ftill found him 
for two mornings after : But having learnt the third 
day that my lord chancellor had by all hii intercli ^ 
prefs'd the king to beftow fp^incbefter on Dr. Mor- 
tEY, he prefum'd to tell his majefty how lineafie 
he perceiv'd him to be between the honor of his 
word that he (hou'd fucceed his friend t)r. DupPAf 
and the importunity of thofe who foUicited for 
Dr. MoRLEY; and that therefore he 'moft wil» 
lingly released his majefty of his promife. Here, 
continues Dr. Gaudek, the king ftopt me, and 
vouchfaf'd to embrace me in his arriis, with, 
thefe expreffions ; My Lord^ I thank you ; and 
ii may not he long *ere I have opportunity tojhew.you 
bow kindly I take it. And in the mean time you Jhall 
have Worcefter •, and^ to make it to you as good as I 
can^ all tbe dignities of tbat cburcb (I know not bow 
it comes to pafs) being in nry difpofaly I give you ibe 
difpojing of them all during your time^ tbat you' may 
prefer your friends^ and have them near about you* 

It was an ordinary thing with king Charles 
the fecond thus to forget his promifes, which made 
him frequently uneafic, and occaGolri'd Sir WttUAW 
Temple (whom he had fcrv'd after this manner) to 
fay t)f him in his incomparable Memoirs, *^ That 
^* this temper made him apt to fall into the per^ija* 
^^ fions of whoever had his kindnefs and cbn^encc 
'* for the time, how different focvcr from the opi- 
nions he was of before : and that he Was very 
eafte to change hands, when thofe he imployM 
^^ ieenuM to have engaged him in any difficulties i 

'* fo 
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** fo as nothing lookt fteddy in the cdnduft of hb 
*^ aflfairSf nor aim'd at any certain end.** 

Thus wc have don with the narrative of Mrs. 
Gauden^ who was often heard to relate the fub* 
ftance of it to her friends and relations, and who, 
when Dr. Nicholson, then bifhop of Glocefler^ 
did, on her receiving of the facrament, put the 
queftion to her, affirm'd, that her hufband wrote 
that book, which feveral now living in that city do 
well remember. 



Wi come at length to the laft period of our la- 
bor, and that is to (hew the invalidity of the fafts 
which are alledg'd to prove Charles the Hrft was 
the true author of Ic$n Bafilike. And the firfl: evi- 
dence wc fhall hear is his own fon and fucceflbr, 
Charles IL who granted his letters patents to 
Mr. RoysTON for printing all his father's works, 
and particularly this piece, which, fays Mr. Wag- 
STAF,.contradias what he's believ'd to have faid to 
my lord Anglesey. But with his good leave the 
conclufion docs not follow : for thefe letters were 
iflu'd out in the year 60, before Dr. Gauden gave 
the king true information ; and it was in 75, that 
he told his opinion to my lord Anglesey, long 
after he was convinced that his father had not writ- 
ten the book. But if king Charles the fecond 
had diflembied his knowledge of this affair, it had 
not bin at all a thing inconfiftent with his charac- 
ter, but a piece of his grandfather's boafted king- 
craft, and which he pradic'd on many lefs pardona- 
ble 
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ble occafions. , Have not princes, in all- ages, aa 
Weil as other men, bin allow'd to keep things 
fecret which it was not their intereft (hould be 
known, and which are commonly call'd by the 
name of. ftatc myfteries ? How many juggles arc 
us'd by the eaftern princes to beget an extraor- 
dinary opinion ..of their perfons in the minds of 
their fubjcfts,, who, by the force of fuch fantaftical 
fiories, c^rry their refpeft even to adoration ? . But 
what need I go out of England .for. examples I 
When our own kings have fo)r fo many ages pre* 
tended to cure the king's evil, by mcerly touching 
the afiedted part; and this, power of healing. : is 
faid to be communicated to them jby the bleffing of 
king Edward the Cpnfejforj. out of the weakeft 
and moft prieft-ridden princes that ever wore a 
crown. All the monkiih hiftorians, and parcicq* 
larly the abbots of RievalUj who wrote his .life, 
have given us a large catalogye of his miracles : but 
I wonder why our princes have not alfo pretended 
to reftore fight to the blind ; for this is alfo affirmed 
of king Edward's wonder working touch.. 'Tis 
ftrange, that a proteftant biihop ihould compofe a 
form of divine fervice to be read on this.occafion, 
when he might as warrantably believe all the other 
legends of thofe dark and ignorant times. If I 
did perfuade. myfelf that king Charles the fecond 
(who is faid to have cur'd very many) was a faini^ 
it (hould be the greateft miracle I could believe. 
But king William, who came to deliver us from 
fuperftition as well as from Qavery, has now abo« 
lifht this remnant of popery : For it is not, as hia 
enemies fuggeft, becaufe he tjiinks his title, which 
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fs the bcft in the world, deFeftive, that he abftaini 
from touching ; but becaufe he laughs at cHe folly, 
and fcorhs to take the advantage of the fraud. So 
much for the letters patents of Charles II. and 
we ihall confider thofe of the late king James in 
their due ordcn 

The next witinefs fhaH be niajcrr HuNtiMCTON, 
who (as Slip William Dugdale relates in his 
Short View if the TrcuBles of EnghnA ♦) did; thro* 
the favbr of general FXiRFAk, /reftore to king 
Charles the 'firft, after he was brought totiavip- 
iothCourt^^ the manufcript of Icon Baftlih writteh 
with the faicl Kuig^s own naiid, and found in his 
cabinet at Nafeiy fighi By the way, tHey ^ftdtijd 
have fiid, for the jgrace of the hoiy^ part of the 
manufcript % for a good deal of the book wks y^i- 
ten ^erwardsj be the author who yoii .;^I^afc. AAd 
they fliould ha^c told us likewife how ^enejratl 
"Fairfax durft fend one paft'of his'pa^^h to'thc 
king, when he fentn:hc reft to'the^'pirliaiiieiit; of, 
fincethey would make us believe fie was' fo kind fb 
the king, why Tie did hot reftbfe hVm 'all'tte pa[i>e«, 
when *tis very evident, that tliofe ^ftich the' jJir- 
Hament ordered to be pUbirfh*d'\*ete infinitely of 
j^reater xonfdquencc, and made him a^ ^6r1d bf 
enemies, which obliged the zutViOv of Rh^BiiJiUke 
to write a chapter on this very fubjeJSt ; / wHeirdas' Ae 
papers^ in tjiieffion would' proBkbly'Aolli^^'lSin' of 
Ills oppofers. But now when all is 5cfn, tft'o'^gene- 
ral Fairfax was afterwards kgaiAft^{)uttihV the 
"kins to death, yet he was not ii that t?rne difp6s*d 
to grant him 'any favors, arid'aaKd*\WtH.|$ Kekl-ty 

•^ Page 38b. 
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>»al ^gaiflft him as jay ia :tbc .natipi^» ,W.biq|i^ 4p* 
pc;ars by all the ^hiftpries .of tJi^Qic tipes^ as .well M 
'by his own and .the mep^qics ^ jhe Icifd Ho^ws* 
As.for m^'or Ht^NTiNOT:^^^, vPn Wi^tp^BR A.fflws 
us, ** tihflt he tqld h^i^^i^ ^heti he l^^r^ fl|ch a 
" bQqk was publirti^d ^pdi <fqnfidcntly cejjocfcd. jco 
*^ ,be the king*s, all he.faid.wa? ,th^t 4^ fuwly he^ 
*' lievcd thpfe were.the pplfcrs he fewjiim fo }^fpaUy 
•' take out of hfs.cabjnet, anifi th^t,|>e. never rjffd 
*' ppe line or j^prd of dji^p.** P^jjis ^Rd,§ir 
\Vii4LtAM Du<Jdaj*b*s teftifpoi^ pt ^i^i%CKk /rom 
that of Mr, Richard Duke^ Qi,Qttet;Un^nJO^joni 
, .who,Wrjjces'the fpUawingl^fterto Dn Go^pal, ^fa- 
mops for his t^al on {he.jpel^If of icon J$c^\lke^ 

*' Sir, I coni5?fs,that I he^rd ip^ajprHflJ.i^TiNQT<?^ 
" to fay more than pnce, th^t^whilft be.gyardied 
" Charles the? firft at,H<?//9^-^<?4i/'^ (aa 1, remcip* 
" ber) he jfa^ ieveral chapters or. leaves ^ of, that 
^^ great king's mecjitations lyiag on the. table few- 
*'.ral morm^gsjiwith ap^n^aiid ^)k ,w^th .w^if h 
** the king fcratch'd out pr > blotted, fom lines pf 
** .words of ibm of thfirdi .Upon jvjbichl mvft 
" .alfoconfefsthatl c<3indtudedth^y^,w^ 
** from the king s • but others have drawn a con* 
*' trary argument from the king's . correcting the 
papers. Yet 1 put .this . under ;.my hand, thaC 
the. major told nrie, thgthc d|d, fyippofe them 
.originally from that , learned . prince, ^hic.h ,is 
•' .the totum that sail be intimated from* Sir, 
•* y^ur humble fervant,JR.icHARD Duke. Then 
POe Mr* Caye Beck writes to Dr. Hollino- 
WORTH, ** That major. HvifTjNGTON ?Lt Ipfwicb 
'ValTur'd him, that fo, much of xhe faid book, as 

0^2 *' con- 
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*' contm*d his majefly*s meditations before Nafehy 
fight was taken in the king's cabinet -, and that 
Sir Thomas Fairfax delivered the faid pa- 
pers to him, and order*d him to carry them 
to the king -, and alio told him, that when he 
delivered them to the king, his majefty appeared 
very joyful, and faid he efteem'd 'em more than 
all the jewels he had loft in the cabinet." This 
major Huntington was a ftrange man to vary fo 
often in his ftory, and to tell fo much more or lefs 
to every body that enquir'd of him ; but indeed 
'tis no great wonder that thefe gentlemen Ihould 
fo widely differ from one another, both as to time 
and place, as well as to matters of faft, wh^n 
Sir William Dugdale has printed, under major 
Huntington's name, quite another ftory from the 
written memorial out of which he had it. In his 
Short View he pofitively fays, as we read before, 
that the manufcript was written with the king's own 
hand : but in his warrant for this, it is only faid, 
as Mr. Wagstaf himfelf acknowledges, that all 
the chapters in it were written by the hand of Sir 
Edward Walker, but much correftcd with in- 
terlineations of the king's hand, and that the 
prayers were all fb. 

Now, to .fliew further how cautioufly people 
Ihould rely on Sir William Dugdale, and hif- 
torians like him, we fliall produce another re- 
markable inftance. In the book before-quoted, 
he exprefly writes. That Mr. Herbert did often 
fee the Icon Bajiiike while he waited on the king in 
the IJU of IVigbt ; whcras all that Sir Thomas (for 
he was knighted after the rcftoration) has faid in the 

manu- 
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iTjanufcript which Sir William perused, and 
whereof Mr. Wagstaf has printed ah abftraA, is, 
" That he had there the charge of the king's books ; 
" and that thofe he moft read, after the facred 
fcriptures, were biihop ANDRE\trs's Sermons, 
Hooker's Ecclefiaftical Policy, Villalpandus 
on Ezekielj Sandy's Paraphrafe on thtPfalms^ 
Hsrbbrt's Poems, the Tranflation of Godfrey 
of BuUoign by Mr. Fairfax, of Orlando 
FuRioso by Sir John Harrington, and Spen- 
cer's Fairy Queen (to which he might have 
added Pembroke's Arcadia.) And at this time 
it was, as is prefum'd, (continues Sir Thomas) 
that he compos'd his book, call'd Sufpiria Rega- 
lia^ publifh'd foon after his death, and entitul'd. 
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* * The King^s Poriraiture in his Solitudes and Sufferings •* 
*:' which manufcript Mr. Herbert found among 
*' thofe books his majefty was pleas'd to give him, 
*' thofe excepted which he bequeath'd to his chii* 
** dren hereafter mention'd. In regard Mr. Her- 
V JBERT, tho* he did not fee the king write that 
•* book, his majefty being always privat lyhen he 
writ 5 and thofe his fervants never coming into 
the becj-chamber when the king was privat, til 
*' he call'd •, yet comparing it with his hand- 
^^ writing in other things, he found it fo very like, 
** as induces his belief that it was his own, having 
** feen much of the king's writings before.'* 
Here Sir Thomas only prefumes the king might 
write the book in, the ijle of IVightj and diredly 
fays he never faw the king write it, nor the book it 
felf till after his death •, but Sir William affirms 
from thefe very papers (for they arc faid to be 

0^3 writtQ 
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wrtttf n tt his rcqu^ft by Sir THOM/is) that hie oktti 
faw it in the IJh af Wi^ht wh^n he waited on the 
kiing in iis bcd-chaihbtr. '1 is to be obfervM, that 
thfe iiiAc o{ Stt/pirid Re^ali4 is as- agreeable to 
Mrs, Gaudbk's narrative, as thfe reft Of the particti- 
lars are diffcreht froim Sir Wilham's relation. 

Before w£ e^amin the force of Sir ThomaI^'s 
tcftimonyj wfe ttiu^ firtt tbhflder what ii faid b/ 
Mr. LfiVET, ^ho attehdfed the kirig $t the hmi 
titne ind Jjlace, IH fhoJ-t, U fayS, ** That df hii 
** own certain kribwledg he can depofe the book 
" was truly tiie king's, having obferv*d hi6 majefty 
*^ oftentimes writing his royal rtfentments of Xhi 
♦' bold and.infoleW behavior of his foldiers when 
*^ they hici him ih their cuftody : Th$t being tto^ 
♦' ininatfed by his majcfty to be ortt of hiiiefvahtS 
dliring the trelty ih the IJk of tVi'gk, he had the 
happih^fs t6 read the fame tc^ftfntim^ in tMXi\x-^ 
fci-ipt tinder His ifeaj\^fty*s owto handv being 
•* pleas'icJ to feivfe i^ in the window of hi^ bed- 
^ chamber : Ahd thit when the king wa^ ^e- 
« mbva to Burft-titfik^ he had the fchdr^e of 
•' thrs bookv atfd b cabiBW of bdher t)^s, >«e^Mch 
at thfe faid caftlc he deiivtr'd Again to hil ilia^ 
jeftyV* ^here, fej^ thfe way » he does oot inforih 
us if the book W» ^dtftiEfftly ^ivtn hiw fi^otti the 
cabinet, fer that he only c6ncluded it »<r4js ili it. 
Here are fcVerw Very obferviaible circui^ftftdcts t 
aAsi, Ffrft, ^t fi&to' Mr. ifflfeit»B*»f4 VhO'iiW* 
the kihg's bed-diAnlSe^ iftvtr ifiW Him Ivitte 
Tytljtblc of ihft bddk, -(Ks ihajefty, he (ays, belftg 
Always 7n priVaic, Whofi Ihe Wi^fc, ifnd bte ^rvamt 
itevidr <k>miAg iiifo his t^d^h«tffb«r till he <|aU'd ») 

yet 
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yet Mr. Livet, a page of the back ftiurs, often 
faw him write, knew what he wrote, and could 
read the book when he picas'd, Th^n that the 
king, who Ls faid to value, this book more than all 
his jjewels, fhould fo carelelsly leave it in his bed- 
chamber when he was abroad, and where Mr. 
Herbert and others, nay the very foldiers, might 
fee it as well as Mr. Levet, is not very likely. 
And I,aftly, that the king Ihould have fo niuch lei- 
fure to mind this book during a treaty with his fub-. 
jefts, or would lofe any time in writing of it, 
when the bufiriefs in agitatipn concfern'd no lefs 
than his re-eftablifhment or abdication, is not ere- 
dible •, bcfidcs, that there is nothing particularly 
written concerning the infolence of the foldiers in 
^11 Icon Bafilike. And I have talk'd with perfons 
pf quality and good reputation now alive, who had 
much more of his majefly'a company and confi- 
dence in the IJle of Wight than Mr. Levet either 
ihar'd, or could reafonably cxpedl % but yet they 
neither dreamt of this fcufinels then, nor believ'd a 
jot of it afterwards, as well knpwing how the king 
fpent his time in that place. But now fuppofing 
Mr. Levet*s relation to be all true, yet it is 
very far from amounting to a proof, that king 
Charles t;he firft was the real author of Icon 
Bafilike^ which is the point in que^ion ; and not 
whether he interlined or tranfcrib'ii it, which he 
ought to have don, . if he had a mind it fhould pafs 
Tor his own : "befides that Dr. Gaxtpen fent it to 
"him for that very purpolc, to be correfted^ allow'd* 
or laid afide, as his majefty Ihould think fit. Btit 
"tho* the .king in all reafon might, and I really be- 

0^4 lieve 
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licve did, corrcft' or interline a part, and perhaps 
tranfcribe the whole book ; yet I can by no means 
be perfuaded that he could find leifure enough to 
write fo many copies of it in his folirudes and fuf- 
ferings, in the midft of treaties, in the hurry of 
rtmovals, while he meditated his efcape, and was 
ftfiftly obfcrv'd by his guards. But thefe gentle- 
iften tell us of as many copies, as the papifts fhew 
heads of St. John Baptist, or quarts of the 
virgin Mary's milk, Mr. Herbert had bne 
left him by the king for a legacy ; Charles the 
fecond (as Dr. Canaries writes to Mr. Wagstag) 
Ihew'd another to Mr. Wood, a commiflioncr 
from the Scotijb Kirk at Breda \ and who knows 
which of thefe, or whether it was cither of them, 
that Mr.' Levet delivcr*d ' to the king at Hurft- 
Cajlle ? But why, in the name of God, is none of 
thefe ever fince pfoduc'd ? How came this prince's 
autographs to be thus negleftcd, when his day is fo 
ftriftly obferv'ii ? This is a piece of refpeft that's 
ufually paid to lefs confiderable perfons ; and I be- 
lieve either of the univerfities, would readily give ' 
five hundred pounds to have fucb a copy plac'd in 
their library, tho' if they had the manufcript, it 
would make nothing at all for their purpofe. 

No'w let us confider the force of all thofe tefti- 
monics join'd together, which is, that one faw the 
king write he knew not what, but believ'd it might 
be this book ; another obferv'd him writiris his re- 
ientments againft the rude behavior of the fbldiers, 
and fo was ready to depofe of his certain know- 
ledge,' that Icon Baftlike was his own ; a third pre- 
fumes the king might write it, becaufe he read a 

great 
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great many books*, and they unanimoufly con- 
clude, that he was the genuin author, becaufe the 
book was written with his own hand -, all which 
tcftimonies, confidcring the premifes, prove no 
more nor lefs than that the king could write and ready 
which was never deny*d by any that I know. 

It i3. further urg'd by the admirers of this fa- 
mous book, that Mr. Royston had it to print as 
from the king, in which all fides are agreed, and * 
fignifics nothing to the merits of thecaufe; for, 
be fure, the bookfeller was not made privy to the 
fecret. And as for the anonymous authors of two 
books which are alledg'd by Mr. Wagstaf, we 
Ihall hear and examin them when they'll pleafe to 
tell us their names, tho* all they have to fay is 
anfwer'd already. When Dr. Hollingworth tells 
us who are his fufficient witncfles, we (hall likewife ' 
confider their evidence ; for fuch affirmations miift 
go for nothing in proving a faft of this nature, 
and may well ferve for a fiourifh, but not for 
an argument, no more than feveral more aflerti- 
ons of his concerning this matter, which were 
exploded by other hands, and not defended by 
Mr. Wagstaf. 

Mr. Le Pla minifter of Finchingfield writes to 
Dr. GooDAL, that one William Allen, who col- 
lefted his tyths for two years, and was formerly a 
fervant to Dr. Gauden, affirm'd to him, "That 
"the doftor told him he had borrowed the book, 
and was obligM to return it by fuch a time ;' 
that (befides what other time he might imploy 
in it) he fat up one whole night to tranfcribe it ; 
*' that he fat up in the chamber with him, to wait 

" upon 
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". fi^tuil^ : an4 Mr. Le Pla t|iinks (fpr he's pot 
•* J?«Ativ/^) ic y^ ffpm Mf. Symmonds of Rajfne 
•*, f|iaj; lie fai4 tk?, ^P^Q' ^*j| ^F^^f'^^ '^ t>ooL'* 
Db. t^ai.]^iji^w.QiiTH has formerly ,^iHrn>'d " this 

ftory of 3yM¥<i?^P?'§» ^^9 M^^ff? flfTjA^ f^^^^r 
W3j^$ jfi, pr^nf jr}^ the bqok ft tendon ; but >)iras £a ' 

f^f^^•^t^rp»{(qt(^ livine at ^<»^^<r In tlie rieiKhbor- 

bfip4 ofii(ichi%, yherc Pr. Gauden dwplt, that^ 

as..)^. '^j^ii.ji^ fliewj, Mr. $y'mmpnds was long 

bcftirx; Ccaji^r?<J fpr Jiis loyalty. %d tp the kind's 

qjlV^ers, ajwippe Mr. Atjcins plafM in l>is r9om 

fey xhc pariUovcAt. Nor is it credible that' i)r. 

Cf^ujpjs^, W^tb^r he meant a fraud or not, fhould 

gji;re .a|n ,^cp^;^t of J^is ftudi^^s, much lefs difcov^r 

tbc .(pcfft pf xbj? bpojc for no ri^fon in the worlds 

|o)jcyer fo Oju/ly a fervent, efpex;ia^ly to one'xhat 

ms xo Ipok after his fire and fnuff his candles. 

l^OMT vc.com to the late king James's letters 

I^rus Jto jyjr. Chiswjel for liberty tp print his fa- 

tjjer'j xwojks ; fpr they are urg'd as ap argument 

tb?tt .he thpugbt Icop JBafiUke genuin, tho* "this 

^P9k .be npt fpcqially mentipp'id i^i thefe letters, 

which are general, and refer iK)t to thoft pf his 

IjTpthqr ID 6o. But here I muftbeg leave to relate 

*-jft9'Ti^^>^^^.8^X^^9P^T'^S^^ to this njatter. In. 
tbe.yd|li677, the boufc of'commpns.haying voted 
t^o 'months tax for the more decent imerment of 
Cjhvialm 1. 4ind to raife a pionunjent forhijn, Mr. 
CttUWEJ'i.being Mr, RorysTON's foainlaw, tlipugf* 
qf a projoQ: tb^t-^Ql^W anfwcr the end ^ the piar-' 
Uarnent, and .not be unferviceable to his father, Wit|\ 
|»bqai he .was concerned in trade : and ic was, thac 

apart 
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a part of that ftun might be appropdated towanb 
bearing the charge of an imprefllon of ilie king's 
ivorks, >dierof* every parifii in England fho\M be 
obliged to have a copy, and to chain It in the 
chorch ; which, in his opinion^ wouM prove a 
more glorious and lafting monument than any^ 
could be framM of brals or marble. This thought 
was very well likM by feverai great men of the 
church and Hate, who (hew'd tfaemfelves ready to 
promote it ; and he did not, we may imagiii, fpaie 
any coft or labor to have it fucceed, tho- 'tis well 
li^own how little Charl'es the fecond hinlfelf en^ 
coorag'd it. But the diftrufts arifmg aftcrwarxis 
between the king and people, the heats in parlia- 
ment, and .particularly the popiih piot, broke tbis» 
and all fuch defigns to pieces : So that there was no 
farther mention of any monmnent ifor his fiuher* 
But when the duke of STari mounted the throne, 
and had given afibrances of his favor to the church 
of Efigiandj Mr* Cmswsx thought again of m- 
viving his projed, and employed Sir Roross. 
L'fi^f a AKn&a CO ppooure him osdy king jAMSB^a 
recommendatory ktter ; for be did not txpdSt any 
(hing fionEi parliament as ibefom, only fioggefted 
how agreeaMe this iwould &&m to the king's defign 
(if It wi9%apeal) of begetting a confidence df hiRi<* 
ielf in the church. This Tequcft |he king refus'd^ 
giving fW his reaibnt ch«t IcmS^Uke was not his 
father>i beck, -and lie oould not iherefoie in con* 
fdence rebomraend it aslhis. Mt.Chiswxl be^" 
ing iviidm^^ 'of itbk tefblution Iby rSir JElocaw^ 
tntfwer'd^ fbat te ^ritougbt he xxxuld accommodat 
the matter i For finoe the pub^ing; of the Teft 

would 
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wovid figiiifie nothing without the addition of Icon 
Bdfilikiy he would remove it from the front where 
ir flood in : the former edition, and place it in the 
rear after j(»rj, as books of uncertain authority ufe 
to be printed* • To this the king confented, on 
condition fom^expreffions which he thought injuri- 
ous to the monarchy fhould be left out : with which 
Mr. Chiswel iaid he could by no means comply, 
as being a difingenuous pradice towards any author, 
and a great abufe on the public ; but proposed, as 
another expedient, that thofe words Ihouki be put 
within ^btchets: And thus Icon Bajilike ftands 
now printed after the end of the fecond part of the 
Ifcing^s works of the edition of 86, by Mr, Chiswel^ 
who told me this, ftory himfelf, not to.gratifie or 
injure any fide, but as a matter of fa6l, wherein 
he was perfonally concerned ; and from whence he 
draws no manner of inference. The royat bi^others 
fiid the feme to feveral others bcfides my Icird 
Anglbsey, and particularly to fom eminent per*- 
ians now liring, who told me.fo. much themfelves^. 
K^ith a liberty of mentioning their names, which after 
aii that has binoflfer'd, I fee no necefBty of doing. . 
.' That nothing- may be wanting I fhall in the laft 
place confidcr what is objefted to the prayer us'd 
hy the king as his own in the time of his captivity \ 
but is, with very fmall variation, the fame that is 
iaid by Pamela to a heathen deity in Sir PHitip 
Sydney's Arcadia. This difcovery, as we fiid be- 
" fooe,.: was firft made by MiLTOi^ in his Iconoclqfies. 
But Dr. GiLL-affirtris, " That, his patient Henry 
**' Hill the printer faid it was put in by a con- 
** irivance of Milton, who catching his friend 

** Mr- 
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** Mr, Du Gard printing an edition of Ic<m Bafi^ 
like, got his pardon by Bradshaw*s intereft^ 
ori condition he would irifeit ^ame^lX** Pray^^r 
to bring difcredit on the book and the author of 
** it." " I wonder at the eafinefs of Dr. Gat and 
Dr. BiRNARDto believe fo grofs a fable, whien it 
does not appear that Du Gard, who was printer 
to the parliameift, ever printed this book, and that 
the prayer is in the lecond edition publifh'd by Mr* 
RoYSTON, wbofe evidence is alledg*d to prove the 
genuinnefs of the bopk. And if the king^s friends 
thought it not his own, what made them print it 
in the firft impreflion of his works in folio^ by 
RoYSTON in 62, when-MiLTON coiild hot tampfcr 
with the prefs ? Or why did they let it pafs in the 
laft impreflion in folio by Mr. Chiswel Iri the 
year 86, when all the world knew that' it was Ibrig 
before exposM in Iconoclajles ? After this I need npt 
go about to fhew that Dr. Gill had no reafon for 
the great opinion he entertained of Henry Hill, 
and how iittle he confulted his own reputation, by 
aflerting that no man was better vers*d in the fecriet 
hiftory of thofe times •, that he was intruded with 
intrigues by the great ones of that government, 
who, as all the world knows, managed theif affairs 
after another rate. ' Nor will I iiriift upon his turn- 
ing papill in king James's time to becom his prin- 
ter, as he was Oliver's before, or any other cir- 
jcumftance to feflen his credit, fince tE appears that 
what he ^verr'd is inconfiftent with matter of fafl:, 
Mr. RoYSTOW, and not Du Gard, having pub- 
lilh'd the celebrated prayer which I add in this place 
laid parallel with the original. 

The 
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Prayer in Time bfCaptroityy Printed 
in pi^* ^4* of lus Works^ 1686 ; 
and alfo in icon Bafilih. 



OPmJocrful and eternal God^ to itobm nothing isf$ 
great that it may refifi\ orfifmalltbat, it is con- 
iemn^dj look upon mymifiry with thine eye of mercy ^ 

,ani let thine infinite power vouchfafe to limit out fom 
proportion of deliverance unto me^ as to theejball feene 
mofi convenient. Let not injury y O Lordy triun^b 
met mf% • and let my t fault hy thy \band be corre^ed \ 
And make not my ^unjufi enemies the minifters of thy 

^jufiice. But yety my God^ if in thy wifdom this be 
tbeaptejlcbaftifimentfor my unexcufable tranjgreffions^ 
if this ungrateful bondage be, fit t eft for my over-bigb 
defiresy if the pride of my (not-enough bmble) heart 
be thus to be broken^ O Zordy I yield unto thy wUl^ 
and cheerfully embrace whatjorrow thou wilt have mi' 

rfuffer*3 only thus much let me cranio pf-thee (let my 
craving J Lordj be accepted of finceit even proceeds 
from thee) that by thy ^ goodnefs^ which is thy felf^ 
tho% wilt ftiffer, fame beam of thy majefiy fo tofinne in 
my mindj that 7, who in my greatejt. p£ti3ions ackn^w-^ 
ledgit my nobleft title to^ be thy creature^ m^ftillde*^ 
pend confidently on 4hee : ]Ut calamity be the. txerdfe^ 
but not the overthrow of my virtue. Olet- not their 
prevailing power be to prj/ defiruSion > aiidJf if be thy 

will 
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/^ All- feeing light, and eternal life of all things, 
^^ to whom nothing is either fo great that it 
may refift, or fo fmall that it is contemn'd, look 
upon my noifcry with thine ey of mercy, and 
let thine infinite power vouchfafe to limit out 
fom proportion of deliverance unto me, as to 
thee fhall lecm moft convenient. Let not injury, 
O Lord, triumph over me, and let my faults by 
thy hand be correfted, and make not mine uojufl: 
enemy the minifter of thy juftice. But yet, my 
God, if in thy wifdom this be the apteft chafti^* 
ment for my unexcufable folly, if this low bon- 
dage be fitted for my over high defires, if the 
pride of my not-enough humble heart be thus 
to be broken, O Lord, I yield unto thy will, 
and joyfully embrace what forrow thou wilt have 
me fuffer ; only thus much let me crave of thee 
(let my craving, O Lord, be accepted of thee, 
fince even that proceeds from thee) let me crave 
even by the nobleft title which in my greateft 
afBi6tion I may give my felf, that I am thy 
creature, and by thy goodnefs, which is thy 
felf, that thou wilt fuffer fom beams of thy 
majefty to Ihine.into my mind, that it may llill 
depend confidently on thee. Let calamity be the 

cxcrcife, 
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will that they more and mare vex me with puni/bment, 
jet^ Lord^ never let their wickednefs have fucb a 
tandy hut that Imayftill carry a pure mind andfted^ 
fafi refolution ever toferve thee without fear or pre- 
fumtiony yet with that humhle confidence which ma^ 
befi pkafe thee\ fo that at the lafi, I may com to 
thy eternal kingdom^ through the merits of thy Son^ 
met alone Savior^ Jesus Christ. Amen, 
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fcxercife, but not the overthrow of my virtue ; let 
their power prevail, but prevail not to deftruc- 
tion ; let my greatnefs be their prey : let my 
pairt be the fweetncfs of their revenge -, lee them 
(if^fo-'it/eem |ood gnO) thee)' vtx me w^'^OrSv 
acid more pumfhrnent : ttut, O Lord, let ^e^' 
their wickedncfs have fuch a hand, but that I 
may carry a pure mind in a pure body ; and 
pdufing a while ; and O mod: gracious Lord, faid 
Jhty whatever becomes of me, prcferve the vir^^ 

tuous MusiDORUS. ^ 
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I Hope by this dine I have fatUfy'd Mr. Black* 
HALL, fince I have not only laid together the 
firft teftimonies concerning this matter, but alfo 
mnfwerM the exceptions that were made to thofe 
teftimonies, and difprov'd the freih evidence which 
was produced on the behalf of Icon Bafitike^*. 

* The evidence on both fides of the queftion was coUefted 
by me» and laid before the public with the utmoft fincerity aoidl 
impardality, in an ** Appendix'' to the former edition of this life 
in 1758, except that I forgot to mention* that Bilhop Burnet 
aflares us, in the HiAory of his own Times, that the Earl of 
jEjodtian, 'wfao knew Ktirg Charies the firft very well, and loved 
him little, feemed confident, that it was his majeities own hand. 
Ids Lordlhip declaring to the Biihop, that he had heard the King 
iay a great many things, that he round in that book : But that, 
on the other hand, the Duke of York, in 1673, told him^ that 
the Icon was not of his father's writine* but Dr. Gauden'f , 
who, after the Reftorationy brought the Uuke of Sotnerfet, and 
the Earl of Southampton, to King Charles II, and the Duke of 
York, and diat thofe noble perfons affirmed, that it was written 
by tluit Divine, and carried down to the Earl of Sonthamptouy 
and ihewed to King Charles I, during the treaty of Newport, 
who read it, and approved of it, as contaiaing his fenle oif 
things. To which may now be added, that Dr. ^trick, Bif 
of Ely, in hi^ manufaipt ** Hiftory of his own Life," though 
attached in the younger part of his life to the intereft of Kii 
^Charles I, ikma Us Myefty u b^w tun tit orinmal Mtibor of /& 
l€9M^ kc. &c* Bird?! life of Afilton. 

But 
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But if he^s ofiended ^ my perforaunce he may 
thank liimfelf ) feeing wiohout his caufelefs proiro^ 
cation I iiad never written, a word more on this 
fubjeft, as I (h^ll not do hereafter, unlefs for as 
juftifiable a reafon : For nocwichftanding I may 
not anfwer every fcribler, yet PU be mifrepr^fented 
Md abus'd by ho body worth my notice. 

Indeed A6'. Blac|cmai.l is not fbejirft wbg has 
0ccafiofi^d amlrwerfies by a tbjrHetb of January fir^ 
mon. Every body knows bow much tbe obfervation of 
tbat.dajf W0S abused in tbe two U^ reigns by fervil 
fiatttrersj wbo^ not contint to run Jhameful paraUek 
bitwoen tbe fufferings of our Savior and tbe king 
(wberoiM tbe latter was often made to exceed) tbey 
tmgbt tbe people tbe ridiculous * doSrin of Paflive 
Obedience, as tbey allowed tbe prince an unlimited 
etnd defpotic poxfier. ^ Tbis rendered tbofe perfons jufily 
^i£ous to tbe nation^ and made fiber men frequently 
wi/h tbai Jkcb an opportunity of doing mifcbief migbt 
be taken away from tbofe wbo faitd not to improve it 
to tbe utmofi. It was likewife oiferv*4 bow much 
tbefe fermtms contribj^ted to.r^ife animofities andfeudi 
in tbe kingdom^ and to continue tbe fatal difiinStionsof 
pames and parties^ wbicb every good manjbould defire 
migbe be abok/b% or bmrfd in ' eternal obtivioui 

* As for divines medling with. politics* he has in ^ibrju^f 
part of his preliminaries to Oceana delivered his opinion *^ That 
there is fomethihg in the making of^ a CommoriweaTth, then in 
the govemiiig of it> andj^ft of all in the leading <^ \p apmies| 
which, though thefe bejgreat divines, great Lavyyers, great 
men in aH profefions, feim :t9 be pecuUah anfy to the genins of a 
Gentkman ; for it is plain in the aniverfid;foies'of ihyry, that if 
any oqe>foi)iu^cd a Gpimopn wealth* ^ be v^mfirft a GentUtnfm^ 
^e truth of which i^ition ne proves from Mofcs downwards. 

Lift ofJames^Mairington. 

R a Befidis 
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Befides that for many weighty reafons fuch days ougbi 
not to be perpetuatedy or otbermfe in a little time ours 
will be as full as the Roman .Calendar : wherfore I 
readily approve of the learned bijbop of Salift>ury*i 
opinion^ That our deliverances fhould wear out the 
memory of fuch tragical accidents^ which no body pre* 
tends tojujiify \ and ihdted I think it very reafonable 
(if our legijlators be of Jhe fame opinion) that the 
commemoration of his prefent n^qefifi landing to de* 
liver us fromjlavery m the fifth of November, fbotdd 
hereafter take place of the thirtieth of Ja:nuary; 
Other holy days have bin roconmiended to axon* 
ftant obfervaiion, tho' they are fince grown into 
difufe, or are legally abolifii'd, which the beft 
friends of the clergy defire may be the fatie of that 
day out of their reipedk to the church : For thefe 
fermons do eonftantly put the people in mind of 
that fet of men who preach'd 'em out of their li<r 
berties in former times ; and the honeft clergy 
themielves are ftill under an unhappy neceflity of 
faying many things, that (let 'em think, what theyc 
will) are not extremely pleafuig ro the body of the 
nation. The defceodants of thofe concerned in 
that z&j and many of *tm far from approving it, 
conceive themfelves unkindly usM in mufl: of thofe 
difcourfes; nor are the pofterity of the greateft 
royaIift$::in abetter condition, if that be a national 
guilt thatV never to be expiated, tho' neither they 
nor their anceftors confentcd to it ; to fay nothing 
of the frequent intermarriages and other ties be- 
tween both the parties. 

If the extravagancies of thofe fermons bad termi'- 
stated with the late reign^ few people^ perhaps^ would 

trouble 
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trouble them/elves now about wbat*s pafi^ unkfs con- 
Jif-ain^d to it byfom officious chaplain : But * they can^ 

ngt 

• Kings, Princes, and Governours have their autoritie of the 
P.eople, as all lawes, ufages and policiies doo declare and teftifie. 
For in iova^ places and countreies they have more and greater an* 
tpritie, in fome places leiTe. And in fome the people have no( 
given this aucoritie to any other, but reteine and exercife it them- 
ielves. And is any man fo unreaTonable to dcnie, that the hole 
maie doo as much as tliey have permitted one member to doo I 
or tbo/e that have appointed an office upon trujiy haye not autoritit 
upon juft occafion (as the abvs£ OF it) to take a*way that th^ 
giffve P h\\ lawes doo agree, that men maie revoke their proxies 
and letters of attouf-naie, when it pleafeth them : much more 
when they fee their pro€lours and attournenaies abufe it, Bot 
now to prove the kter parte of this queftion aiHrmativel^r, that 

it is lauful to kill a tirant 

A ihopte treatife of politike pouuer, and of the true oKe- 

' dience which fuhjcftes owe to Kynges, and other ciuilc 

Governours, with an exhortation to all true natural! Eng- 

lilhemcn, compiled by D. I. P. B. R. W. [i. e. Dr. John 

' 'Poynet, orPonnet, Bilhop Rochcftcr, Winchefter} 1556, 

* inoAavd. Printed t64», in quarto. 

The feconde apparteyneth on the other parte, to the people^ 
which oght not to fofier all power and libenie to be taken from 
them» and therby to become brute beaftes» with oi&t iu^mente. 
and reafon, thuiKing all thinges lawfull, which their rulers da 
with out exception commande them, be they neuer fo farre from 
f^afoh or eodlynefle ^ as tBoghe they nuere not reafinahU cnrntuns^ 
hut hrttte oeajfes t as thoghe there tvere no difftrence hefwixt iemCt 
Jktuety and free fu^eBes : and as thoghe thiy had no portion tft rigb^ 
at aM*in the countrtenvhere they itthafit^e : hut as ihey nvere akogether 
treated of God to ferue their hinges and gouemors likejlaties. andnpi 
fBcir hings and gouernors appoynted of God to prefeme his peopie^ 
nxjher of they art hut a portion and members y aweit they ocenpie the 
ehiif romm and ojice^ not to hringe the reft of the members in ««r- 
tempte and hondage^ hut to comfort e them^ defende them, and n'orijht 
them as members of the fame hodre 

How fuperior Powers ought to be obeyd of their fiib|e(h : 
, and wherin they may lawfully by Gods worde be dif 
obeyed and refifted. By Chrrttophcr Goodman. Printed 
Geneoa 1558 in duodecimo, p.' 148, 149. 
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mi eniufe to biar the members tf the parliameitt »/ 

XJf intif principem et p9puliim tAifUi hnrum mutua it rmfrvem 
Migatio. i-romittit iile, fe joftum principem futiinim : luc, fi 
tAis fa^rit, fe obfe^uatttroiD. Dbligatfir ergo papulos principu 
fob cohditione : princeps, populo .pore. Itaqae n minas adim^ 

J>tetur conditio, folotos eft populus, irritus contra^os, oUigado 
pfo jtfre nolk. Perfidtis ergo rex, fi itijufte imperet ; pc^dos 
popiilus, fi jufle imperanti non obtemperet. At omni perfidiae 
^ cfimine vacans populCr^, it injiift^ impemntt public^ nmoiitiet, 
aat reghtim retinere illegitime cupienti, annis eivmcere conetor* 
, Ergo licet regni officiariis attt omnibas, ant iidcem plizribas, 
tyrannum coercere. Nee verh mt>dh licet^ nferum iea quidem ilUs t* 
officio incumbity ut^ tiificerint, nuUo fath excujari fojjint. Nequc 
cniro- &c. &c. &c. 

Viftdiciae contra Tyrannos : Sivc dePnncipis inFopulunit . 
Populique in Principem, legitima poteftate, Stephano 

iunio Bruto, Celta, Au6tore. £dinbargi, anno 1579* 
Reprinted in Englifli, London 1648, in qoarto,. And 
again 168^, ih quarto, at the inoft nobIe> moft happy 
Revolution. 

A£ing governing in a feded kingdom, leaves to be a king, 
and degenerates into a tyrant, mfmn ak hi Uanm iff a ruU «r* 
ardin^ to bis /aw.-— And a little after— Tlierefore ail kings that 
a|ie not tyrimts, ^t pefjnred. Will be gtald ix> bound themfelves 
^diln die Umits of the laws. And they that perfwade them the 
tfOnti^, 0fi yipirti ^ifisy toth at^fi ^^im^ ^d thi C i mamn 
ikfimbh. King James's speech to his Parilament 1609. 

\ lAnd thci truth is, o^r ^liament is very much to be ex* 
<)^ie4* or rather iuilified, in this difbuil they have of peHbns i 
faqt t)ier^ hath been of late fo many and fo fuccefsful atteaipti 
vied by the Ute great miniftcrs, to debauch the moft eaaneBt 
Viemt^prs of the C0mm<ms lkdiife» by pen&ins and oficet : and 
therefore it would wbnderfiilly conduce to the good of the com* 
^pnwealth^ and to fhe cempofinjr our dlfoidend fiate, if therv 
were inen of ibhigh and oMoefioaable a fepatatk>o, that they 
mre above allfulpieion anddiflruft, and {0 might venture opoii 
bold, that is (in ^is cafe) oioderate counfels, for the iaving of 
^e^r country. ,^b mm ibiti *wtre im tbe fprUaw^nt of i t$fi $ «i 
if^Jf iwi$^y iT thirty i who hawtiM find thkrgntmd imfivimfariis- 
funff he/nri, nvbicb in tbe two Tafi kings nipu bad ban dtMmi 
iiruftty emd in wrath ; and hufvim r^edtbefiar of in^Jonmmi 
Mnd firatjinii prtStir kvi ti tngbmd^ «/ ^iWuf thi ton^tstion of 

ttNwJ 
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40 jo %nf(smiify branded^ ^^dtring bow lately tb^ 

WCH 

wwwf mud ojfiai to hitr4tf it ; both liffer^d fy the nmchd cnaifilkrs §/^ 
tbat0g€y tmdini both t9 tha ruin ofpurjitfi rights and tht detriment of 
their maftet^s e^Mn : IJey% henfing cmftqntfy and with great mag* 
•nanimity emd hpneur made fr^ef of their integrity^ they had acquired 
fo great a re^ation^ that net onfy the farliamentf but even aknofithe 
nvkole people i ftuek to them ; and were /wwd by them in oQiom of a 
much higher waiure than any are now difcourfedof\ nnithoutfear of 
ieing d^tidf ^m.eu nuefay^ iefien^he hrch. 

NevJUe't ** Plato rediviviis : Or Dialogues concerning go* 
tcrnment,'* edit. 3. p. 180, s^i. 

So that, this is manifeft, a Magifbate aAually dlfpofTeili^ 
Jiath.no right to be reilored, nor the fubjed any obli^tion to 
leek to reuore, but oppofe him. Eor^hat is man, or radief 
m^inde (for to we have ilyled a NadCoa) better liien a herd 
of (heepe or oxen, if it bee to be owned, like them, by mailers I 
Mliat difference is there between their inaflers felling them to thf 
Butcher,, and obliging them to venture their lives and livelihoods 
For his private Jntereft ? We know it is naturalU ^at the parC 
fhould venture for the whole ; bat that the whole ihould venture 
the lofTe of it felfe to fau^ the part, I cannot vnderftand^ Th^ 
'Gouernour is, the higheft and nobleft par^ yet but a p^rt; the 
People is the whole^ the end (though not by dffice vet by wortii 
And dignity) the mailer and k)id, for whoan thofe wjio are Lordf 
•by office are to be vefted and devefted in Loidihip, when it % 
neceflary . for the common good« Who thinks otherwi^, defervei 
not the name of man. 

^he Grounds of Obedience and Government, 1^ Thomai 
White, Gentleman (a Benedi&ine friefi% afterw^ds Far 
ther Confefibr to the Queen Mother H^oietta JMaria^ 
London printed 1655 in i'6^. edit. z. p. iJ|a, t^^* 

Speakirtg of Government He dted the Arcadia. Practk 
4at to i^eaiber whom they govern, men* rational Crcatur^s^ 
^ho foon ifeofn at IbMies, and repine at fnjitries : adding of Us 
ibwn, that it was an unpandleled airogance and fanatidfiA 
in any one man to believe, that God from eternity had iq^fpdnted 
all creaceres Ibr his jfdeafpre, mi^'ferhb ambition^ women fbl^ 
ii^is lult : And,that the dodrine of freces it Laarymae ought to uk 
diiciieetly handled, lead the PeojAe believe they mad^ ttoafehrdif 
^Jlaves when they became ChriiHans ; and leaft princes flioidd & 
far miftake as to beHeve their fubjefis made up ot knees ftadeyev^ 
«fi4 BO hands* -^'•'-^•'Mexnonible layings of Hobbs. 

R4 . Wkrrmo 
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^^r^ cbli^dtbemfelva to ajfcrt their lawflnid lij^rtks 
. ' againj^ 

Wh^ei'ir Afw endf tyranny Begins^ if. the la^v ht tran/grej/ed tf 
^lother^s barm^ and wholbevcr in Authority exceeds the power 
given him by law, and naakes ^(e of the force offder his com- 
mand to compafs that apon the fubje^l, which tKe law allows 
noty ceafes in that f hi a magiftratey and aRing ixifhout authority^ 
'may he offofed as ar^ other matt^ *who hy force invades the right ofl 
another^ liocke npon Government. 

• 

And becaufe iome of oar princes in this laA .a^e^ did their 
Qtmoft endeavour to deftro/ this union and l|ArR)«Miy of the 
Three Eflates, and to be arbitrary or indtpendtnt^ they ought to 
b^ Ipokecl upon \% the Aggrejfprs upon our Conftitution. This 
drove the other Tnvo Eft^tes (fbr the fake of the publkzk prefer va. 
tfon) into^ the fatal neceflity of providing for themfelves ; and 
"nvhcn once the nvheel njiatfit a rtptning, 'ttvas not in the poiver of 
man to fiop itjufi njifhete it ought to ha've ftopt^d. This is (b or- 
dinary in all violent motions, whether mechanick or political, 
that no body can wonder at it. But no ivife men approved of tho 
ill effeSis of thofe violent nfotions either *way^ coud they have helped 
them, Tet it mufi he ovmedthty have (as of en as ufed^ thro^ an ex* 
traordin^ry piece of good fortune^ brought us Back to our oldConfiitu- 
tion again, nvhich effe had bien loft ; for there are numberlefs in- 
ftandes in Htftory of a dpwnfal from a Hate of Liberty to a 
^yranryy but vtjy few of a rccqvery of Liberty from Tyranny ^ if 
this'lafl hive had any length of time to fix it ifelf and take root. 
Let all fuch, who etthiyr throMntereft or ignorance are Adorers of 
etbfolttfe Monarehsy fay what they plcafe ; an Znglijh Whig can 
never be fp unjuft to his country, and to right reafon, as not to 
be of opinion, that in all civil Commotions ^ v;hichJidefoever isthe 
"nxsrongfit: Aggreffor^ is actountable for alt the evil confluences : And 
thro- the, eourji of his reading (tho my Lord Clarendon* s Booh be 
thronwt.into the hkap) he fiiSs it very difficult to ohfe^e^ that ever 
the People of England took up arms againft their JPrince.^ bsUvubiu. tost" 
Jfrain*dto it by a neceffary care ojf their liberties and true Conftitmtion^ 
VTh. (^ertainly as much a tjret^ and rebellion againft this Conftitu^ 
tioni ;^n4 the iv^^Iaws, iti' a, Prince to eac^avour to break thro 
chem» as 'c;s in the People to rife againft him» whilA be keeps 
.within th^ir bounds, an^ docs I^is duty. Our Poniiitution is a 
.Gpvefnment of Laws^ not of Petfons. Allegiance and Proteiiiom. 
^e obligations tha^ cannot fubfiil feparately \ when one fails, 
the other falls of courfe. The true etymology of the word 
Royalty {which has been fo ftrangely wrefted in the late reigns) is. 
an entire obediQuce to the Prince in all his Comma9d«.accK>r(Ung 
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4^9infi the mmrtyr'sfsn^ who violated and broke them. 

at 

to the Law ; that is| to the Laivt themf^es^ to which we owe 
both an a^ve and paBive Obedience. By the. old and true, 
Maxim, that the King can Jo no icrongy no body is (b foolifh as tQ 
conclude, that he has not ftrength to murder« to ofTer violence to 
Women, or power enough tx) dirpoiTefs a Man wrongfully of his 
Eftate, or that whatever he does (how wicked ibever) is juil: but 
the meaning is, he has nt linvful Poiver to do fuch things; and 
our Conftitution coniiders no power as irrefiilible, but what is 
laivfui. Andjince Religion ii btcome a great an4 uni'verfalConcfrn%, 
anddraijon into our Governments as it offers every fingh'Mans con- 
fcicnce ; tho in my frivate ofinioMy they ought not to be mingled , nor 
to have any thing to do *with each other (I do not ipeak of our.church 
polity, which is part of our State, and depenclent upon it) fooi« " 
account muft be given of that matter, ff^higgi/m is not circiici-" 
icribM and confin'd to any one or two of the religions now pro-, 
fefs-d in the world, hut dtjfufei it/elf among all. We have knowri^ 
Je*wsy Turks f nay, fome Papifts (nvhich I ovun to be a great rarity)^ 
very great Lovers of the Conftitution and Liberty j and were* 
there rational grounds to expefl, that, any numDers of them 
cou'd be fo, I rfiould be againft ufing (everities or dillindions 
upon accouLt of Religion. For a Papift is not danger6us, nor 
ought to be ill us'd by any body, becaufe he prays to Saints, be- 
lieves Purgatory^ or the real Prefencein theEucharift, and pays, 
divine worfhip to an Image or Pidlure (which are the common 
Topicks of our Writers of controverfy againft the Papifts) hut 
becaufe Popery fets up a foreign jurifdiclion faramcunt to our Laivs, 
So that a real Papif can neither be a true Governor of a Protefanf^ 
Country y nor a true Subject ; and btfides^ is the moji Prieft-riddcn 
Creature in the World : and (vohen upfermofl) can bear ivith^ n§ 
tody that differs from him in opinion ; little confideririgy that <whofo^ 
ever is againf Liberty ofMindy is, in effeSI^ againfl Liberty of Bodf 
too. And therefore all penal j^^s of Parliament for Opinions 
purely reUgious^ which have no influence on the State, are Co 
i|iany Encroachments upon Liberty, whilft thoTe which retrain 
Vice and Injuftice are againit Licentioufn^s. Iprofefs my felf to 
h&ve always been a Member of the Churth ot England^ and ata 
for fuppprting it in all its Honours^ Privileges and Revenues: but 
as a ChriiliaD and a Whig, I muft have charity for thofe that 
difier from me in religious Opinions, whether Pagans, Turks, 
Je^s, Pap/fis, ^uak^rs, Socinians, Prefbyterians, or Others, / 
look upon Bigotry to have ahways been the very bane of busnan Sociity^ 
^nd thi fiff^pr^tig of interefi and ignorance, vahich has occafton'd moft 
of the great Mifchiefs that havt offiBtd Manjdndr, We ought no 

inore 
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iH to fksJuFi : And in this fenfi manjf w&e 0/ epinkit 

thai 

more (c t%tt& to be aT( of cmef Opinion, ts Vb tie worfhip of 
^ i>W()r, tflan to be all of one Colour or Ststtdre. To flretclfr 
^ narrow any Man's Confcience to the Standard of oat* owny is 
JW Irfs a piece of Cruelty than that o( Procru/fet ,^t tyrant oT 
Jhtiia^ who ufed to fit his Gueft^ to the length o( his own iron 
I^dfted, either by cctting them fhorter, or racking them kmger. 
What itift reafon tan I have to be angry with, to endesvow 69 
Cisrb tM iMnral Libcrtrf or to retrench the civil adraniagei of' 
Al toneft man (who follows the golden Rule, 0/ Jeing f otbert, 
m he turned ba^f others do to bhu and is willing and able to ferve 
dbc Piiblick) only becaufe he thinks hii wa^ to Hearen furer or 
Aorter than mine ? No body can tett which of us is miftcdten^ till the 
Jbf of Judgment^ or whether Uny of us be fo (ibr there raav be 
mlerent ways to the fame end# md I am not for circmufcribhigf 
God Almighty's Mercy.) This I am fore of, oikc flndl meet 
#ltt the fame pofitivends in opinion, in feme of the Priefts of 
A thefe fefls ; the fame want of charity, engroiEng Heaven hf 
IffZf of Monopoly to their own Corporation, and managing it by % 
, Joint Stock, exdtkfive of all others (as pemidoas in DjviDity a» 
in trade, and perhaps more.) The ikme pretences to Miracles^ 
Martyrs, Injpirations, Mtrits, Mortifications , Xe<utIationff Aujferitjif 
Antiquity, Stc {as all Perft^s converfant with Hiftory, or that 
travel, know to be true) and this cut bono ? I think it tbe honottr 
4/ iht Riformed part of the Chriftian frofejfionf etnd tbe Church of 
Zngland in particular, that it pretends tofe^wer of thefe unujuat and 
oaraordtnasy tbings^ than any other Religion <ttv knonv of in the 
Worlds biing coni/inud, that thefe are not the e^fiingtdfhing Marks if 
the Truth of asijt lUBgion (I mean, the affuming obftinate pretences 
to them are mtj and it luere not asnifs, if we farther enlarged our 
Chiaritf, nxjheamiH eon do it fwithfafety^ or advantage to tbe State, 
Lord NMefworth*s noble prleface to the tranflation of Hot* 
tonun's Francogallia. 

No«r it was on atoount di King Ch«rl<»^ thus affinaing a 
fttmx above the laws^ in diiefl contradiAioii to his. coronation 
oath, and governitig the greateft part of his time, m the moft 
Jrbhrary oppftiltve sianner; it was apon this account, that that 
teSitaaKR was made to him» which, at length, iiTued in the lofs 
of his crown, and of that head, which was tmworthy to vecur 
It But by whom wa» tki» reiiHanee made ? Not by a private 
JmH$ l-^-flot by a ftnall fed>tiotts/an!ys-*-^otby ^frwdefperadoet^ 
#ho, 10 mend their fortunes, woold embro^ the fUte ; — but by 
Ae I^onU and Cemaoni of England, U waai they that ^mo(l 

Duaaimoiifly 
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tbat kin^ CHARttS's Hood Uf heavy tm the nalim^ 

vfbieb 

unanittidiiffly oppoTed the king's meaTares for overttirniiig the 
conftitution, and changing that free and happy government into 
a wretched abfolate monarchy. It was they that, when the 
king was about levying forces againft his liibjefb^ in order 
to msiz himfeif abfdnte, commiffioned officers, and miied an 
army to defend tkemfelves and ^e public T And it was they that *• 
maintained the war agaiaft him all sdon^, till he was made a pti* 
foner. This is indiipntable. Thongh it was not property fpeak* 
ing the parliament, but the army, wntch put him to death after- 
wards* And it ought to be freely acknowledged, that moft of 
their proceedingSf in order to get this matt^ effeded, and par- 
ticularly the court, by which the king was at laft tried and con- 
demneo, was a little better than a mere mockery of juftice,-*-The 
next, qaeftion which naturally ariiesis, whether this refiftance^ 
which was made to the king by the parliament, was properly 
reheHioih or not? The anfwer to which is plain, that it was not| 
but a moft righteous andj^lorious fland, made in delence of the 
natural and legal rights or the people, agaihft the onnatoial and 
illegal encroachments of arbitrary power« Nor was this a n^ 
and too fudden oppofition. The natkm had been petient under 
the oppreffions of the crown, even to Uag /itfirii^^^4ot a courfe 
pf many years ; anid there was no rational hope ot redrefs ih any 
other way. — Refiftence was absolutely neceflarv in order to p!re- 
&rve the nation from ilavery, mifery and rum. And who fo 
proper lo make this re£ilance as the JLords and Commons $-^the 
whole reprefeiitative body of the people ;•— gnardians of the palsN. 
lie welfare; and each of which was, in point of legiflatiott, 
Yefted with an equal co-ordinate power, wikh that of the oown ^ 
Here were tw^ branches of the tegiflature agahift om ;-^€«re, 
which had law and equity and the conftttntion on their fidei 
againft one» which was impioipfly itttempiihg to overtarn law and 
equity and the conftitotion ; ted to exercife a wanton Hcentibet 
JwerttgnHy over the propeftiel, conlcienoes and ^veii of all the 
people :^$<k1i a foverwnfir as ^Mne aaeonMcratdy aferibe t» 
the fttpreine govcrhor m the world.— I fay, incbofidetalely % 
t>ecauie God mitiiyf does not gotem in «a abTdntely arbitrar)^ 
and defp^tic madner* The «poiver of tias Aimightyi King {l 
fpeak it not without eiutioa and l eve ic a cc ; the power of this 
AJmighty King) h -liwiUd hy hw ; not ilidecd, by oBi -rf 
fatUamnU^ but by ^e etfamal Anrj of tmdi, wiidom a«id 
equity $«^and the eveithfting^ittMr of right realba ;--«tt>lM thitt 
, cannot be repiOkd^ or ^¥wn dtmm and irsApe like ^fe 4if 
M<^s.-^Bat kie^ Chhrtes ^t hUn^lf abore aU theie» aamodi 
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tubicb maJi* tbtmjor tbeeafe^f the fame tofbake off" 
tbe burden of king James. 

SOM, 

as he did above the ivritten laws of the realm ; and made mere 
humour ind'caprice, which, are no rule at all, the only rule and 
meafure of his adminiilratibn. And nav» is it, not perfedtly ri* 
<I}cak>u9 to call refitiance to fach a tyrant, by the name of rthel- 
lion P-^tke ffrand nttUiwI Even chat parliament, which brought 
king Charles XL to the throne, and which run loyaUt mad, feverely 
reproved one of their own members for condemning the pro- 
ceedings of that parliament, which firil took up arms againd the 
former king. And upon the fame principles that the proceed- 
ii^s of this parliament may be cenfured as' wicked and rebel- 
lious, the proceedings of thofe, who fmce oppofed king James J f. 
and hroueht the pdnce of Orange to the dirone, may be cenfuted 
as wicked and rebellious alio. The cafes are parallel.' But 
whatever y^ffitr men may thinks it is to be hoped that, for their 
owji fakes, they will not dare xo Jpeak a«ainft the Revolution, 
upon the jufbce and legality of which depends (in part) his 
prefisYit Majefty's right- to the throne. If it be faid, that al- 
though the parliament, which firil oppofed king Charles's mea- 
Airesy and at length took up arms againft him, were not guilty 
of rebellion ; yet certainly thofe perions were, who condemned, 
and put him to death ; even this perhaps is not true. For he 
had m fad unkh^ed himfelf long before, and had forfeited his 
tide to the allegiance of the people, fo that thofe who put him 
to death, were, at mod, only guilty of murder : which indeed is 
bad enough, if they were. really guilty of that (which is at lead 
difpuuble.) Cromwell, and thofe who were principally concerned 
in the (nomwai) king's death, might poflii^y have been very 
wicked and deiigning men. Nor (hall I iay any thing In vindica- 
tion of the.rcigning iypocri/y of thofe times ; or of CrcMfrWell's 
male-adminidration during the intinregmim (for it is /ra//A, and 
not a pariyy that I am fpeaking for.) Bat dill it may be jaid, that. 
Crttmivell and his adhevents were not,, property fpeaking, guilty 
ofreheUtM ; becauie he, whdm they beheaded, was not, ^perly 
speaking, their king; bdt a lanvlefstfiroMt^^^'iAvicYk lefs are the whole 
body of the nation at that time to be charged with rebellion on 
that account ; for k wass no nationalist; it-w)is not done by Sifrte 
parliament. And much leis dill is the natioti .at preient to be 
tharged with the great iln of rebellton^ for what their ane^flwt 
did', (or rather did not) a centn^ ago. But how came the anni' 
^ftrfary of king Charles's death to be folemnized as a day of fad- 
ing and htUmSiarion ? The true anfwer in brief to which ja^uiry 
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SoM, ^ho otherwife honor the memory of king 
Charles the firft,- arc angry to hear* him, in 
Mr. Blackhai^l^s language, c^Wd the beji of Kings^ 
<ind the beft $f Men ; when they conflder tfpccially, 

is, . that this fad was ^dilated by way of court and amipbrnent td 
king Charles 11, upon the rffi^ration. All were deiirous of male* 
iiig their court to him ; of ingratiating themfelves ; and of 
n^kkig.hjm forge( wi^^t had been done in oppofition to his 
fctbiTy ib as not tp. revenge it. To effcdl thii, they ran into the 
molt extravagant profelTiOns of affl ^on and loyalty to him, in- 
fomack that he himfelf faid, that it Mras a ma/ and bmrkndnei 
loyalty which they profeiled. And anf^n^' od^er ftrange 
things, which his firfl parliament did, they, ordered the thirtitih 
ti{ January (the day on which his father was beheaded) to b« 
Jcept as a day qf iole^in humiliation, to deprecate the jiidg* 
me/.ts of heaven for the rebellion, which the natton bad beeo 
guilty of, in that which was nb national thing ; and which wa% 
not rebellion in them that did it.— Thus they (bothed and flat>> 
tered their new i^ing, at the expence of their liberties :«^ And 
were ready to yield up /)Wy to Charles W, all that enormous 
power, which they had juilly refilled Charles I. for ufurping to 
bimfcli^ ^ . .^ 

<< A Difcourfe concerning unlimited fubmiflion, and ntm* 
refiftancp to the Higher powers : With fomc refledtiohs on 
•the Refiiiance made to King Charles L and on the anni- 
verfary of his death ; in which the myfterious do^ae of 
that prince's faintihip and martyrdom is unriddled. By 
Jonathan Maryhcw, A. M. Pallor of the Weft Church ia 
y ' Bofton. Firll printed at Bollon in New England 1 7^0, 
Reprinted London 1 7 S 2 in a work called ** The Pillars of 
** pricftcraft and orthodoxy fliakcn." 

Wood had ftverefy ahifnadverted on the Earl ofAngleC?y*s 
iitting in judgment on the Regicides: The Biographia Bri- 
taniiica extols it ais an aft of the greatell loyalty and honour ; 
But under favour it not only appears a fervile complaifance, but 
•glaring injuiHcfe, The Earl had gone moll lengths with thoie 
«men ; in ihort, had adled with them in open rebellion to his 
•Sovereign. Theputtitig to death that Sovereign county no means h$ 
Hhe guifyfart ef their oppofition. If a King iefer^tes to be oppb/ed 
hyjorce of arms^ be defer yt^i death : If be reduces ^ bisfuhieHs to that 
ysetreinhy, ' the hhodfptlt in that quarrel lies an Tfjm^^the execsUing 
%fm tf^'A-fwards is a meer formality. 

\$^pole*s cataL (n R. & N. Audiori» edit t. r. 2. p. 69* 
- that 
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that the apoftles were men, and tbatfevei^al perfons 
0tmn^ the * Qrffk ^nd Romim Hiaibens^ did infinitljf 
e^c^l bim if^ aU mmr^l and berok virtues^ As for 

SHnceSt |f good manners could not make Mr# 
tLACKHALL except the prefent king, juftice at 
kaft might wdi oblige him to do it. King Wit- 
jL I AM has never diipens*d with expreTs laws in favor 
of popiih recufants. He never protefted any of 
ills chaplains agaihft the parliament for preaching 
«p arbitrary power. He never required foldiert 
€o b^ try*d by noartial law in time of peace ; nor 
}ovy*d loans or fliip mony contrary to law, niuch 
\f& impriibn'd, fin'd or baniih'd (uch as refused to 
pay thpfe illegal taxes. He does not countenance 
jMiy Sirrifo&ps, MANWAJt^iNos, or Mountagues 
fo teach his fubje^ non-refiftance* or to compli- 
;nent himfelf with iMi>itrary power. He b ib far 
from fending for foren troops to enflave the nation, 
that he readUy fent (hole away which he kept here 
by law» as foon as he underftood the kingdom had 
410 iurther need of their fervice. He does not ufe 
to imprifon members of the houfe of commons for 
ufing that freedom of debate which is eflential to 
their conftitution. He never threatened to betake 

^ n^e Grecian Cpcnmonweatthsy while diey maintained dietr 
liberty, 'were tie m^fi heroic tmfedtrMy tbut tvtr txijted. Thef 
.were the biaveft* the wifeftt the poUteft of men. In the ihoit 
fpace of litde more than a centnry, they bcoune fach toefinea, 
wanion, orators, hiftoriaas* phyfidans» ppeti, critics* painters, 
icnlptors, archUeftw and laft of aU philofophers, that one cap 
)^rcUy help confidcring tbtu goUen feriodt as a providential event 
in honor ot human mxattt to ihew to what pcmfiion th« %edai 
might, a&end. 

Kvris, the iaeennoNis James, in his <« Hermes, orajphfl^ 
^* bfhial Inquiry concerning langiia^ and wmntM 
s '* gfSqnmac*'* .Xondon printed 1751, mofisif^ 

himfelf 
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himfelf jC9 o%hp: .p^n^Ui» chm; his piv li^m^t <a^ 
Charles the firft did) %ing K\sAtE^lim^mw4e^ 
$f$ bis Power y and chat be mgbi grow cut jof Lovs 
wUb tbem. . Nor is Jt known that jip weat intQ tiies 
houfe of €0tnniQii$ to demand any of their magi^ 
bers } no more than he has feiz^d the cuftoms wkk* 
out any afl: to impower him. He never proqw^d 
(as kii^ CRAaL£S did in a letter to his queen) tbac 
he would take away all the penal laws againit 
Roman cathoUcks a$ foon as he ihould be able, fiar 
any thing elfe of this nature : For th^e are only a 
f$w inftance;^ not to blacken thfit prince, but to 
fiiew how lictk fotn fort of people ietm to iralue hit 
prefent majefty for generoufly reftorin^ the conftka^ 
tion, and for io wiiUngly paifing many otcelleijC 
laws for enlai^ng or fecuring the liberty of his iuji^ 
j^fts i as well as for always paying &€h a deferea^se 
to parUamentft^ which he not only afiemblles wiU- 
tQgly, but likewife, according to ar)cient cuftons^ 
annually. In ihorc, if king Chari^ss the firfl; was 
the beft of kings, the late king James is not half 
fq had as I chink hini : Nor is there any doubt, if 
a fecond reftoration (which God and all freeoieoi 
forbid) fhould ever happen, but that the abdica- 
tion-day would be appointed as a perpetual US^ 
Wliat Mr. Blackhall thinks of diipenfing with 
the laws and ading without, or contrary to thqai, 
we may guefs, when i^ays, ^bat King CHARt««*a 
greai^ en^mes /:Quld not chargt im, mtb ^Vf vicf **^[ 

immorality -^^ 

' ■ " < ' • • 

* 1^ three fcSowkg extra6b are <xi|^ frq^ tt^e ^diify #«ie' 

' of Leiceilcr to tbe Earl her Huiband. ^ lAy itmi mut^ Sio^e 
^ my c^aSaa^^w ttus towne^ I liaw heexie nyifir at the Cowt* 

u becaiift 
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immoratiiy ; as if only whoring, drinking, or fwear* 

ing were immoral praftices. 

SlNC£ 

*' b^aaie I did not fee the Sling the firfl time, bat from the 
** Queene I recetved then expretions of her favor to yoa ; the 
*'. ele^lor alfo maied me fome complements concerning you* 
** much hanfomlier then I expected from him. In his Majeilie 
'^ 1 fbtmd an inclination to ihow me fome kindnes, but he could 
*f not finde the waie i at laft he told me, timt he ptrfwuid 1 mMs 
** to kind to fttjf Hujband^ nvbetf he nuas nuith me, nmch kept me 
ieoite, fir He thevgbt me much /otter than lufete he. This fhort 
fpeeche was worfe to me than an abfeloie filencCt /or Ihluflnd^ 
andnjeeufi extreamlie eutof cemunumce^ that all 'the Cempemy 
laughed at me.** Sec, kc. &c« Leycefter Houfe, March 14, 

1636. Robert Lord Spencer to his Lady, Dorothy, daughter 

of Robert Earl of Leicefter, deciphered, ** — — — I never 
'' fawr the King look better. He it very chearfull^ and hy the 
** baud^ dlfceurfe^ 1 thought 1 had beene in the dra'wing room," Sec 
&C. &c. — Without place or date ; but by a pa^ge in the letter 
it appears to have been written Od. 13^ 1 642.— Algernon Earl 

of Northumberland to Robert Earl of Leicefier* " but 

•' bycaufe 135 [Northumberland] was defirous to^Iifcover how 
** 102 [King] ftood inclined towards 1 10 [Leycefier] he took an 
** occation to fpeake unto him of i2i*[Windebanke's] place* 
•• He anfwcred that 1 10 [Iieyceflcr] was to greate for that placc^ 
** and that he intended not to have any of that qualitie ; but 
** when IJ5 [Northumberland, Admiral] came €0 debate that 
*' point with him, he could give no other reafon, but that it was 
'* a rule he had fet to himfelfe which he refolved not to allter. 
'V 1 3 5 replyed, that he did not fixe upon that place only for 1 1 o 
'* [Leyceiler] but that it was probable fome others would (hortly 
**' be voide, which 102 [King] might think morc'futeable to his 
Qualitie and Merite ; that he would then be pleafed, rather to 
preferre a well defervin^ fervant, who hath taken paines» and 
fpent fome years in his imployments, then one that is a meere 

[King] made a 
'Admiral] will 
uckely ; Ter at 
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•* iirainger to him. To this my bought 102 

'* very colde retorne, but afliire fojlr felfe 1 3 5 

" not give it over, though it happens a little unl 

" this time, I doubt 102 is not *very *well fatisfied -with 13 c, hycaufe 

« ? E K 1 V K E 

« hi '^O mt JO 97 19 84 65 S5 53 21 68 39 5^ 96 

** 89 76 80 22 14 8 13 4^ 70 82 94 11; [Lord Ueutenant 
** Strajhrd] Sea Sec, Sec.** ' Dated London, Dec. 10, 1640.--' 

fixtraft 
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Since this king (who truly was not the worftj" 
muft needs be counted the beftof men, I do not 
much wonder that Mr. Long of Exiter was iot 
having fom portions of hijB pretended book read ih 

the 

* 

ExtraA of a letter from King Charles t. to his Qiferiiy dated^ 
Oxford, Jan. 2, 1645. — "~ — ," ^^ ^®' ^Y edling thole alt 
** London a Parliament, Ifhall refer thee toDigby forparticu« 
'< lar fatisfaflion, this in generall \ If there had' been but ti^6 
** (befides my felf) of my opinion^ I had not done it» wdtbi 
'f Argument that prevailid nvith me iwui that tbi ajling 4id nik 
** tjuayes ackno*wledge them to be a Parliaminty upon fwhich condition 
^* and confiru&ionT did it , and no othertuAyet^ and aecorMngiy i$ i^ 
** regiftred in- the Councell booksf «wiih the Councils immimot^ afpro^ 
« hoHonr 

The King's cabinet opened : or certain packetts of fecret 

letters and papers^ nvtiiten nmtb the King^t c^om hq^d^ and 

taken in his Cabinet at Nafby field, Jupe 14^ i^45» ^e; 

&c. &c. publiihed by fpeciall order of Parliament. Lon« 

don printed 1645^ ^^^^^i^to. 

He did not greatly court the Ladyes, nor had* lie ft lavifh 
ftffedion unto many ; he was aianly and well fitted for vesen- 
ous fpoarts \ yet rarely frequented illicite teds i I do not bean 0/ 
above one or tiuo naturall Children he bad^ or Ufi behind bim» He 
had exquiiite judgment by the eye and Pbyfiomomy^ to diicover 
the vertuous from the. wanton ; he ^loaored ' uie vertoqus, and 
*was 'very jhyf and choice in nvandring tbofe vtfayesy and ivhen be did 
it 9 it nva/ *witb much cautioufnejfe and/ecrecy ; nor did be proftituti 
his affeSion^ but unto tbqfe of exquifite porfbns or parts i and tbiA tbi 
^ueene tjuell Anew ; nor did Jbe ivinke at it. Hee bad much of felf" 
tnds in all he did^ and a nioft difficult thing it was to bold bim cloje t$ 
his ontm promife or ^vaord ; be n/uas apt to recede ^ unleffe fometbing 
therein appeared compliable either unto his own willf frofit or judg-^ 
ment ; fo that fomcforaigm Princes beftowed on him the chara^er of 
# moftfalfe Prince^ undone that. never kept bis word^ usi^ffe forbit 
9wtte jsd'vantage. * 

Lilly's Obfervafions on (he Life and Deadi of Killg Charles; 
Londotiy 1651, in qttarto, p. 79^ 804 

And if faying that he died a Nfartyf tbadd KiiH futh, tbcfri 
the Duke of Monmouth alfo wiis'the lame^ for he died with thci 
fame words in his mouth, which his Grandfather King Charles 
had iifed before4 King Charles the fecond feems to hare had no 

S fiKh 
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the church for the further enlightning of our ttit- 
derftanding : Nor that Dr. P£RfNCHiEF fhould cell 
us in his life how fom purchased chips of the 
block on which he was beheaded, and parcels of 
the fands difcolor*d with his blood, as alfo fom of 
his hair. Hoping^ continues he, tbey would be a 
means of cure for that difeafcy which our Englifh 
hingSy through the indulgence of kind heaven^ by their 
touch did ufually heal : Jnd it was reported that tbefe 
reliques^ experienc'd^ faiVd not of the effeS. Now 
who can laugh at the popi(h legends, and be feri- 
ous when he reads this pafiage ? Wheras, if there 
was ever any power in England of curing the king's 
eyiK it was plainly lodged in the people. 

Before / conclude^ Imuft remark j that tbo his 
pretended friends were fo ready -^ to father fuch books 
en Charles thefirjl^ wherein he had no hand, yet tbey 
induftrioujly left out of his works a letter to pope^ 
Gregory XV, whereof I can prove him as evidently 
io he the author as Cicero or Virgil may be entituFd 
t^ the Philippicks a?id the iEneids. There is an in^ 
terpolated copy of it in the firfl: volum of Rush- 
worth's Collections : It is rightly inferted in the 

, fuck opinion of the matter ; for whea a certain Lord reminded 
Ills Majcily of his fwearing in conunon diicourfe, the King re- 
^lied) " Tour Martyr /hvore more than e^ver I did,^* 

The Rev. Mr. Watfon's Apology for his conduft on January 
thirty. London printed 175 6, in oftavo. p. 24. 

t Hear what ddoiption an hiftorian of that party gives of 
thofe on the Royal fide. - '' Never bad any good undertaking fo 
** many uninorthy eateifdants ; Jucb horrid .hla^benuri and ivichd 
** ttfretcbes, as ours bath bad : I quake to tbink, mucb mare toffeak^ 
** <what mine ears barve beard from fome of tbetrlips : but to dtfco*uer 
^ tbemis not ntyfrefent;pt£rpofeJ* 

Symmoa^s Defence of King Charles L p. 165. 

quarto 
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Quarto edition of a book caird Cabala ^ orMyftcrie* 
of (late : It is alfo in the Italian Mercury of 
ViTTORio Sir I : in Du Chesne*s JPrencb Hiftory^ 
of England^ Scotland and Ireland : and in feveral 
Spanift) and Italian authors. Pope Urban VIII,' 
mentions it in the letter which he likewife lent tjua 
prince, with another to his father king James % 
both which may be read in Rushworth's Collec*> 
tions.. Now was not the omitting of this letter a «^- 
icrious fraudy Jince that it alone^ with thofe' letters^ 
which the parliament puhlijh^d to difgrace him^ and a 
few pieces, hefides^ make up' all his genuin writings ; 
for as to thofe mefiageSy propodtions, declarations, 
treaties, and other public papers, which fill that 
bulky folio they call his works, whoever takes 
them to be his; is likewife capable of believing 
he; was the true author of Icon Baftlike. 

• •■ ' • •• • 

This is all I had to write concerning this famous 
book, not to refled on the memory of Charles 
the firft, but in my own vindication ; being a li- 
berty not deny*d me by equity or law, and which, 
if Incglefted to iq;iprove, I (hould be more un^ 
juft to my felf than my adverfaries, whofe malice I 
ihall readily forget, and heartily pray God t^ 
forgive;* * ^ 
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«. The Wifrks of Mr. TAom/on, in 2 Vols. The fecond 
Vol. may be had alone* to complete thofe Gentlemen's Sets 
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drawn up by himfelf. In 5 Vols. Folio. 
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